Sevenoaks Town Council Planning & Environment Committee Agenda 21-10-2024

15t October 2024

Town council

You are summoned to attend a meeting of Sevenoaks Town Council’s PLANNING &
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE, to be held at 7pm at the Town Council Chambers, Bradbourne
Vale Road, TN13 3QG on Monday 21 October 2024.

Town Councillors are reminded that they have a duty to state a Declaration of Interest prior
to the appropriate agenda item and to consider the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 s.17 when
reaching a decision.

Please note that the proceedings of this meeting will be streamed live to YouTube for the
public to watch via the following link: https://youtube.com/live/BWmSVNXiikc and may be
recorded in line with regulations set out in the Openness of Local Government Bodies
Regulations 2014. A copy of Sevenoaks Town Council’s procedure for the recording of
meetings is available online at sevenoakstown.gov.uk or by request. Members of the public
not wishing to be recorded should put this request to the Clerk at the earliest possible
opportunity.

Please note that the Planning & Environment Committee forward recommendations as a
statutory consultee to the local Planning Authority, and therefore the final responsibility for
approving or refusing an application rests with Sevenoaks District Council. Sevenoaks Town
Council receives 25% of all Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payments made by
developers to the District Council on new developments in Sevenoaks Town. Click here to
find out more about CIL charges and when they apply.

For more information on the role of the Planning & Environment Committee, as well as
policies which provide a reference point of preferred practices and key considerations of the
Committee when making its recommendations, please click here.
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Town Clerk

To assist in the speedy and efficient despatch of business, members wishing to obtain
factual information on items included on the agenda are asked to enquire of the Town
Clerk prior to the day of the meeting.

Committee Members — Quorum minimum of six members

Cllr Ancrum — Mayor Clir Layne
Cllr Camp — Chair Cllr Michaelides
Cllr Dr Canet Cllr O’Hara
Clir Clayton Cllr Shea
Clir Daniell — Deputy Leader Cllr Skinner OBE — Vice Chair
. Town Council Offices
Clir Dr DIX.0n Clir Va_rl_ey Bradbourne Vale Road
Cllr Granville Cllr Willis Sevenoaks Kent TN13 3QG
Cllr Gustard Cllr Wightman — Leader. ..~ o oo e
tel: 01732 459 953 fax: 01732 742 577
. email: council@sevenoakstown.gov.uk
Ty LOCAL COUNCIL \-\-’l‘h_" sevenoakstown \qm'nk
{3 Ralivas .
INVESTORS I PEOPLE " Town Clerk
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https://youtube.com/live/BWmSVNXiikc
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsevenoakstown.gov.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cplanning%40sevenoakstown.gov.uk%7Cc079d704f7c1434b7c3108d8e3ad8798%7C4cfcabae7d014873890b808ecfd9949c%7C1%7C0%7C637509681755554723%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=92FtBmeEzX9wzanns4a1%2BhOsv0V7%2FmO88NIpNpKfOCk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/downloads/download/134/community_infrastructure_levy_cil_documents
https://www.sevenoakstown.gov.uk/_UserFiles/Files/Policies/2022PlanningCommitteePolicyV4AdoptedWithAppendices.pdf
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PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

To enable members of the public to make representation or to put questions to the
Committee on any planning matters, with the exception of individual planning applications
which will be considered under a later agenda item.

AGENDA

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To receive and note apologies for absence.

2 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS
To consider written requests from Members which have previously been submitted
to the Town Clerk to enable participation in discussion and voting on items for which
the Member has a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest. (s.31 & s.33 of the Localism Act
2011).

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive any disclosures of interest from Members in respect of items of business
included on the agenda for this meeting.

4 MINUTES (Pages 5-32)
To receive and agree the Minutes from the Planning Committee Meeting held on 7t
October 2024.

5 SEVENOAKS DISTRICT COUNCIL CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED NEW BUSINESS

PARK (Pages 33-35)

To receive and note copy of Sevenoaks Town Council’s response to the District
Council’s proposed new business park, as agreed at Planning & Environment
Committee on 23" September 2024 and with collated Councillor comments. This as
submitted on 3™ October 2024.

6 KENT COUNTY COUNCIL ROAD SAFETY & ACTIVE TRAVEL NEWSLETTER (Pages 37-42)
To receive and note the second road safety and active travel newsletter from Kent
County Council, with particular attention to the section on Highway Improvement
Plans, their purpose, and what support Kent County Council are able to provide via
these plans

7 ASSETS OF COMMUNITY VALUE (Pages 43-47)
a) To receive notice that the Town Council’s nomination for the horse field on
Bradbourne Vale Road has been successful, with the field now being listed as an
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Asset of Community Value on the basis that it furthers the social wellbeing, cultural
and recreational interests of the community. This means that, should the Asset be
put up for sale by the landowner, community groups will have the opportunity to
submit an intention to bid and thereby pause the sale on the open market for 6
months while they prepare a bid.

b) To receive and note a report summarising assets which have been registered by
the Town Council, as well as explaining what a nomination can and cannot achieve.

TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURES (Page 49)
To receive and note a report summarising upcoming road closured within Sevenoaks
Town, including diversion routes and website links for up-to-date information.

DECISION NOTICES ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS COMMENTED ON BY SEVENOAKS
TOWN COUNCIL (Pages 51-52)

To receive and note decisions made by Sevenoaks District Council on applications
considered by Sevenoaks Town Council’s Planning Committee — between the two
weeks ending 14™ October 2024.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS (Pages 53-54)

a) The meeting will be adjourned to enable members of the public, by prior
arrangement, to speak on individual planning applications which are on the
current agenda.

Members of the public wishing to speak and address the Planning & Environment
Committee must register to do so with the Town Council by 12 noon on the date of
the meeting, stating that they wish to speak. The Town Council permits one person
to speak in favour and one against each Planning Application on a first registered
basis. For more details see here.

b) The meeting will be reconvened to consider planning applications received during

the two weeks ending 14™ October 2024.

PRESS RELEASES
To consider any item in this report that would be appropriate for a press release.



https://www.sevenoakstown.gov.uk/_UserFiles/Files/Policies/STCPlanningCttee-PublicSpeakingGuide14-11-2022.pdf
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Minutes of the Sevenoaks Town Council PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE meeting
held on Monday 7t October 2024 at 7:00pm at the Town Council Chambers. Livestreamed and
available on YouTube until Minutes are accepted by Town Council Meeting:
https://youtube.com/live/MWLMcsYVeV4

Present:
Committee Members
Quorum minimum of six members
Cllr Ancrum — Mayor Present ClIr Layne Apologies
Cllr Camp — Chair Present ClIr Michaelides Present
Clir Dr Canet Present Clir O’Hara Present
ClIr Clayton Present Clir Shea Present
Clir Daniell — Deputy Leader Apologies ClIr Skinner OBE — Vice Chair Present
Clir Dr Dixon Present ClIr Varley Present
Clir Granville Apologies Clir Willis Present
Clir Gustard Present Cllr Wightman — Leader Present

Also in attendance:
Planning Committee Clerk
Youth Committee Clerk

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

None.
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REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS
No requests for dispensations had been received.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Clir Wightman declared that the location of the below application is on the same road
that he resides in. He remained open minded to the application’s contents:

e [Plan no. 4] 24/02040/HOUSE - Inishmaan, Woodland Rise

MINUTES
a) The Committee received the MINUTES of the Planning Committee Meeting held 23™
September 2024.

It was RESOLVED that the minutes be approved.
b) The Committee received and noted the Minutes from the Movement & Net Zero

Working Group held on 23" September 2024.

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Councillors noted that the following application was Granted by the Development
Management Committee 26" September 2024:



https://youtube.com/live/MWLMcsYVeV4
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e 24/00859/FUL — Hollybush Tennis Centre, Holmesdale Road

b) ClIr Clayton, who had attended and spoke at the meeting on the Town Council’s
behalf, summarised the proceedings as follows:

e The Development Management Committee had conditioned the approval on a
noise reduction assessment being undertaken after the Padel courts had been
installed. This to ensure adequate sound protection measures would be installed
to protect residential amenity

e The Town Council’s recommendation for operating hours to be reduced
however had not been applied. Should this become an issue, it would likely need
to be resolved via landowner restrictions as opposed to through the planning
process.

CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED REVISIONS TO THE NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY

FRAMEWORKAND PLANNING SYSTEM

a) The Committee received and noted copy of the Town Council’s submitted response
to the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government’s consultation on
proposed changes to the National Planning Policy Framework. This as agreed by the
Planning & Environment Committee on 23" September 2024.

b) Councillors thanked the Planning Committee Clerk for her work in compiling the
Town Council’s response.

KENT COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN PUBLIC CONSULTATION (Attached)

a) The Committee received and discussed a draft response as recommended by the
Movement & Net Zero Working Group to Kent County Council’s consultation on its draft
Local Transport Plan.

b) The response as attached to the Committee papers was approved for submission and
it was RESOLVED that the draft be submitted to Kent County Council with the following
amendments:
e Addition of the Town Council’s support of an amended strategic route to
complete the London to Paris cycling route to Question 4
e Addition of the Town Council’s recommendation that Vision Zero aims be
strengthened in Question 4

KENT COUNTY COUNCIL — AMENDMENT 5: WAITING RESTRICTIONS AT LETTER BOX
LANE AND TONBRIDGE ROAD

The Committee received notice that Kent County Council has made the following Order
— originally advertised as Amendment 55 — to amend waiting restrictions on the
following length of roads:

e Letter Box Lane — on both sides from its junction with Tonbridge Road (A225)
for a distance of 10 metres in a south westerly direction.
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e Tonbridge Road — On west side of junction with Letter Box Lane between
points 10 metres north and 10 metres south.

b) It was noted that both Kippington Councillors and residents were monitoring
effectiveness of the corner protections and whether they would need extension further
into the road in the future.

KENT COUNTY COUNCIL PROPOSED AMENDMENT 4: WAITING RESTRICTIONS AT
PENDENNIS ROAD

a) The Committee received notice that Kent County Council is consulting on its proposal
to amend existing waiting restrictions on the following length of road:

e Pendennis Road — On the east side remove a section of shared parking bays
from a point 21 metres from its junction with Mount Harry Road for a distance
of 8.5 metres in a southerly direction and replace with double yellow lines.

b) It was noted that representations supporting or objecting to the proposed Order can
be made via Kent County Council’s website via the below link until 14t October 2024,
and to decide whether the Town Council respond:
http://www.kent.gov.uk/highwaysconsultations

c) It was RESOLVED that the Town Council write in support of the Order, with the caveat
that parking on the sections of the road not affected by the new drive remain in place.

ASSETS OF COMMUNITY VALUE

The Committee received notice that the Town Council’s nomination for the Adult
Education Centre as well as the 3™ Scouts Huts at Bradbourne Vale Road had been
successful, with both now having been listed as an Asset of Community Value.

STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING
a) The Committee received notice of the creation of the following new addresses
relating to various developments, as well as details and plans attached.
e First Floor, 107 High Street newly addressed as 107A High Street
e Lindow Cottage, Ashgrove Road newly addressed as Amaryllis View, Ashgrove
Road
e 360 Software Solutions Ltd Offices, 1 and 2 52 Holly Bush Lane, newly addressed
as 52A Holly Bush Lane
e Stable West of Ashgrove Cottage, Gracious Lane newly addressed as Wildflowers
Stable, Gracious Lane

b) Councillors questioned the process as to how house names are amended and
whether residents are given the opportunity to object — particularly in relation to the
amendment of locally significant or historic building names. It was RESOLVED that Cllr
Camp would enquire with District Council Officers as to this process.


http://www.kent.gov.uk/highwaysconsultations
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DECISION NOTICES ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS COMMENTED ON BY SEVENOAKS
TOWN COUNCIL

The Committee received and noted details within the report, which notified of decisions
made by Sevenoaks District Council on applications considered by Sevenoaks Town
Council’s Planning Committee, received during the two weeks ending 30" September
2024.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) No members of the public registered to speak on individual applications.

b) The Committee considered planning applications received during the two weeks
ending 30" September 2024. It was RESOLVED that the comments listed on the attached
schedule be forwarded to Sevenoaks District Council.

PRESS RELEASES

a) It was RESOLVED that a Press Release be issued detailing the Town Council’s
response to the Local Transport Plan, with request to Kent County Council Member Kent
County Council ClIr Streatfeild to support the Town Council’s position.

b) It was also RESOLVED that a Press Release be issued on the Town Council’s updated
response to the Sevenoaks Gasholder Station planning application, with particular
reference to its concerns about the potential impact to the water supply as well as the
Town Council’s ongoing collaboration to investigate the cause of flooding in Northern
Sevenoaks.

There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 8:09pm.
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Appendix 1:

Sevenoaks Town Council’s response to Kent County Council’s Public Consultation on its
draft Local Transport Plan, as approved by Planning & Environment Committee on 7%
October 2024 and submitted to Kent County Council on 8" October 2024.

Are you responding...?

Please select the option from the list below that most closely represents how you will be
responding to this consultation.

On behalf of a District / Borough / Town / Parish Council in an official capacity

Please tell us the name of your organisation:

Sevenoaks Town Council

Please tell us the first 5 characters of your postcode:

If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please use your organisation’s
postcode. We use this to help us to analyse our data. It will not be used to identify who you
are

TN133

How did you find out about this consultation?
Select all that apply.

Email from Let’s talk Kent / KCC’s Engagement and Consultation team

Do you support our new draft Local Transport Plan?

Partly

Please tell us the reason for your answer in the box below:

Sevenoaks Town Council does not support the basic priorities in Kent’s Local Transport Plan 5,
which continues to adopt a ‘predict and provide’ approach to road building for growing levels of
road transport. It takes a much less ambitious approach to non-motorised transport, and to
public transport. As a result it fails to give a convincing answer on the key challenge - and legal
commitment - facing Kent, to achieve Net Zero by 2050. The summary presented in Figure 16,
page 56, shows that progress on carbon reduction by 2036 / 7 will only be about half that
required to decarbonise transport in Kent by the legal target date. This is unacceptable.

The Sevenoaks Town Neighbourhood Plan (STNP) recognises the Net Zero objectives of Central
and Local Government, and STC expects Kent’s Transport Plan to do the same.
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Sevenoaks Town Council is disappointed that priority is given in the Plan to securing funding for
highway maintenance, and for increasing capacity in the strategic road network without a clear
plan to encourage modal shift for freight from road to rail, and for people from road vehicles to
rail, bus, and active travel. Positive policies to encourage these changes must be part of a
credible path to net zero; they can and should be developed in ways which encourage economic
growth rather than hinder it.

The Town Council supports the policy objectives of:

e bearing down on road casualties on a risk based approach, with the objective of zero
deaths; however urges Kent County Council to include all crash injuries in their
assessments, recognising that even minor crash injuries act as a major disincentive to
walking and cycling

e pressing for the reopening of international rail services from Ebbsfleet and Ashford, with
the connecting rail services needed to make these stations into genuine hubs

e connecting Kent for the first time to at least one international airport by rail; at present
we are the only county in South East England without such a sustainable link.

Policy Outcomes 8 (increased use of public transport - bus and rail) and 9 (increased active
travel) need to be given much higher priority, and to be linked into the Plan’s other objectives of
CO2 reduction, crash injury reduction and reducing congestion. These links can easily be made
through urban speed reduction schemes (20mph), Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) controls,
walking zones and routes, better transport interchange facilities and provision for cycle parking
and routes. All these are supported by the Sevenoaks Town Neighbourhood Plan, supported by
overwhelming majority at referendum, and Sevenoaks Town Council expects the Kent Plan to
articulate clearly how these and other measures will be encouraged.

