Town council

Tuesday 14t July 2026

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Sevenoaks Town Council to be held in the
Council Chamber, Town Council Offices, Bradbourne Vale Road, Sevenoaks, TN13 3QG on
Monday 20th July 2026 at the conclusion of the Finance & Delivery Committee which
commences at 7pm. Town Councillors are reminded that they have a duty to state a Declaration
of Interest prior to the appropriate agenda item and to consider the Crime and Disorder Act 1998
s.17 when reaching a decision.

Please note, proceedings of this meeting will be streamed live to YouTube for the public to watch
via the following link: https://youtube.com/live/Z2obOtRmfa4 and may be recorded in line with
regulations set out in the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014. A copy of
Sevenoaks Town Council’s procedure for the recording of meetings is available online at
sevenoakstown.gov.uk or by request.

Members of the public wishing to address the Council Meeting should notify the Town Council by
12 noon on the day of the meeting. Members of the public not wishing to be recorded should put
this request to the Clerk at the earliest possible opportunity.

Cidbeccion

Deputy Town Clerk

To assist in the speedy and efficient despatch of business, members wishing to obtain factual
information on items included on the agenda are asked to enquire of the Town Clerk prior to the
day of the meeting.

Council Members — Quorum minimum of six members

ClIr Libby Ancrum Clir Sally Layne
Cllr Sue Camp Clir Lise Michaelides
Cllr Dr Merilyn Canet Clir Lionel O’Hara - Deputy Mayor & Vice Chair
Cllr Tony Clayton Clir Claire Shea — Leader
Cllr Catherine Daniell — Deputy Leader Clir David Skinner OBE
Cllr Dr Peter Dixon Clir Nicholas Varley
ClIr Victoria Granville - Mayor and Chair Cllr Gareth Willis
Cllr Chloe Gustard ClIr Nigel Wightman
PUBLIC QUESTIONS

To enable any questions previously submitted by members of the public on any matter to be drawn
to the attention of the Town Council.
AGENDA

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To receive and note apologies for absence.



https://youtube.com/live/Z2obOtRmfa4
http://sevenoakstown.gov.uk/

REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS

To consider written requests from Members which have previously been submitted to
the Town Clerk to enable participation in discussion and voting on items for which the
Member has a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest. (s.31 & s.33 of the Localism Act 2011).

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive any declarations of interest from members in respect of any items of
business included in this report.

MINUTES OF EXTRA ORDINARY MEETING OF TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 15TH
JUNE 2026 (pages 5 - 10)

To receive, adopt and sign the Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting of the Town
Council held on 15th June 2026 as a true record.

MINUTES OF COMMITTEES (circulated separately)
Council is asked to consider and adopt the Minutes of the following Committee
meetings:

Planning & Environment Committee

e 15th June 2026
e 29th June 2026
e 13thJuly 2026
Finance & Delivery Committee
e 8thlJune 2026
Youth Services Committee
e 10th June 2026

Community Assets (Open Spaces) Committee

e 6thJuly 2026

REPORTS TO COUNCIL - STC REPESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
To receive reports from representatives on external organisations.

MAYOR'S ENGAGEMENTS (pages 11 - 13)
To receive and note:

1. Functions attended by the Mayor or her representative up to 11th July 2026
2. Forthcoming Civic Events being organised by the Mayor during 2026/2027




PRESS RELEASE
To consider any agenda item, which would be considered appropriate for a press
release.

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
To Resolve under the Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude the
public and press for the following item by reason of the confidential nature of the

business.
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STAG COMMUNITY ARTS CENTRE (Report to follow)
To consider legal options.



https://sevenoakstown2.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DemocraticServices/Shared%20Documents/Sevenoaks%20Town%20Council/Meetings/2026-07-20%20-%20Town%20Council%20meeting/10%20-%20STAG%20COMMUNITY%20ARTS%20CENTRE%20(Report%20to%20follow)/2026%2007%2020%20Agenda%20Item%204%20-%202026-06-15%20-%20Extra%20Ordinary%20Town%20Council%20Meeting~.pdf
https://sevenoakstown2.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DemocraticServices/Shared%20Documents/Sevenoaks%20Town%20Council/Meetings/2026-07-20%20-%20Town%20Council%20meeting/10%20-%20STAG%20COMMUNITY%20ARTS%20CENTRE%20(Report%20to%20follow)/2026%2007%2020%20Agenda%20Item%207i%20-%20Events%20Attended%20-2026-2027.pdf
https://sevenoakstown2.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DemocraticServices/Shared%20Documents/Sevenoaks%20Town%20Council/Meetings/2026-07-20%20-%20Town%20Council%20meeting/10%20-%20STAG%20COMMUNITY%20ARTS%20CENTRE%20(Report%20to%20follow)/2026%2007%2020%20Agenda%20Item%207ii%20-%20Annual%20Events%20Calendar%20-%202026%20-%202027.pdf
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Sevenoaks Town Council Meeting 15t June 2026

Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting of Sevenoaks Town Council
Held on Monday 15 June 2026 in the Council Chamber, Town Council Offices, TN13 3QG

Livestreamed and available to view on YouTube until approved by Council:
https://youtube.com/live/ Rh08gQAQi8

Meeting commenced: 19:00 Meeting Concluded: 19:23
Present:
Clir Tony Clayton Present Clir Sally Layne Present
ClIr Victoria Granville, Mayor | Present Clir Lise Michaelides Present
Clir Libby Ancrum Present Clir Lionel O’Hara, Deputy Apologies
Mayor

Cllr Sue Camp Present Cllr Claire Shea, Leader Present
Clir Dr Merilyn Canet Present Clir David Skinner OBE Present
Cllr Catherine Daniell, Apologies | Clir Nick Varley Apologies
Deputy Leader

Clir Dr Peter Dixon Apologies | Clir Gareth Willis Present
Clir Chloe Gustard Present Cllr Nigel Wightman Present

In attendance: Town Clerk, Deputy Town Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer and
Planning Committee Clerk.

Members of public present: 4

PUBLIC QUESTIONS

Council received and noted a presentation by Helena Gieniusz providing her own insights
into the impact of The Stag on the town, on her own experience as a performer, the
aspirations for the future of the Stag, and the current options presented by Sevenoaks
District Council.

All Town Councillors congratulated Helena on providing such an informative presentation
highlighting the educational and well-being element of the Stag for the younger and future
generations.

167 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

RESOLVED: To receive and note apologies for absence as shown above.

168 - REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS

Noted that all Councillors who were also Stag Trustees had a pre-approved dispensation,
reference Minute 171 below regarding the Community Asset Transfer request for the Stag
freehold.
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169 - DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

170 - MINUTES OF MEETING OF SEVENOAKS TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 8TH JUNE 2026

RESOLVED: To receive, adopt and sign the Minutes of the Meeting of Sevenoaks Town
Council held on 8th June 2026 as a true record.

171 - COMMUNITY ASSET TRANSFER - THE STAG

Sevenoaks District Council had set out its Options in its agenda papers for the Finance and
Investment Advisory Committee (and Cabinet Meeting 16" June 2026) for the future of the
Stag and the potential to transfer to Sevenoaks Town Council (STC) either by Freehold or
Lease — to read the full report see

https://cds.sevenoaks.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?Cld=359&MI|d=3767&Ver=48&J

To summarise there were 3 options

SDC Option Sevenoaks Town Council’s Considerations
Option 1 Transfer Freehold to STC at a | STC does not have the funds required available.
cost of £650,000

Potential options for financing
e Some funds from Capital Receipts could be used.
e Borrowing if that is possible
e Crowd fundraising
e Increase to Precept

Stag Petition
e [t should be noted that over 7,000 members of
public signed a petition requesting SDC to hand
over the Stag at Nil cost.

Benefits
e STC and the local community would finally own
the asset
e  Security for long-term investment — see plans at
end of report.
e Such ‘negotiations’ would not be needed again in
the future.

Re Indicative Heads of Terms
e Clawback/overage conditions should be reducing
over the years
e As per similar previous agreements on assets
e (Clawback/overage should not be payable on
development relating to improving the building.
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Option 2 Provide 30 year Peppercorn Currently the agenda papers state peppercorn rent but do
Lease not reflect rent reviews which is a concern. In a liaison
meeting 2.6.26 SDC stated verbally that the peppercorn
rent could be set for the entire lease without rent reviews.

The current lease has no Tenancy Rights; this could result
in a similar ‘negotiation’ happening in years to come after
investing considerably in the venue.

Option 3 Keep with the status quo and | With only 9 years left on the lease, and no Tenancy Rights
remaining lease of 9 years. there are serious concerns about the long-term future of

Ereehold transfers to new the asset and its community arts.

