Sevenoaks L
Town council

18" February 2019

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the OPEN SPACES & LEISURE COMMITTEE to
be held in the Council Chamber at the address below on Monday 18" February at 7pm. Town
Councillors are reminded that they have a duty to state a Declaration of Interest prior to the
appropriate agenda item and to consider the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 s.17 when reaching
a decision.

Please note that the proceedings of this meeting may be recorded in line with regulations set
out in the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014. A copy of Sevenoaks
Town Council’s procedure for the recording meetings is available online at
sevenoakstown.gov.uk or by request. Members of the public addressing the Committee but
not wishing to be recorded should put this request to the Town Clerk at the earliest possible

opportunity. )
Town Clerk
Committee Members
Clir S Arnold
Clir N J Busvine OBE - Vice Chairman Clir O Schneider
Clir J M Canet Cllr P E Towell
Clir R Hogarth (ex officio) Clir E Waite
Clir A Eyre Clir P C Walshe
Clir R J Parry - Chairman
Clir S G Raikes

To assist in the speedy and efficient despatch of business, members wishing to obtain
factual information on items included on the Agenda are asked to enquire of the Town
Clerk prior to the day of the meeting.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
To enable members of the public to make representation or put questions to the
Committee on any matters on this agenda.

1 AGENDA
Apologies for absence
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Sevenoaks Town Council
Minutes of the Open Spaces & Leisure Committee held on 12th November 2018
In the Council Chamber commencing at 7.00 p.m.

Committee Members present:

Clir S Arnold Apologies Clir O Schneider Present
Clir N Busvine OBE, Vice Chairman | Arrived Clir P E Towell Present
7.20

Cllir ] M Canet Present Clir E Waite Present Arrived 7.35pm

Cllr A Eyre Present Cllr Mrs P C Walshe Apologies
Clir Tony Clayton
substitute

Clir R J Parry, Chairman Present Clir S G Raikes Present

In Attendance: Town Clerk, Open Spaces Manager, Committee Clerk and Clir Robert Piper

310. Apologies for Absence
As noted above.

311. Requests for Dispensations
There were no requests for dispensations.

312. Declaration of Interests
There were no declarations of interest.

313. Minutes of the Open Spaces & Leisure Committee held on 3™ September 2018
RESOLVED: That the Minutes be accepted and signed as a true record.

314. Open Spaces & Cemetery Manager's report
A report was received and discussed.
ccTv
The report was received and discussed. A further quote from Crossfire had been
received.
RESOLVED: To delegate authority to the Town Clerk, Open Spaces Manager &
Chairman and Clir Eyre to resolve the issue of CCTV at Greatness and find the best

possible solution to protect the Council’s assets.

Greatness Cemetery
The report was received and discussed.
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315.

316.

317.

318.

319.

RECOMMENDED:

To the Finance and General Purposes Committee to pay for a one off Environment
Agency Groundwater testing at a cost of £5,000 from 18/19 contingency funds to
meet legislative requirements.

RESOLVED:
To apply for the relevant Faculty to enable where appropriate the removal of
inappropriate items and tidying of plots.

South & South East in Bloom
The report was received and discussed.

Gold — Town Centre

Gold — The Vine

Silver Gilt — Upper High Street Gardens
Silver — Greatness Cemetery

Silver — Sevenoaks Common

Congratulations were given to all those involved in the project. It was requested
that Rockdale be contacted early in the planning stages for 2019. A round up and
plan for 2019 meeting would take place in December with date to be confirmed.

Statement of Accounts for September 2018
Report received and noted.

Open Spaces & Leisure Budget

The report was received and noted. It was requested that maintenance be carried
out to the pathway and steps at Millpond Wood and to allocate necessary funds
within the budget.

RESOLVED: To recommend Open Spaces & Leisure Budget to Finance and General
Purposes Committee

Bouncy Kingdom Children’s Event at Greatness Recreation Ground
The report was received and discussed.

RESOLVED:
To allow the event to take place with the following stipulations:
e Sevenoaks Town Council to have final say on marketing design and allocation.
e Sevenoaks Town Council has the right to cancel the event due to adverse
weather conditions.

Proposed Outdoor Gym at Julian’s Meadow Play Area
The report was received and discussed.

RESOLVED:
To apply for grant funding for a new outdoor gym to be installed at Julian’s Meadow
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320. Friends of Greatness Cemetery
The report was received and discussed.

RESOLVED: For Sevenoaks Town Council to create a Friends of Greatness Cemetery
Group and to arrange for Terms of Reference to be produced prior to the first
meeting taking place.