The Town Council urges Kent County Council to bring its approach for urban road measures to
reduce speeds into the 21st century to encourage walking and cycling. The bizarre approach to
20mph speed indicator devices - used across London and much of Europe but not permitted in
Kent - should change as soon as possible. Kent’s reliance on expensive hard road engineering
(built out kerbs and chicanes) should be superseded where possible by planters and ‘soft’ traffic
calming which are a fraction of the cost and much more flexible. Experience shows that Kent
County Council’s capacity to design and implement hard traffic measures to support active
travel projects does not match the rate needed to change travel behaviour. The authority is
encouraged to develop a more devolved model to respond to local needs.

Rail travel is vital for Sevenoaks, and the Town Council urges Kent County Council to be more
ambitious. Getting travellers back onto trains is essential to contain congestion and CO2
emissions. This should be done by delivering the promises made since 2015 to integrate West
Kent into transport networks for London:

e regular fast trains from Maidstone East via Otford and Swanley to join CrossRail at
Farringdon and beyond as promised in 2016/7/8; this was the only gain for Kent from the
Thameslink project, and not yet delivered

e integrating the metro services which start from Sevenoaks into Transport for London as
promised in 2015, giving benefits on station staffing and quality of service management

e integration into the London ticketing system in a more seamless way, rather than the
piecemeal (and error prone) approach of ‘Project Oval’ which if continued will distort
fares across Kent.

10
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Kent County Council should press the Department for Transport to speed replacement of its
ageing and unreliable trains, especially Networkers, and to address undelivered promises and
exceptionally high fares per mile.

The Town Councilis particularly concerned by the fragmented and fragile state of the bus
network, especially the services for schools. The use of private cars for school drop offs is the
main contributor to gridlock in Sevenoaks, and the requirement for many parents to make the
schoolrun is a significant drag on productivity. Kent County Council should tackle this issue to
reduce carbon emissions, reduce congestion, and to improve Kent’s economy.

In addition, Sevenoaks Town Council would like to see more strategic active travel routes and
encourages Kent County Council to look into and support John Grimshaw’s proposed new
London to Paris route which diverts via Dartford, Darent Valley, Sevenoaks, Tonbridge and
Tunbridge Wells to complete the Avenue Verte (or Allée Verte). This is a much more pleasant
and scenic route to the existing one, which avoids Kent altogether and goes via Gatwick airport.
Necessary to this would be resurfacing and reclassification of public rights of way to allow
cycling, as well as five new bridges over the River Darent, with the benefits of a cycling route
which links six train station to Sevenoaks and increasing cycling provision for residents and
tourists alike. For more information please see below article:
https://www.theguardian.com/travel/article/2024/jul/31/cycle-from-london-to-paris-avenue-
verte?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other

The Town Council also supports the Public Rights of Way strategic aims, but would ask Kent
County Council to recognise in these aims, the opportunities for redesignating suitable
footpaths into bridleways to support integrating cycling infrastructure into Public Rights of
Ways.

Finally, the Town Council does not consider that enough weight is put on supporting and
delivering Vision Zero. Vision Zero talks about speed reduction — not just 30mph to 20mph but
also 60mph to 50mph. Sevenoaks Town Council supports this and as a Town has particular
ambitions for speed limit reductions on both major and urban roads.

Sevenoaks Town Council considers that Kent needs to update its priorities in line with those of
other areas of the country and actively move towards implementing or facilitating 20mph speed
limits in more urban locations, as well as procuring Speed Indicator Devices that are sensitive
enough to be used on 20mph roads which would help with compliance and awareness.

In addition, Vision Zero is about designing the network to reduce accidents. The Town and
District Councils within Kent have ambitions to deliver significant cycle infrastructure, and
Sevenoaks Town Council’s Highway Improvement Plan details the need for multiple new
pedestrian crossings which the Town Council would welcome support in implementing.

You can now provide feedback on each or all of the themes in this section. You can answer
all or as many of the questions on each of these as you like.

Please select which theme(s) you would like to comment on:
Select all that apply.

Strategic Road Network
Local Road Network
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Public and Shared Transport Network
Walking, cycling and other forms of non-motorised travel.

Do you agree with the proposals identified for the Strategic Road Network?

Select one response option per proposal/row.

Lower Thames Crossing Partly

A282 (M25) Junction 1A capacity enhancement Yes

International haulage traffic management Partly

M25-M26-A21 East-facing slips Partly

If you would like to make any comments on the Strategic Road Network proposals or would
like to suggest any new proposals for consideration in our Local Transport Plan, please tell
us in the box below.

If your comment relates to a specific proposal, please make this clear in your answer.

Lower Thames Crossing:

This would be very helpful in shortening journeys and moving traffic heading to midlands from
Sevenoaks and London. Sevenoaks Town Council would welcome a public transport facility for
this.

The A282 capacity enhancement:
Sevenoaks Town experiences significant congestion when the approach to the Dartford crossing
is at a standstill and the Town Council would therefore welcome improvements to alleviate that.

International haulage traffic management:
Sevenoaks Town Council recommended that Kent County Council should also liaise with
central government to reduce the impact of border controls on residents of Kent.

East facing slips:

In the absence of current plans to implement east facing slip roads, Sevenoaks Town Council
considers it imperative that Kent County Council in the meantime supports the Town Council’s
ambition of removing Sevenoaks Town and as much of the A25 from use of HGVs for through-
use. The Town Council’s Highway Improvement Plan requests such improved signage as well as
additional signage to divert HGVs from the historic centre of the town, which the Town Council
would welcome support via the Local Transport Plan with.

Sevenoaks District Council’s Local Plan proposes that the population of Sevenoaks Town will
grow by some 20% in coming years via several significant developments. The Town continues to
suffer from haulage and other traffic diverting along the A25 with the congestion and pollution
that this brings. Improvements to the slip roads would significantly improve quality of life to
Sevenoaks Town residents and ease of access to the highway network for all. The Town Council

12
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would welcome this being an immediate ambition, with the shorter term being to make
significant improvement to signage to prevent HGVs from travelling through the town.

Do you agree with the proposals identified for the Local Road Network?

Select one response option per proposal/row.

Maintaining the road network Yes
Road Safety Vision Zero Yes
Development Management Yes
Supporting the shift to electric vehicles through new charging points Partly

If you would like to make any comments on the Local Road Network proposals or would
like to suggest any new proposals for consideration in our Local Transport Plan, please tell
us in the box below.

If your comment relates to a specific proposal, please make this clear in your answer.

Maintaining the road network:

Sevenoaks Town Council recommends that improvements to surfacing should take every
opportunity to create options for active travel and reduce the use of personal transport — which
would in turn reduce unnecessary wear and tear on the road network, lowering car use and
frequency in which these roads may need maintaining.

In addition, the Town Council believes that roads need to be designed to accommodate the
increasing weight of vehicles.

Finally, it would be beneficial for local road network proposals to adopt a road and traffic
management approach which recognises that the roads through many historic towns and
settlements are no longer suitable for A road designation.

Road Safety Vision Zero:

As mentioned in previous Question about why the Town Council partly supports the new draft
Local Transport Plan, Vision Zero talks about speed reduction — not just 30mph to 20mph but
also 60mph to 50mph. Sevenoaks Town Council supports this and as a Town has particular
ambitions for speed limit reductions on both major and urban roads.

Sevenoaks Town Council considers that Kent needs to update its priorities in line with those of
other areas of the country and actively move towards implementing or facilitating 20mph speed
limits in more urban locations, as well as procuring Speed Indicator Devices that are sensitive
enough to be used on 20mph roads which would help with compliance and awareness.

In addition, Vision Zero is about designing the network to reduce accidents. The Town and
District Councils within Kent have ambitions to deliver significant cycle infrastructure, and
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Sevenoaks Town Council’s Highway Improvement Plan details the need for multiple new
pedestrian crossings which the Town Council would welcome support in implementing.