Unitary Authority.
In the current agenda papers SDC states (Para 57) “an

alternative option for the Council could be to declare the
asset surplus to its requirements and dispose of the Stag at
an open market disposal, where it could potentially realise
a capital receipt of between c.£1.0m - £1.5m. this option is
not being considered as the Council considers the asset to
be a strategic community asset that should remain under
local stewardship.”

However, this may be of interest to the new Unitary
Authority

It was noted that this was one of the biggest decisions Sevenoaks Town Council has had to
make, and it is believed that there was a time limit to do this to inform the District Council
Cabinet Meeting to take place on 16 June.

Legal Advice

Due to Sevenoaks District Council continued public reports and statements that Sevenoaks
Town Council was requesting the District Council to act illegally by requesting that the Stag
Community Arts Centre could be transferred at a nominal value, the Town Council sought
legal advice, a copy of the legal advice as Privileged Information had been circulated to
Town Councillors and the District Council as per advice from KC. The Legal Advice was not
currently in the public domain. However, it should be noted that the Legal Advice clearly
stated that SDC could legally transfer the Stag at a nominal value.

Negotiations

The Town Council had hoped to be able to meet with representatives of Sevenoaks District
Council during the previous week. Unfortunately, Sevenoaks District Council stated that they
would prefer not to meet prior to Cabinet meeting. In the meantime, Sevenoaks Town
Council put forward the following offer which was rejected by the District Council for not
being one of its Options. In addition, District Council Officers stated that they were not able
to predetermine a CIL Application; it was thought that Officers had some delegated powers
regarding this up to a value of £200,000.
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If Sevenoaks District Council maintain that it is not legal to transfer the Freehold at a
nominal value the offer from Sevenoaks Town Council, Subject to Contract is for £300,000
and subject to a successful CIL Application for £150,000.

In reviewing Sevenoaks District Council’s agenda papers in relation to the Stag Community
Asset Transfer, Town Councillors also noted the attached document relating to Quaker Hall
Allotment Funds.

RESOLVED:

Sevenoaks District Council (SDC) has previously stated it was not legal to transfer the
Freehold of the Stag at a nominal fee and for this reason and others set out by SDC
therefore must charge Sevenoaks Town Council and Sevenoaks residents £650,000.

Sevenoaks Town Council does not believe the public should be asked for public money to
retain a public asset in community use just because it was moving from one local authority
to another as confirmed by recent KC legal opinion.

Having received legal advice Sevenoaks Town Council would want to enter into negotiation
for the Freehold of the Lease to be transferred.

If Sevenoaks District Council says it is unwilling or unable to agree a negotiated sum
recognising cultural, social, economic, educational and environmental value, Sevenoaks
Town Council would accept the Option of a 30 year peppercorn lease on terms to be
negotiated, however this would be strictly without prejudice to the Town Council’s
continuing position that the Freehold should be transferred.

Acceptance of the lease would not diminish, replace or detract from Sevenoaks Town
Council’s ongoing position that the Freehold should be transferred for the reasons set out in

its Stag Business Proposal.

To be very clear Sevenoaks Town Council do not want to progress with Option 3 as it would
be detrimental to cultural facilities in the town and district.

172 - PRESS RELEASE

RESOLVED: To consider Press Releases following the Sevenoaks District Council Cabinet
decision on 16% June 2026

There being no further business the Mayor closed the Meeting.

Signed s Dated ....coceevveceeeiee e,
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SEVENOAKS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 15™ JUNE 2026 (APPENDIX TO THE MINUTES)

Sevenoaks Town Council

Town Council Offices — Compensation from District Council - QH Allotments

1. Background

The former Urban District Council purchased approximately 43 acres of land for allotments in 1924.
Between 1927 and 1972, around 32 acres of this land were subsequently appropriated for housing
purposes.

Following the reorganisation of local government on 31 March 1974, the remaining 11 acres of
allotment land were transferred to Sevenoaks Town Council.

Under the provisions of the Allotments Act, a separate account must be maintained in respect of
allotments. The Act further stipulates that any surplus on such an account may not be applied for the
benefit of the General Rate Fund, nor used for any purpose other than capital expenditure on
allotments, without the consent of the Secretary of State.

As a consequence, at the time of local government reorganisation, the balance held in the allotment

account should have been transferred to the allotment authority, namely Sevenoaks Town Council. It
was agreed that this would be settled by way of an annuity, payable over an 80-year period from the
date on which the land ceased to be used for allotments.