321. 9 Week Horticultural Course with West Kent Mind

The report was received and discussed.

RECOMMENDED: To Finance and General Purposes Committee to allocate £4,000
from grant budget to cover one course in 2019.

322. Current Matters

The Committee received and noted a report detailing the following matters:

Minute number

Subject

Update

236

Warren Clock

Sevenoaks Town Council had
taken over the ownership and
maintenance of the Warren
Clock shortly. Annual
maintenance checks on the
clock took place on 6t
November along with the
Jubilee & Vine Pavilion clock.

366VI

Vine & Cycle racks

Work would start in the new
year once work for the chair
storage unit had commenced.

372

Vine Pavilion Ramp

Funding received, work
commenced on 12" November

221

Lamp post outside Lloyds
Bank

The post along with a second
post near the parking meter
need to be repainted.
Committee Clerk to obtain
quotes from F M Conway and
seek possible grant funding
from KCC Clir Margaret
Crabtree. Town Wardens to
clean in the coming weeks.

223

Renovation of St Nicholas
War Memorial

Initial conversations had taken
place with St Nicholas Church.
Grant pre application form
submitted, next round of
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funding decisions in March
2019.

226 Anti Litter Campaign This project is to be discussed at
the Youth Council meeting in
December. Funding has been
applied for. Research is being
undertaken regarding costs
relating to litter bins with
separate sections for different
types of litter.

KCC to be contacted to enquire
about its anti litter campaign
and how Sevenoaks Town
Council could be involved.

324. Press Release

None proposed.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 19.49 p.m.

Chairman
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Open Spaces & Leisure Committee Meeting
Monday 18" February
Open Spaces & Cemetery Managers Report

Staff:

November & December — 5 staff from the Open Spaces and Cemetery team successfully
attended and passed the National Proficiency Test Council Qualification for the safe use of
Bench Grinding and Angel Grinding equipment.

Greatness Cemetery:

Ground Water Pollution Assessment — We have now received the results of the trial digging
and study of the geology at Greatness Cemetery. The results of the samples extracted and
the fact that groundwater was not experienced whilst digging to twice the depth that we
usually bury at means that our risk is low despite the fact that the soil is very permeable,
the second part of the survey is a desk based flux modelling using the data gathered along
with burial numbers and rainfall statistics to consider the rate and distance that potential
pollutants will migrate from the site.

The report writers for this work are reasonably confident that when the Environment
Agency do introduce a Permitting system later this year, we will be able to continue burying
and at a similar rate to what we have done in the past.

It must also be remembered that if there was any problem of pollution at present; South
East Water would have contacted us at some time in the recent past.

It has been made clear to us by our surveyor that it is extremely unlikely that the
Environment Agency would allow us to extend the Cemetery at any time in the future.
The western half of the Cemetery is within a Special Protection Zone level 1 for protection
of drinking water supplies and any increase in burials closer to bore holes would not be
tolerated.

Hopefully our proactive approach in carrying out a Tier 2 Risk Assessment will mean we are
better placed to avoid any service disruption when the Environment Agency introduce
permitting.

The Vine:

This Winter the Open Spaces team have been working on three projects:
1. Removal of the compost from the far side of the Cricket Ground.
2. Removal of the Cricket practice net run ups back filing and returfing.
3. Stabilising the eroding soil in the entrance to the Vine Waste, returfing and

reseeding and installation of reinforcing mat.

The first two projects are improvements to the site as identified in the Greenflag 5 year
program, and all three should provide visible improvement for Greenflag and S.E. in
Bloom entries.



9 Week Horticultural Course with West Kent Mind

A recent on site meeting was held with Mind and the North West Kent Countryside Project
to establish the scale and scope of works. The small bed at the rear of the Pavilion that had
been maintained by the Vine Day Nursery was chosen along with part of the eastern border.
The plan is to improve the soil and plant displays of flower and herbaceous plants with a
strong emphasis on edible flowers and plants which are a theme for South East in Bloom
this year. The nine weeks will be planned to finish before South East in Bloom judging in
late June/July. Itis anticipated that some voluntary participants will have a strong desire to
continue helping possibly joining a Friends of the Vine working group. The project would
start on 16™ April and run every Tuesday from 11am till 2pm for nine weeks.

Kippington Meadow:

A further piece of equipment, a scramble net has been installed alongside the log trail which
has proved popular since its installation last spring. Funding for the scramble net was
received with thanks from Kent County Councillor Margaret Crabtree.