Supporting the shift to electric vehicles through new charging points

Sevenoaks Town Council would like on street electric vehicle charging reprioritised for delivery
in the short, if not medium term, as opposed to the proposal that it be a long term aim. This
needs to be delivered quickly and effectively, especially in dense urban areas such as
Sevenoaks and particularly in neighbourhoods where there is limited off street parking.

At present, lack of access to on street electric charging is discouraging those who would
otherwise wish to purchase an electric vehicle, making the current arrangement discriminatory
to those who do not have a drive-way.

Sevenoaks Town Council therefore urges Kent County Council to follow the example set by other
authorities such as Bromley and work on enabling householders to charge directly from house
to kerbside without endangering the public e.g. via gulleys.

Development Management:

Sevenoaks Town Council agrees that the infrastructure-first approach is essential, especially
with large scale developments which will require a significant volume of construction traffic — of
which Sevenoaks Town alone expects to see a number of in the near future.

In addition, the Town Council would urge Kent County Council to add Active Travel options as a
key component in designing any new highway assets —in particular new junctions such as that
proposed at the Bat & Ball junction as part of the Sevenoaks Quarry development. Such designs
should prioritise pedestrian and cyclist access and safety.

Finally, new developments must be delivered in a way which makes it easy for residents to
choose public transport or active travel.

Do you agree with the proposals identified for Public and Shared Transport Network?

Select one response option per proposal/row.

Rail freight gauge enhancement for international traffic Yes
Gatwick access improvements Yes
Dover / Folkestone High Speed rail journey time improvements Yes
International rail passenger services for Kent Yes
Sturry and Canterbury West rail corridor improvements Yes
Local rail services Yes
Bus Service Improvement Plan (county-wide) Yes

14



Sevenoaks Town Council Planning & Environment Committee Agenda 21-10-2024

Mobility as a Service Yes
Cycle Hire trials Yes
Shared transport hubs (also known as Mobility Hubs) Yes
Elizabeth line extension to Ebbsfleet Yes
Opposition to Gatwick expansion Yes

If you would like to make any comments on the Public and Shared Transport Network
proposals or would like to suggest any new proposals for consideration in our Local
Transport Plan, please tell us in the box below.

If your comment relates to a specific proposal, please make this clear in your answer.

Maidstone mainline rail journey time improvements:

Sevenoaks Town Council would like new Maidstone services into London to go through the
Thameslink core and link with the Elizabeth line to integrate Kent into the London underground
transport system. This would give better access to the London transport system for users of the
Darent Valley line including the 3000 new residents expected from the Sevenoaks Quarry site.
The Town Council would ask for reinstatement of the original planned services for this link
which would see 2 paths per hour through the Thameslink core allocated for Kent services to
Maidstone via Swanley and Otford.

Gatwick access improvements:
Sevenoaks Town Council supports this and recommends that a direct connection from Kent to
Gatwick be investigated so that visitors are not diverted via London.

International rail passenger services for Kent:
Sevenoaks Town Council supports this because it makes international services more
accessible to Sevenoaks and Kent residents.

Local rail services:

Sevenoaks Town Council supports integration of metro services starting from Sevenoaks to
London into the TFL network because this would enable Sevenoaks to get manned stations and
zonal fares which would make contactless payments much easier to operate. The Town Council
further advises that there needs to be recognition that residents of Sevenoaks, Tonbridge and
Tonbridge Wells form part of the labour network in London, by way of integrating them into the
TFL network. In addition, Kent County Council are recommended to continue to support current
and emerging Community Rail Partnerships, which encourage local residents to use
sustainable public transport.

Bus Service Improvement Plan:
In light of the announcement made by central government on 9th September 2024 which
indicated that principle authorities will be given authority to coordinate bus services to improve
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service reliability, coordination and connectivity, Sevenoaks Town Council urges Kent County
Council to collaborate with its other local authorities and seize this opportunity to do so.

Furthermore, Sevenoaks Town Council has a proposal to deliver a zero emission bus service in
Sevenoaks for the Number 8 circular route and would welcome support for this and similar
schemes recognised in the Transport Plan.

Thameside Fastrack network growth:

Sevenoaks Town Council requests a fasttrack service to also be investigated between
Greatness, Sevenoaks Town Cnetre and the two railway stations (Bat & Ball and Sevenoaks).
Linking this to the upcoming residential extension of Greatness in the Sevenoaks Quarry site
would also benefit the new residents and integrate the area into the rest of Sevenoaks Town.

Mobility as a service:

Sevenoaks Town Council supports this in principle, however, in order to work there must be a
network which allows users to make multiple mode journeys (for instance buses to train) —this
infrastructure does not currently exist. The Town Council would welcome support to develop
“last mile solutions”.

Cycle Hire trials:

Sevenoaks Town Council would be eager to host a cycle hire pilot scheme and is already
actively working on such a project, with a local provider and sponsor having been identified that
would be willing to back an e-bike hire scheme. The Town Council would therefore welcome
opportunity to work with Kent County Council on delivery on this —in conjunction with delivery
of the cycle network designed by Sustrans in Sevenoaks District Council’s LCWIP. It is the Town
Council’s view that delivering safe routes first is the precondition to the success of cycling
projects.

Shared transport hubs (also known as Mobility Hubs):
Sevenoaks Town Council has recently started a hybrid car club which it hopes to expand and
make fully electric in future and welcomes support of such schemes.

Do you agree with the proposals identified for walking, cycling and other forms of non-
motorised travel?

Select one response option per proposal/row.

Our 15 initial proposed walking zones we will focus on from our Kent Cycling

Y
and Walking Infrastructure Plan ©s
Our 15 initial proposed cycling route corridors we will focus on from our Kent Ves
Cycling and Walking infrastructure plan
Public Rights of Way improvements Yes
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If you would like to make any comments on the walking, cycling and other forms on non-
motorised travel proposals or would like to suggest any new proposals for consideration in
our Local Transport Plan, please tell us in the box below.

If your comment relates to a specific proposal, please make this clear in your answer.

Kent Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan:

As mentioned in previous Question about why the Town Council partly supports the new draft
Local Transport Plan, Sevenoaks Town Council urges Kent County Council to examine and
integrate into its plans John Grimshaw’s proposed new London to Paris cycle route passing
through Dartford, Darent Valley, Sevenoaks, Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells to complete the
Avenue Verte (or Allée Verte). This is a much more pleasant and scenic route to the existing one,
which avoids Kent altogether and goes via Gatwick airport. Necessary to this would be
resurfacing and reclassification of public rights of way to allow cycling, as well as five new
bridges over the River Darent, with the benefits of a cycling route which links six train station to
Sevenoaks and increasing cycling provision for residents and tourists alike. For more
information please see below article:
https://www.theguardian.com/travel/article/2024/jul/31/cycle-from-london-to-paris-avenue-
verte?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other

The Town Council also supports the Public Rights of Way strategic aims, but would ask Kent
County Council to recognise in these aims, the opportunities for redesignating suitable
footpaths into bridleways to support integrating cycling infrastructure into Public Rights of
Ways.

Please select which district(s) you would like to comment on:

You can answer all or as many of the questions on each of the district proposals as you
like. If you would rather not provide feedback for a question/district, please move on to the
next section.

Select all that apply.

Sevenoaks

Do you agree with the proposals identified for the district of Sevenoaks? Select one
response box per proposal/row.

M25-M26-A21 - slips for journeys eastwards on M26 to avoid Sevenoaks town

centre ves
Opposition to Gatwick expansion due to noise disturbance from flight paths Yes
Bat and Ball junction improvements Yes
Bus Service Improvement Plan Yes
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Improvements to cycling corridors in Sevenoaks Yes

If you would like to make any comments on the proposals for Sevenoaks or would like to
suggest any new proposals for consideration in our Local Transport Plan, please tellus in
the box below.

If your comment relates to a specific proposal, please make this clear in your answer.

Accessibility:
Sevenoaks Town Council recommends that priority be given to accessibility considerations, due

to the aging population and their growing need for public transport and safe footpaths.