For the sites identified, Sevenoaks District Council (SDC) has been paying Sevenoaks Town Council
(STC) an annual annuity. The final payment under this arrangement was due in 2052, with the annual
payment amounting to approximately £29,000.

Payments were made annually on 31 March and credited to the earmarked reserve Capital Receipts
— Quaker Hall, which may be used solely for capital expenditure.

2. Payment
Sevenoaks Town Council requested that Sevenoaks District Council consider making a single

payment in respect of the remaining principal sum. SDC subsequently provided a full and final
settlement figure of £351,146.30, which has now been sent to Sevenoaks Town Council.

Quakers Hall Lane Allotments

Balance |Principal Interest Balance

01/04/2017 19/12/2025
£ E £ E

1 Hillingdon Rise 485.58 59.73 1.34 0.00
3 5 Acres 227367 1,557.71 56.12 0.00
3 Adj 0.00 0.00
& Link Road 200.83 169.53 7.48 0.00
12 Play Area 7847847 73,163.84 3,953.85 0.00
13 5.75 Acres 276,981.05 258,222.08  13,954.60 0.00
358,419.60 333,172.89  17,973.41] 0.00

BPOM0 ¥5F1 SFATO00 YARA Te=110 Y5FI SF
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SEVENOAKS TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 15™ JUNE 2026

(APPENDIX TO THE MINUTES)

The interest rates on the land were as follows and if the principal sum had not been paid off SDC
(and future Unitary Authority)would have paid an additional £426,303.78 in interest payments:-

Interest
Ref | Site Rate Annuity Terms
Hillingdon
1 | Rise 3.125% | 80 yrs 1946/47-2025/26
3 | 5 Acres 5.000% | 80 yrs 1955/56-2034/35
8 | Link Road 6.125% | 80 yrs 1964/65-2043/44
12 | Play Area 7.500% | 80 yrs 1972/73-2051/52
13 | 5.75 Acres 7.500% | 80 yrs 1972/73-2051/52
TOTAL

Sevenoaks District Council (SDC) in its June Finance & Investment Advisory Committee agenda
papers has referred to the following financial transaction in relation to the Stag Community Asset

Transfer:

Para 70

SDC Finance & Investment Advisory Committee 9™ June 2026

“Sevenoaks Town Council also requested that an annuity payment received from
this council relating to Quakers Hall Lane Allotments be replaced by a final
payment to settle the debt. This Council agreed and made a payment of £351,146
to Sevenoaks Town Council in December 2025. At no time did Sevenoaks Town
Council suggest writing off this amount as it was a transfer between two councils.
Also, presumable Sevenoaks Town Council could use this amount to contribute to
the payment for The Stag.”

It should be clearly noted and recorded that this financial transaction does not relate to a
Community Asset Transfer, it is not transferring an asset or land from one local authority to

another.

Note: The original sum was £390,820, over £1.5m paid and settled in December 2025 at £351,146.

Ref | Site Interest Paid to Principle Sum Paid to
March 2026 March 2026
1 Hillingdon Rise | £3,158.02 £1,870
3 5 Acres £11,109.89 £2,142.29
8 Link Road £872.36 £80.47
12 Play Area £332,566.55 £11,836.16
13 5.75 Acres £1,173,762.70 £41,777.92
TOTAL £1,521,469.52 £57,706.84
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Sevenoaks Town Council — 20t July 2026

Events Attended — 2026/2027

Mayor: Councillor Victoria Granville
Deputy Mayor: Councillor Lionel O’Hara
& Mayor’s Representatives

Agenda Item 7i

I_)I_?:;:‘ Date Organisation & Event/Venue Attended by

Sun 3.00 17 May Hospice in the Weald — Meadow of Memories — Chartwell Mayor & Consort 1

Sun 7.00 17 May Sevenoaks Symphony Orchestra - Orchestral Concert in the Mayor & Consort 2
Pamoja Hall, Sevenoaks School.