Edwards Electrical site hoarding/mural:

Sadly the temporary timber hoarding is becoming dilapidated and two panels of the mural
broke away at the top hanging dangerously after a night time storm. The complete mural
has been removed as carefully as possible and stored for possible reuse in the near future
when the hoarding is repaired by the landowner.

Hillingdon Rise Green:

A request has been received by a member of the public concerned with the amount of
vehicles parking on the pavement near The Green at Hillingdon. The cars are causing
obstruction to other road users and are dangerous for children using the area as they can
not see past them when crossing the road. It has been requested that wooden bollards like
those used on other areas such as Julian’s Meadow be installed to make the site safer for all
users. The estimated cost for this work is similar to Julian’s Meadow at around £4,000

RECOMMENDATION
That the situation is re-appraised once the current Gas works are finished as this is putting
undue pressure on roadside parking at present

Allotments, Quakers Hall & Bradbourne Vale Road:
Quaker’s Hall Allotments




Status Report as at 22" January 2019

There are currently 122.5 rods vacant (87.5 in October) which are split as follows:
5x 10-rod plots (4 in October)

14x 5-rod plots (15 in October)

1x 2.5 rod plot (1 in October)

The waiting list stands at one person (five in October).

Long-term projects in the pipeline include:
e installation of solar electricity into the Trading Centre

Short-term projects include:
e the replacement of the lock on the door on the Trading Centre (paid for by SAHA)
e tree inspection and follow-up maintenance (if required)
e replacement of short length of boundary fence on Kennedy Gardens
e concreting small areas on the pinch points around three shed blocks to make
vehicular access easier (project requested by SAHA)

Completed tasks include:

e installation of ‘hedgehog’ gutter brushes to the gutters under the trees
Bradbourne Vale Road:
Currently we have one ten rod plot available with no waiting list at the present time.

An area in the corner of around 20-30 rods will shortly be cleared and possible re-letting or
communal planting area to be considered.
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4.1

4.2

SEVENOAKS TOWN COUNCIL
TERMS OF REFERENCE

Sevenoaks Town Council
Friends of Greatness Cemetery
Name

The Organisation will be called the ‘Sevenoaks Town Council Friends of
Greatness Cemetery (referred to as The Friends of Greatness
Cemetery or FOGC).

Aim

The aim of the Friends of Greatness Cemetery is to promote the
Cemetery as a place of quiet reflection and to enhance the aesthetics
and information provided at the Cemetery site.

Objectives
Improve signage and information boards

Improve planting areas around the grounds and Chapel.
Promote the Cemetery to a wider audience.

Encourage integration with other community/business
projects e.g. Sevenoaks In Bloom, Historical Talks, Nature
Trails and Talks

Protect and inform re Historical/Conservation importance.
Provide information to the public.

G. Provide further information regarding War Graves and
Mausoleum via leaflets and talks and volunteering days

COowm>

nm

It must be noted that some of these activities require a Faculty
from the Diocese and must not be undertaken without this in
place.

Membership

Members to be welcomed from a wide range of different sectors to
reflect the diverse aspirations of people in the town.

Governance.

Members who are appointed by organisations should be clear that they
act to represent their own organisation and in doing so should obtain
from their organisation the necessary consent or ratification for any
commitment or decision to which they are party on behalf of.

Members may also be known as an ‘Individual Member’ when they are
not representing an organisation.

The Executive Board will consist of membership from:
Sevenoaks Town Council

Local Residents Associations

Members of the public

Local Historians
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5.3

5.4

5.5

6.1

SEVENOAKS TOWN COUNCIL
TERMS OF REFERENCE

The Friends of Greatness Cemetery will ensure that it remains a fully
representative body;

The Friends of Greatness Cemetery will seek to ensure the full
participation of the community wherever possible and seek to inform the
community of the progress of its work’;

The Friends of Greatness Cemetery will comply with the Sevenoaks
Town Council Equal Opportunities statement and Health & Safety
policies.

The Friends of Greatness Cemetery will operate in an environment

which is fully accountable and transparent;

Any alterations to the terms of reference must be agreed by Sevenoaks
Town Council.

Meetings and Decision Making

Sevenoaks Town Council Committee Clerk, in consultation with the
Chairman of the Friends of Greatness Cemetery, will timetable at least
4 full Friends of Greatness Cemetery meetings at regular intervals
throughout the financial year.

Additional meetings may be called by 5 or more members indicating to
the Chairman that a meeting is needed.

Agenda items for such a meeting should be agreed in consultation with
the Chairman and notice given to the Clerk at least 10 days in advance.