Bat & Ball Junction:

Sevenoaks Town Council looks forward to improvements at Bat & Ball junction and is in regular
communication with Tarmac about the proposal. Through its Highway Improvement Plan, the
Town Council has requested round table talks with Kent County Council, Tarmac, Sevenoaks
Town Council and Sevenoaks District Council to consider ways of improving the design to favour
pedestrian and cyclist movement, and any support to set this up would be greatly appreciated.

Also related to the Bat & Ball junction improvements in terms of the Sevenoaks Quarry
development through which they are proposed, is the need for improvements to be made to the
footbridge between Moor Road and Watercress Drive. This will be essential to integrate the
~3000 residents of the new development at Sevenoaks Quarry with the retail and employment
sites to the west of the railway line.

Bus service improvement plan:

Sevenoaks Town Council hopes that it can continue to work with Kent County Council on
improving bus services within Sevenoaks, building upon the success of the No 8 circular bus
route. An important element of this will be live service information at bus stops to inform local
users, and the Town Council would also appreciate supportin its proposals for the No 8 bus to
become electric.

Improvements to cycling corridors in Sevenoaks:

Sevenoaks Town Council requests acceleration of the Sevenoaks Local Cycling and Walking
Infrastructure Plan delivery as a network, as opposed to one route at a time. The Town Council
would also welcome support to deliver this Plan in a cohesive and comprehensive way, as the
current proposals for Route 1 stop short of the A25 and there is no current funding to connect it
to existing cycle routes.

In addition, the Town Council is currently working to identify ways to deliver Route 8 of the
Sevenoaks Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (Sevenoaks to Dunton Green), which
would link Dunton Green Station and Sevenoaks stations, and would welcome Kent County
Council’s support to do so.

Highway Improvement Plans:

Related to the above, Sevenoaks Town Council would recommend increased support for road
reconfiguration and improvements to walking & cycling via Town and Parish Councils’ Highway
Improvement Plans. This could help to deliver walking and cycling routes outside of the Local or
Kent Walking and Cycling Improvement Plans. For instance, the Town Council’s Highway
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Improvement Plan proposes a number advisory cycling lanes which do not feature in the Local
Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan and which we would seek Kent County Council’s
support to deliver.

The Highway Improvement Plan process does not currently include active travel and neither
does it currently cater for towns/parishes looking to make significant changes.

We want to make sure that everyone is treated fairly and equally, and that no one gets left
out, which is why we are asking you some additional questions. We will use this
information to help us make decisions and improve our services.

It is not necessary to answer these questions if you are responding on behalf of an
organisation.

If you would rather not answer any, or all, of these questions, select 'No' This will take you
to the end of the questionnaire where you can submit your response.

If you select 'Yes' but change your mind, you can skip any of the questions, just please
make sure you click through to the end of the questionnaire and click 'Submit’.

Are you willing to provide more information about yourself?

Responding on behalf of an organisation

Thanks again

Let’s talk Kent

19



Sevenoaks Town Council Planning & Environment Committee Agenda 21-10-2024

Appendix 2:
Planning Applications Considered

Applications considered on 7-10-24

1 Plan Number  Planning officer Town Councillor Agent
21/01254/FUL Sean Mitchell 09/10/2024 Clir Dr Canet Barton Wilmore
Applicant House Name Road Locality
c/o Agent Sevenoaks Gasholder Station |Cramptons Road Northern
Town County Post Code Application date
19/09/24

21/01254/FUL - Amended plan

Construction of a residential development of 136no. dwellings, new vehicular accesses from
Otford Road and Crampton's Road, associated parking, landscaping, drainage, boundary
treatments and earthworks.

A summary of the main changes are set out below:

Amended orientation of 2 car parking spaces, further information relating to noise (agent of
change) and details and comments relating to highways and proposed car club.

Comment

Sevenoaks Town Council recommended refusal on the following grounds:

1. Layout and density of the development are not consistent with the Allocations and
Development Management Plan of 2015 (including but not limited to policies SP1 and SP7),
or the Local Plan for the site, being very significantly taller and more dense.

In addition, it is not consistent with the Sevenoaks Town Neighbourhood Plan (STNP) Policy
D1, which states that any development at the Sevenoaks Gasholder Station should be
designed at "a scale and massing that responds to the context (i.e. two storey buildings on
Cramptons Road but with potential for four storeys on Otford Road).” The STNP was
adopted or "made" by the Local Planning Authority in May 2023 and now forms part of the
legally binding planning policy framework. At Examination stage, the Independent Examiner
described the policy information as "of significant value to the decision maker (as well as to,
for example, local residents and businesses." For this reason the Town Council believes
that the guidance as set out in Policy D1 should be given substantial weight as a publicly
endorsed and legally binding planning policy document, and used by developers as a set
list of minimum requirements and maximum site constraints.

2. The ten-storey rotunda tower is overdeveloped, overbearing, out of character and of a
height incongruous with the residential character of the area. There are no buildings above
four storeys in that locality and the loss of the former industrial gasometers which it mimics
is welcomed by residents of the area;

3. The design and materials are out of keeping with the District Council’s Residential
Character Area Assessment for the areas local to it;

4. The rotunda tower would be intrusive to the green belt and SSSI which it would be
immediately adjacent to;

5. The rotunda tower would be solid, impermeable to light and views, and internally lit at
night, unlike the predecessor (and now non-existent) gasometer, impacting visual amenity
for a considerable distance;

6. The townhouses on Cramptons Road are not in keeping with the Residential Character
Area Assessment. The mismatch in heights of windows to neighbouring homes create
significant issues of overlooking and loss of privacy;

7. Parking is insufficient with a risk of overspill into the on-street parking in an area with
already high demand. Works would significantly reduce existing on-street parking.
Sevenoaks Town Council recommends that the Kent County Council policy of one space
per unit be adhered to;

08/10/24 04:22 PM Sevenoaks Town Council Page 1 of 6
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Planning Applications Considered
Applications considered on 7-10-24

waste disposal.

supplied as evidence and reiterated by the Town Council.

8. Lack of social housing - The proposal includes a very small number of homes at a
discounted market price on the initial sale only. Sevenoaks Town Council recommends that
40% of the units be made available as affordable social rented housing, as per Sevenoaks
District Council and STNP policy, in perpetuity.

9. South East Water has raised significant concerns with regards to groundwater pollution
and abstraction which the Town Council strongly supports. The piling on contaminated
land, which is necessary for the tower block, would interfere with and potentially damage or
even compromise the watercourses and supply of water to a significant portion of
Sevenoaks Town residents. Furthermore, the Sevenoaks Town Neighbourhood Plan
requires via Policy L2 that developments demonstrate they will not overbear the existing
network or cause difficulties to the local water supply, sewerage and sewage treatment or

Finally, Sevenoaks Town Council reiterated the detailed informative report which was
previously submitted with previous responses to this planning application. The report has
been updated and attached for reference, in addition to a copy of South East Water’s letter
dated 9th February 2024 and uploaded to the Planning Portal on 12th February 2024 which is

2 Plan Number  Planning officer Town Councillor Agent
24/01654/HOUSE Christopher Park 21/10/2024  |Clir O'Hara N/A

Applicant House Name Road Locality

S VYing 4 Bosville Drive Northern

Town County Post Code Application date

30/09/24

Rear and side extension, hip-to-gable loft conversion with rear dormer, rooflights, removal
of chimney, provision of vehicle crossover and driveway, EV charging point, alterations to
fenestration and internal alterations.

Comment

Sevenoaks Town Council recommended approval subject to the Planning Officer being
satisfied there is no loss of amenity to neighbours.

3 Plan Number

Planning officer

Town Councillor

Agent

24/01988/FUL Anna Horn 16/10/2024 ClIr Michaelides National Trust
Applicant House Name Road Locality
M Wherry Knole House Knole Lane Town
Town County Post Code Application date

25/09/24

Assessment.

