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Sevenoaks Town Partnership

Minutes of the Meeting of Friends of Bat & Ball Station held at the Bat & Ball Station

Building
At 6.30 p.m. on 27t March 2019

Present:
Clir Paul Towell, Chairman Sevenoaks Town Council Present
Cllr Tony Clayton Sevenoaks Town Council Present
Linda Larter, Town Clerk Sevenoaks Town Council Present
Derek Medhurst Sevenoaks Camera Club Present
Clir Rachel Parry, Vice Chairman Sevenoaks Town Council Present
Clir Richard Parry Sevenoaks Town Council Present
Bonnie Tarling, Committee Clerk Sevenoaks Town Council Present
Linda Redden Heritage Engagement Officer Present
Gillian Paterson Greatness Resident Present
Association/Station User
Alastair Boobyer Local Resident Present
Clir Merilyn Canet Sevenoaks Town Council Present
Roger Johnson Sevenoaks Rail Travellers Present
Association
Byron Brown Bradbourne Resident Association Present
Glenn Ball Local Architect Present
Cllr Margaret Crabtree Kent County Council Present

1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies received from Clir Stephen Arnold and Geoff Brown.

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting of the Friends of Bat & Ball Station held on 19t

December 2018
The Minutes were received and agreed as a true record.

3. Station Matters and Activity Plan

RIBA Competition information:

Theis + Khan is pleased to announce that the Bat & Ball Station building has been
shortlisted for the RIBA South East Regional Awards 2019.

Bat & Ball Station restoration and refurbishment project was commissioned by
Sevenoaks Town Council (STC) after being given the building on a 25 year lease for

a ‘peppercorn’ rent. The building was first opened in 1862 as the main station for
Sevenoaks and although de-staffed and boarded up since 1992 the Thameslink line
continued to run to London. STC saw the opportunity to link another of their projects
the Bat & Ball community centre on the other side of the railway line (an RIBA
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competition won by Theis + Khan in 2015} to the station, giving the public full
accessibility to the London bound platform for the first time. Bat & Ball station and the
community centre are the start of STC's ambitious master plan to regenerate

Northern Sevenoaks.

Theis + Khan’s brief was to retain the original station character and refurbish the
building to provide a café, community rooms, and internal, external and accessible
WCs, to contemporary standards. The station building was of significantly historical
interest to be awarded a Heritage Lottery Fund grant of £755k towards the £950k
budget. The project started in July 2017, went on site in March 2018 and completed
in February 2019.

The existing building retained original features that provide a strong and distinctive
basis for the new design. These include elaborate architrave panels over the doors,
ticket windows and counters. A careful judgment was made to balance a sense of
historic enhancement with contemporary design so lighting, radiators and sanitary
fittings are carefully chosen to compliment the original Victorian style of the station.
Timber panelling around the walls, echoes the original and gives a sense of scale to
the lofty rooms. Mechanical and electrical services have all been updated to
contemporary standards. The town council and local community have been fully
engaged in the project throughout, led by Town Clerk Linda Larter.

The Mayor of Sevenoaks, Councillor Hogarth says:

‘I'm very pleased for everyone involved in this project that it has been shortlisted by
RIBA. Now the station has opened it has quickly become a valuable resource for the
community. The original design has been delivered, which is not always easy to do
with renovations and the feedback from the public has been very positive

A copy of the Activity Plan was received and an update was provided by the Heritage
Engagement Officer.

Camera Club Exhibition at the Bat & Ball Station building 29t"-30t" June 10am till 4pm.
Talk 2" July 7pm at the Station Building.

Heritage Talk by David Killingray — 19'" June 7pm

It was noted that a model of Bat & Ball Station was being created and would be based
on how the station and surrounding area looked during the 1950s.

There was some building work to the roof and drains currently taking place by
Southeastern and these works should be completed shortly.
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It was hoped to create a Victorian style garden at the station. Members were asked to
contact the Town Clerk if they were interested in designing and planting the garden.

Network Rail would be carrying out litter picking along the railway line starting on 3
April.

Work on the outside toilets would be completed shortly.

The Town Council would be approaching Southeastern to request that parking in the
station car park could be free for the first hour.

4. Sevenoaks District Council Environmental Visual Audit
The report was received and the actions carried out by Sevenoaks Town Council noted.

5. Outcome Map & Measurement Framework by Envoy Partnership
A copy of the framework report was received and noted. A current draft of the final
report was being drawn up with a copy available at the next meeting. It was noted that
more volunteer feedback was needed in order for this to be incorporated into the
report.

6. Community Rail Partnership — Samuel Palmer Line

An update was received from the Town Clerk. The Town Clerk & Emma West at Sevenoaks
District Council were currently working on the Business Plan. Meetings were taking place
with different funders and interested parties. A copy of the Business Plan would be bought
to a future meeting.

7. Access to Platform 1

A copy of the Architect drawings were distributed. Currently permissions were being sought
from nine different Rail Planning Authorities. Currently an issue with Govia Thameslink was
holding up the plans, it was hoped the issues would be resolved shortly. Work on the ramp
was hoped to start on 8t April and last for six weeks.
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8. Station Adoption — Sevenoaks Mainline Station

As part of the Community Rail Partnership the Friends of Bat & Ball Station have to “adopt”
Sevenoaks Mainline Station. This involves health and safety training which will take place
on Friday 5t April 1.30pm. Any members wishing to take part in the training were asked to
contact the Committee Clerk.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.45pm

Chairman
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