Decisions will be made by consensus of those present on a majority
vote

It is recognised that many members of the Friends of Greatness
Cemetery will have a personal interest in promoting the best interests of
the business of the partnership and that conflicts of interest are
therefore difficult to identify. However partners should declare a
personal interest that might represent a conflict with the best interests of
the Friends of Greatness Cemetery.

Administration

Sevenoaks Town Council will undertake the administrative functions
necessary for the co-ordination of the Friends of Greatness Cemetery.

07.12.2018



Sevenoaks In Bloom Minutes
18t January 2019

Present:

Ann White — Deputy Town Clerk, Sevenoaks Town Council
Ben Day — Chargehand, Sevenoaks Town Council

Linda Larter — Town Clerk, Sevenoaks Town Council

Bonnie Tarling — Committee Clerk, Sevenoaks Town Council
Ruth King — Sevenoaks Town Council

Nicholas Cave — Open Spaces & Cemetery Manager, Sevenoaks Town Council
Clir Robert Piper — Sevenoaks Town Council

Clir Maxine Chakowa — Sevenoaks Town Council

Annette Whitney — Rockdale Housing

Anita Cleugh — Rockdale Housing

Clare Sender — New Beacon School

Isobel Groves — Sevenoaks Soroptimist

Penelope Robbins — Sevenoaks Soroptimist

Mary Hogarth — Sevenoaks Soroptimist

Apologies:

Cilr Richard Parry — Sevenoaks Town Council (Chairman)
ClIr Merilyn Canet — Sevenoaks Town Council

Neil Jackson — Coolings

Jill Roberts — West Kent Mind

1. Welcome and introductions
In the absence of the Chairman Linda Larter chaired the meeting.

2. Review of 2018
It was noted that we had received the following awards and thanks were given to all

involved in the project.

The Vine - Gold

Town Centre — Gold

Upper High Street Gardens — Silver Gilt
Greatness Cemetery — Silver
Sevenoaks Common - Silver

3. Action Plan for 2019 entry
The Action Plan was discussed and projects were decided on (new action plan
attached with timeline).

It was noted that the colour scheme for 2019 would be Red, White and Blue with a
theme of edible gardens and sensory planting.



4. Comments and suggestions
The hanging basket donation letters would be sent to businesses as previous years.

The In Bloom competition and request for volunteers would be advertised on the
community screens at the mainline station, Bat & Ball Station and Stag, in the STP
weekly newsletter and in the Town Crier.
Possible visit to King Henry’s Walk Garden in Islington for ideas and inspiration
http://www.khwgzarden.org.uk/about-the-garden/

5. Dates for future meeting

The next working party group meeting would take place on Friday 15% March, 10am
at the Town Council Chamber.
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Open Spaces & Leisure Committee

18" February 2019
Current Matters

Minute number

Subject

Update

236

Warren Clock

Repairs to the clock at the Vine
Pavilion building took place

during January 2019. The clock
was reinstated on 5% February.

366VI

Vine & Cycle racks

Work would start in the new
year once work for the chair
storage unit had commenced.

372

Vine Pavilion Ramp and
restoration of Sash Windows

Works started due for completion
at end of January however the
finish date was now delayed due to
adverse weather conditions and
will now finish in February.

221

Lamp post outside Lloyds
Bank

A quote had been received from
F M Conway during January. A
Grant application would be
submitted to KCC Cllr Margaret
Crabtree in April/May. 5 posts
will be painted in total (2 by
Lloyds Bank, 1 next to Halifax, 1
outside Natwest and 1 near the
Red House)

223

Renovation of St Nicholas
War Memorial

Initial conversations had taken
place with St Nicholas Church.
Grant pre application form
submitted and successful at first
round, next round of funding
decisions in March 2019.

226

Anti Litter Campaign

Contact had been made with
Sevenoaks District Council
regarding commercial collection
of recycled waste. STC were
preparing an Action Plan for the
campaign (copy attached). It
was noted that SDC only collect
paper and card on a commercial
level. Further research was
being undertaken to see how
plastic, glass and can recycling
could be collected and disposed
of on a commercial basis.




314

Greatness Cemetery —
Environment Agency
Groundwater Testing

Testing was carried out at the
Cemetery in January 2019. A
report had now been received
as detailed in Open Spaces &
Cemetery Manager’s report

314 Greatness Cemetery Faculty | A Faculty was applied for during
January and currently awaiting
feedback on the application.

319 Proposed outdoor gym at Quotes for new equipment had

Julian’s Meadow been received, grant
applications would be made in
February with hope of a
decision by April.

321 9 Week Horticultural Course | Initial talks had taken place with

with West Kent Mind

start date of 16™ April.
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