24/01988/FUL - Amended plan

A summary of the main changes are set out below:

Reinstatement & repair works to the Icehouse entryway with new proposed entry gates and
internal viewing platform.

The applicant has provided an updated Arboricultural Report and an Ancient Woodland

Comment

continues to be satisfied with this application.

Sevenoaks Town Council recommended approval provided the Conservation Officer

08/10/24 04:22 PM

Sevenoaks Town Council

Page 2 of 6
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Planning Applications Considered
Applications considered on 7-10-24

4 Plan Number  |Planning officer Town Councillor Agent
24/02040/HOUSE Samantha Yates 11/10/2024  |Clir Wightman Carmen Austin Architectu

Applicant House Name Road Locality

Mr & Mrs Carmen Inishmaan Woodland Rise Wildernesse

Town County Post Code Application date

20/09/24

Demolish rear conservatory and replace with single storey flat roofed extension with roof

lanterns and solar panels. Construct single storey garage extension. Demolish portico range
to front; replace with pitch roof, single storey infill extension, and two storey extension with
balcony, stone columns and entablature. Changes to fenestration. Add stone corner quoins,

internal alterations.

door and window surrounds. Remove 1 chimney, replace concrete roof tiles with slates,

Comment

Sevenoaks Town Council recommended approval, noting the request from the Conservation
Officer for a sample of the proposed new roof tiles.

5 Plan Number  Planning officer Town Councillor Agent
24/02245/HOUSE Stephanie Payne 18/10/2024  (ClIr Willis N/A

Applicant House Name Road Locality

Mr J Horgan 7 Granville Road Town

Town County Post Code Application date

27/09/24

Installation of a greenhouse. Resurfacing front paths and tiling by the front door.

Comment

Sevenoaks Town Council recommended approval, providing both the Planning Officer and
the Conservation Officer are satisfied with the materials and design, that there is no overall
loss of biodiversity, and subject to a condition for the tree proposed for removal to be
replaced as per Policy L4 of the Sevenoaks Town Neighbourhood Plan.

6 Plan Number  Planning officer Town Councillor Agent
24/02246/LBCALT  Stephanie Payne 18/10/2024  (ClIr Willis N/A

Applicant House Name Road Locality

Mr J Horgan 7 Granville Road Town

Town County Post Code Application date

27/09/24

Installation of greenhouse, shed, resurfacing front paths and tiling by the front door.

Comment

Sevenoaks Town Council recommended approval, providing both the Planning Officer and
the Conservation Officer are satisfied with the materials and design, that there is no overall
loss of biodiversity, and subject to a condition for the tree proposed for removal to be
replaced as per Policy L4 of the Sevenoaks Town Neighbourhood Plan.

08/10/24 04:22 PM

Sevenoaks Town Council

Page 3 of 6
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Planning Applications Considered
Applications considered on 7-10-24

7 Plan Number  Planning officer Town Councillor Agent
24/02340/HOUSE Summer Aucoin 11/10/2024 Clir Gustard Mr Eren Munir
Applicant House Name Road Locality
Ms J Locke 79A Weald Road Kippington
Town County Post Code Application date
20/09/24

3m rear extension with new steps.

Comment

Sevenoaks Town Council recommended approval, subject to:
- The Arboricultural Officer being satisfied that the proposed construction method
statement is sufficient to protect the TPO trees,

- Any removed trees being conditioned for replacement as per Policy L4 of the Sevenoaks
Town Neighbourhood Plan.

8 Plan Number  Planning officer Town Councillor Agent
24/02413/HOUSE Abbey Aslett 11/10/2024 Clir Shea Blackbumn Architects Limit
Applicant House Name Road Locality
Mr | Osburn Pounsley House Pounsley Road Adjoining Northern
Town County Post Code Application date
24/09/24

Adjoining Parish Consultation:

Extend roof, insert new dormers, roof lights, and juliet balcony. Demolish side extension, to
be replaced with new single storey, flat roofed, extension with roof lanterns. New rear

conservatory to replace existing. Infill extension to rear. Changes to fenestration. Demolish
existing garage and laundry building and construct ancillary annexe building. Demolish two

outbuildings. Erect two new free-standing car ports.

Comment

boundary.

Sevenoaks Town Council did not provide comment, as the application site is outside it's

9 Plan Number

Planning officer

Town Councillor

Agent

24/02420/HOUSE Summer Aucoin 15/10/2024 Clir Skinner Kent Building Control Ltd
Applicant House Name Road Locality
Mr & Mrs Dasgupta 97 Bradbourne Park Road St Johns
Town County Post Code Application date

24/09/24

fenestration.

New flat roof dormer with rooflights, and extension to existing dormer. Alterations to

Comment

\Sevenoaks Town Council recommended approval.

08/10/24 04:22 PM

Sevenoaks Town Council

Page 4 of 6
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Planning Applications Considered
Applications considered on 7-10-24

10 Plan Number  Planning officer Town Councillor Agent
24/02452/FUL Stephanie Payne 18/10/2024  |Clir Camp Offset Architects

Applicant House Name Road Locality

Mr E Cloke Burlanes Interiors 41 Dartford Road St Johns

Town County Post Code Application date

27/09/24

Change of use of part of the ground floor and the entire first floor from an interior design
showroom (Class E) to a flat (Class C3 Dwellinghouses) Addition of rooflight. Alteration to
fenestration. Proposed cycle store.

Comment

Informative:

Sevenoaks Town Council recommended approval.

Sevenoaks Town Council also raised concerns as to whether this location - being the edge
of the Town Centre - is appropriate for a reduction in employment space.

11 Plan Number  Planning officer Town Councillor Agent
24/02456/HOUSE Abbey Aslett 14/10/2024 Clir Ancrum Studio Charrette

Applicant House Name Road Locality

C Whitehead 44 Quakers Hall Lane Eastern

Town County Post Code Application date

23/09/24

house.

Detached outbuilding for ancillary use in rear garden area as a detached annexe to the main

Comment

on each side.

Informative:

Sevenoaks Town Council recommended approval subject to the Planning Officer being
satisfied that there is no undue loss of amenity and privacy for the neighbouring properties

The Town Council requested that Building Control pay particular attention to the quality of
construction and the infill, as well as the sustainability of the drainage.

12 Plan Number

Planning officer

Town Councillor

Agent

24/02476/MMA Summer Aucoin 17/10/2024 Clir Ancrum Offset Architects
Applicant House Name Road Locality
Mr & Mrs Garcia-Almendros & 5 Holly Bush Lane Eastern
Town County Post Code Application date

24/09/24

Bush Lane, Eastern, ,

Amendment to 24/00943/HOUSE to extend single storey extension, alteration to fenestration.
Alterations to interior layout.Mr & Mrs Garcia-Almendros & Fortmann-Shalhour, 5 Holly

Comment

\Sevenoaks Town Council recommended approval.

08/10/24 04:22 PM

Sevenoaks Town Council

Page 5 of 6
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Planning Applications Considered
Applications considered on 7-10-24

13 Plan Number  Planning officer Town Councillor Agent
24/02488/HOUSE Summer Aucoin 15/10/2024 Clir Layne Harringtons 2006

Applicant House Name Road Locality

Mr L Axelsson 2 Holly Bush Lane Eastern

Town County Post Code Application date

24/09/24

area.

Erect an above door porch canopy on the east elevation, with enlarged step and landing

Comment

Proposed by Clir Clayton with Clir Layne's apologies:

Sevenoaks Town Council recommended approval.

14 Plan Number  Planning officer Town Councillor Agent
24/02504/HOUSE Summer Aucoin 16/10/2024 Clir O'Hara Mr Glen Butterfield

Applicant House Name Road Locality

Mr R Moore 2 Meadow Close Northern

Town County Post Code Application date

25/09/24

level.

Glass conservatory to rear elevation in PVCu with aluminium bi-folding doors to ground

Comment

\Sevenoaks Town Council recommended approval.