Sat 10.30 23 May Love your Local Market — Bligh’s Clocktower Mayor & Deputy 3

Sun 10.30 24 May Open Day at Sevenoaks Bowling Club Mayor & Deputy 4

Sun 8.00 24 May Concert at Walthamstow Hall in aid of Sevenoaks Volunteer Mayor & Consort 5
Transport Group

Thurs 4.00 28 May Meet & Greet Friends of Rheinbach in Town Council Chamber | Mayor 6

Sat 9.30 30 May Sevenoaks Health & Wellness Fair at Vine Gardens Mayor & ClIr Canet 7

Fri 10.00 5June The Business Show at the Community Centre Mayor, Consort & Deputy |8

Tues 10.00 9 June Weald Heights Care Home Mayor 9

Wed 10.00 10 June Greatness Pavilion — Update and Site visit Mayor & Deputy 10

Wed 6.00 10 June Birketts Reception at Squerryes Court Deputy Mayor 11

Thurs 13.30 | 11 June Wildernesse House — Unveiling of Plaque at the Henry VIII Mayor & Deputy 12
Chestnut Tree

Thurs 7.00 11 June League of Friends of Sevenoaks Hospital - AGM Mayor 13

Sun 3.15 14 June Mayor of Medway — Choral Evensong & Dedication Service at | Mayor & Consort 14
Rochester Cathedral

Tues 1.00 16 June We Are Beams — Afternoon Tea at St Peter’s Church, Hextable | Mayor & Deputy 15

Thurs 2.30 18 June Visit the Forget me Not Café at Rockdale Mayor 16

Thurs 7.00 18 June Making it Happen Awards at St Nicholas Church Deputy Mayor 17

Sat 9.45 20 June Raising the Town of Sanctury Flag on the Vine Mayor 18

Sat 10.00 20 June Refugee Walk — Starting and Finishing at the Vine Deputy Mayor 19

Sat 2.30 20 June 9th Birthday Celebrations at Weald Heights Care Home Deputy Mayor 20

Sat 4.00 20 June Barbeque & switch on of New PV system at Quakers Hall Mayor & Consort 21
Allotments

Mon 10.30 22 June Fly the Flag for Armed Forces Day at Sevenoaks District Mayor 22
Council

Wed 12.00 24 June Sevenoaks Welcomes Refugees — Desperate Journeys at Mayor & Deputy 23
Sevenoaks School

Thurs 6.00 25 June Portrait of the Artists at the Kaleidoscope Gallery Mayor & Consort 24

Sat 9.15 27 June Armed Forces Day — Flag Raising at the Vine Mayor 25

Sat 9.30 27 June Tai Chi — Instructor Cllr O’Hara Mayor 26

Sat 6.00 27 June Charity Event Hospice in the Weald — Moonlight Walk Mayor & Consort 27

Sat 7.30 27 June Sevenoaks Philharmonic Choir — West End Musicals at the Deputy 28
Stag

Sun 7.30 28 June People’s Emergency Briefing film at the Stag Mayor & Deputy 29

Sun 10.00 5 July Kent Ferrari Fundraising for Children in Need Deputy +1 30

Tues 7.45 7 July Green Street Blues — Summer Concert at the Drive Methodist | Deputy + 1 31

Church
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Sevenoaks Town Council — 20t July 2026

Agenda Item 7i

Day & s

Tir‘rl'le Date Organisation & Event/Venue Attended by
Wed TBA 8 July South East in Bloom —Judging Day Mayor 32
Wed 2.00 8 July Peppercorn Rent Ceremony at the Vine Cricket Ground Mayor 33
Thurs 1.00 9 July West Heath School Prize Giving Ceremony & Summer Chill Mayor &Deputy 34

2026

Thurs 7.00 9 July Mayor of Tonbridge — Quiz Night at The Old Fire Station Mayor+5 35
Sat 12.30 11 July Bradbourne Lakes Summer Festival Mayor 36
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Agenda Item 7ii

Sevenoaks Town Council — 20t July 2026

N

2026 — 2027

The Mayor of Sevenoaks Councillor Victoria Granville

Dates for Mayoral Events

Merchant Navy Day
3rd September

Mayor’s Garden Party
11 September

May/June 2026 July 2026 August 2026
Civic Service
Peppercorn Rent Ceremony
Armed Forces Day Wednesday 8t July
Tuesday 23" June
September 2026 October 2026 November 2026

Mayor’s Firewalk
3 October

Remembrance Day
Sunday 8th November

Armistice Day
Wednesday 11th November

Tree Planting

December 2026

January 2027

February 2027
Mayors Concert at Stag
Saturday 6% February

Quiz Night
Saturday 13th February

March 2027

International Women’s Day Lunch

Monday 8th March

10th March
Commonwealth Day

April 2027

Mayor’s Volunteers Thank You
Reception

Tour of Knole House

May 2027

Luncheon at Chevening House

Follow the Mayor on Twitter

@sevenoaksmayor
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