15 Plan Number  Planning officer Town Councillor Agent
24/02517/DEMNOT  Abbey Aslett 14/10/2024 Clir Michaelides N/A

Applicant House Name Road Locality

E & M Allen Grove House 15 Clarendon Road Town

Town County Post Code Application date

23/09/24

Demolition of garage.

Comment

\Sevenoaks Town Council recommended approval.

08/10/24 04:22 PM

Sevenoaks Town Council

Page 6 of 6
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Comments:

This scheme is to regenerate the former gasholder site which lies between Cramptons Road
and Otford Road. The proposal is for the creation of 136 new homes on the site which is just
under a hectare in area, and the use of this brownfield site for housing in this important site
is consistent with planning at District and Town level.

Primary access to and from the site is to be from the Otford Road opposite Bakers Yard,
with a secondary, one-way, inwards only route from Cramptons Road.

On the Cramptons Road frontage, 8 townhouses are proposed. These have three storeys
and flat, green roofs. The front facade is ‘crenellated’ giving the homes an appearance of a
Spanish mountain village, albeit in red brick with bronze coloured window frames, doors,
balustrades and trims. Externally, the houses have two parking spaces and bin/ bike stores
at the front but no other garden. They each have a roof terrace accessed from the second
floor bedrooms, which look across the street at the existing houses, and full height windows
to first floor bedrooms with one having a small balcony. All but one window is full height on
the Cramptons Road fagade of each house. These homes are earmarked as “Discounted
Market Sale”. The level of discount is 20%, and this is the only “affordable” housing in the
scheme, there being no social rented accommodation included. These homes make up 5%
of the total number of units. The external finishes to the buildings are red/ brown/ mixed
brick with bronze coloured window frames, panels and balustrades to the balcony available
to every flat.

In the development behind are two further townhouses, back to back with those on
Cramptons Road, and on either side, South and North, are two four-storey blocks of
apartments. The North Block stands on a podium which houses parking spaces, bike spaces
and plant. Flats are a mix of two and three bedrooms and one studio flat. Lifts are included
and there is one wheelchair-accessible designed townhouse (although since this will be in
private ownership, not RSL, it’s appeal will be limited).

To the West, and closest to the Otford Road, stands a rotunda. This is designed to reflect
the gas towers which previously occupied the site. It stands 10 storeys high and at almost
exactly the same height as the tallest of the two gasometers which stood here. The fagade
treatment picks out the structure of the fretwork of the gas towers, with vertical spines
picked out in white tiles on the outer face and highlighted with glazed green and yellow tiles
on the inward faces, horizontal features every few storeys as per the old towers and set
against warm grey brickwork (or possibly red, depending on which document you look at)
with bronze window frames, insert panels and balconies. Internally, each floor includes a
mix of seven one-, two- and three-bedroom flats. It is stepped away from the boundary with
Otford Road by the car parking spaces around it.
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A garden in the centre of the development is landscaped extensively on varying levels and
using excavated material to create grassy mounds in the central area with paths running
between, and ‘natural play’ spaces incorporated. There are indications that this space will
be open to the public, a most welcome development in a neighbourhood with no public
green spaces. There is a comprehensive planting strategy of trees, shrubs and biosolar roofs.
The PROW which runs through the site currently will be opened up and fully integrated as
an access route across the site.

Car parking is arranged in a number of locations: in the podium of the rotunda and the
North block, in front of the Cramptons Road Townhouses, around the western side of the
rotunda and south and west of the South Block. There are 97 spaces in this scheme of 136
homes, 16 of them dedicated to the 8 townhouses, being on their driveways. The remaining
spaces divided by the remaining units gives a rate of 0.63 spaces per unit. 184 covered cycle
spaces are designed into the scheme in a variety of locations.

In addition to low parking provision, there will be a loss of informal on-street parking on
Cramptons Road. The Town Council's estimate is in the region of 15 spaces along the stretch
which the townhouses will occupy. Many existing Cramptons Road residents are reliant on
on-street parking, and increasingly live in multicar households as young family members
cannot afford to move into homes of their own and continue to live with parents. On street
parking is also used extensively by visitors and workers at the nearby industrial units and
other commuters. The loss of spaces will have a considerable impact upon the neighbours.

The low parking provision is justified by the developer on the basis of the sustainable
location of the scheme and the provision of a travel plan, with a Travel Plan Coordinator
post for five years. Car sharing schemes will be promoted (although the Town Council is not
aware of any existing ones in Sevenoaks, the scheme given as an example does not extend
this far out of London at present) and the viability of a Car Club is being explored. Walking,
cycling and public transport are to be promoted, although the document correctly notes the
infrequency and limited operating hours of buses and trains in this location.

It would be fair to say that residents around this site are upset by the proposal. They
received a consultation during the winter of 2021 which many reported having had a three-
day turnaround on to meet the deadline, and they are upset by the scale of project being
vastly different from that which has been widely consulted on through the STNP and
Northern Masterplan development of recent years. All that Sevenoaks Town Council's
Councillors have spoken to or been in contact with are concerned about the precedent for
density on other sites such as the waterworks and quarry, although most are keen for the
brownfield site to be developed for housing to meet local needs. None miss the gas towers,
and almost all are surprised by the design inspiration they have offered. Councillors have
detected no love for the industrial heritage of the site. In talking to them, Councillors have
been hard pressed to find anyone who could remember the last time the gas towers were
fully raised and occupying the void of the frame, although the answer to that seems to be
sometime in the mid 1990’s, perhaps earlier. Many then consider the solid 10-storey design
to be overbearing and dominating on their neighbourhood. They have serious concerns
about parking in particular — both the loss of parking spaces on street which are already in
keen demand and overflow parking from residents of the scheme which has significantly
fewer than the KCC policy 1 space per unit.
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The analysis of the local facilities recognises the close access to supermarkets and small
retailers at St John’s, but misunderstands the rhythm of Sevenoaks —in listing leisure
facilities, it describes two local private gyms but doesn’t make clear the distance to the civic
leisure centre and pool; in describing healthcare, it mentions the hospital and the private
medical centre, but makes no study of GP’s or their capacity for 136 new households;
describing schools, it includes Dorton House which was highly specialised and is now closed,
makes no distinction between state and private schools and suggests access to primary
schools already operating on very tight catchment areas. The application sets out where
social infrastructure lies but offers no analysis of their capacity for a large, unplanned-for
development. Having been asked in pre-application to include pedestrian and cycle routes,
there is no analysis of this at all.

With all that said, the design is interesting, unusual and sustainably built, and the Town
Council especially welcomes the inclusion of public green space and play facilities in this
neighbourhood which has none, as well as the significant improvements to the PROW which
traverses the site, and which is open and secure through the proposed development. It
effectively remediates this brownfield site and opens up the space.

Additional information relating to STC's decision advice:

Sevenoaks Town Council recommended refusal on the following grounds:

Layout and Density of Building

- ADMP —the Allocationg and Development Management Plan adopted by SDC in 2015
identifies this site as having the potential for 39 new homes at a density of 40 homes
per hectare;

- STNP —the Sevenoaks Town Neighbourhood Plan, which was adopted as part of the
local plannign framework in May 2023 states in Policy D1 that any development should
be designed at a "scale and massing that responds to the context (i.e. two storey
buildings on Cramptons Road but with potential for four storeys on Otford Road)"

- Local Plan — SDC’s previous draft local plan mooted the possibility of increasing density
on this site in order to achieve housing targets. It suggested a maximum of 98 homes on
the site, although of course this isn’t adopted policy currently.

It is clear that this proposal is considerably more dense than foreseen by either local council
in any of its’ planning documents, adopted or otherwise. The planning document in force is
the ADMP at 39 homes.

The height of the rotunda is a factor of the proposed density. At ten storeys, it would
become a landmark site on this gateway into Sevenoaks where no landmark has been
envisaged thus far. It will be visible and distinct from a considerable distance, and is
considerably higher than anything else in the area by some six storeys.

Design, Appearance and Materials
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The SDC Residential Area Character Assessments for the surrounding areas identifies it as
an area characterised and identified by two-storey terraced housing with some flats of
three-storeys, and proposes developments are in keeping with that style. For Cramptons
Road it notes the detracting view of the gas holders, still standing at the time of the
assessment. The assessment for Berwick Way notes that the residential character is harmed
by views of the gas holders.

The rotunda is very far removed from that character, and its height is incongruous with the
residential character in the immediate neighbourhood and the town as a whole. It will
dominate the existing neighbourhood of two-storey terraced homes.

The nearest ‘tall’ building is perhaps the Conway offices at 4/5 storeys, and that is very
visible from the surrounding countryside including the SSSI Nature Reserve. The Town

Council does not believe that a building of this height and dominance is appropriate or
desireable in this location.

The industrial heritage of the gas towers drawn upon by the architect is not one which
defines Sevenoaks or which is missed by its residents. The gas towers were last full over 25
years ago, only their fretwork has been visible in the time since, and their dismantling was
broadly welcomed. Unlike the unused gas holders, this building will be impermeable to light
and internally lit at night impacting the visual amenity for a considerable distance. There is
no precedent for individual tall buildings in Sevenoaks which is characterised by two storey
houses and low blocks of flats.

The townhouses on Cramptons Road are not in keeping with the residential Character Area
Assessment, being three-storey, flat roofed with variable facade and full-height windows
roof terraces to the upper floors at the front. They have an uncomfortable relationship with
the neighbours opposite, with roof terraces at a level similar to upstairs bedroom windows,
creating issues of overlooking and loss of privacy.

Adequacy of Parking

The scheme envisages parking levels of 0.7 spaces per unit. This is not compliant with KCC
design guidance which requires 1 space per unit for homes in a suburban location. It is
noted that the 0.7 figure includes the 8 townhouses which each have two spaces allocated,
and therefore the ratio for the remaining properties with shared parking access is close to
0.6 spaces per unit.

Whilst the Town Council supports the intention to reduce reliance on cars, it does not seem
probable that the infrastructure of frequent buses, fast rail connections and safe cycle lanes
can be in place in time to persuade residents that personal vehicles are not needed. The
Town Council therefore recommends that a 1:1 ratio should be adhered to, as per KCC

policy.

The scheme will cause the loss of some 15 on-street parking spaces in Cramptons Road.
Residents frequently report that parking is at a premium in this location and is used not
only by residents of increasingly multigenerational homes but also visitors to the several
industrial facilities in the area.

Lack of Social Housing
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It is vital that a scheme in this location of this mix makes 40% of homes available as
Affordable Housing in accordance with national and district policy. Discounted sale values
to the initial buyers of just 5% of the stock is not acceptable, and will not serve the 800
families on the local housing list who do not have the capital to purchase property.

Informative:

The application includes a comprehensive travel plan, which includes frequent reviews of
resident journeys and a car club as mitigation for lower parking levels and assumptions of
residents not needing personal transport in this location. With the further delay to fast
services from Bat and Ball Rail Station and with existing bus routes being tailored to a
neighbourhood of car owners, any Travel Plan must be binding and enforceable.

The application also considers that the scheme makes a positive contribution to the green
spaces of the area, and indeed there are very few green public spaces or play facilities in the
Cramptons Road/ Moor Road/ Swanzy Road area. Public access to maintained public space
and play facilities must be permanently ensured.

The applicant states that the infrastructure for vehicle charging points can be provided. Any
development should be conditional upon comprehensive provision of charging points for
electric cars and bikes given their rapid increase in popularity and availability.

The scheme as submitted is substantially larger than envisaged in the ADMP or STNP. It is
vital that infrastructure is able to cope with 136 new families in the area and at present
healthcare and education (particularly primary education) are at capacity. The applicant’s
Design and Access Statement draws attention to schools which are operating at very tight
catchments, plus one which doesn’t exist any longer. It covers medical centres without
reference to a single GP practice, which the Town Council knows to be under great pressure.
Public transport infrastructure in this location is not designed for dense, low-car owning
developments with few bus services serving the area at infrequent intervals and, whilst the
site is undeniably close to a rail station, the services from Bat and Ball station do not
compete for most London-bound commuters with those at Sevenoaks station. Bat and Ball
junction is highly congested with unsignalled and hard-to-use pedestrian crossings and zero
cycle infrastructure. Significant investment will be needed in local infrastructure to meet the
expectations of this development and should be reflected in the Section 106/ CIL heads of
terms.
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Appendix 4: Copy of South East Water's response dated 9th February 2024, with support from Sevenoaks

Town Council
Planning Comments

From: Sean Mitchell

Sent: 12 February 2024 13:01

To: Planning Comments

Subject: FW: Sevenoaks Gasholders - Updated Reports 21/01254/FUL - further consultation

request - further information for SEW

Please Idox this consultation response from South East Water for the above-mentioned application - PUBLIC
Many thanks,

Sean

From: Murrell, lain J <lain.Murrell@southeastwater.co.uk>

Sent: Friday, February 9, 2024 7:58 PM

To: Sean Mitchell <Sean.Mitchell@sevenoaks.gov.uk>

Subject: RE: Sevenoaks Gasholders - Updated Reports 21/01254/FUL - further consultation request - further
information for SEW

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Exercise caution unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.

Sean,
Apologies for the delay in responding.

Our consultants, whom we support, ultimately haven’t reached the same conclusions as those set out in Stantec’s
letter of the 18" of December 2023 (Ref 31392). A sufficient level of uncertainty persists, and | do not believe the
current process of each party challenging the technical opinion of their counterpart is bringing us any closer to
resolution. We are no nearer to gaining the necessary level of assurance to allow us to accept the proposed re-
development of the former Sevenoaks Gasholder site, in its current form.

Given the significance of Cramptons Road WTW to maintaining supply to thousands of our customers we have no
alternative but to continue with this stance, and hence cannot remove our objection. The historic levels of
contamination will persist for an undefined if not indefinite period of time, and the piling works in their current form
will introduce an unacceptable level of risk to the local water resources.

Sevenoaks District Council’s new Local Plan, Plan2040 through Policy W3, Water Management, Stress and Efficiency
identifies the need to undertake an appropriate site investigation and risk assessment when considering proposals
in a Source Protection Zone. That process has now for all intents and purposes concluded, and the evidence
provided hasn’t been sufficient to change our opinion. We have no alternative but to take a precautionary position
as in the event that the Cramptons source was compromised, however unlikely, there is no obvious means to
recover.

For the record, the following remain key points of concern;

e Source —the potential for DNAPL to be present, which the development could impact, has not been fully
considered in the presented assessments. It does not appear that investigative works have extended to the
depth of the proposed works, and therefore the risk assessments presented have not fully considered all
associated risks.

e Receptors —we do not agree that the abstraction points are not receptors to the
development. Groundwater flow appears to be flowing towards Cramptons Road Water Treatment Works
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in December 2022 and January 2023. The cause and implications of this have not been sufficiently
considered in the assessment.

o Data —-We believe that the groundwater level data collected and presented have been fully considered.

Statement that the abstraction wells are up hydraulic gradient appear factually incorrect, based on data
presented in the report.

Regards

lain

Supply Demand Manager
Water Resources

+44 (0)1634 873143
lain.Murrell@southeastwater.co.uk / www.southeastwater.co.uk
fwin©
—— _
south east water )

South East Water, Rocfort Road, Snodland, Kent, ME6 5AH
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Sevenoaks Town Council’s response to the District Council’s consultation on its proposals
for Otford Road Business Park — submitted 4" October 2024

1. Do you think our proposal will support the local economy and local businesses?
e Yes
e No
e Don'tknow

2. Do you support our proposals to build the business park on already developed

land?
e Yes
e No

e Don'tknow

3. Ifyou answered ‘no’, please tell us why

Sevenoaks Town Council is opposed to the idea of a drive in eatery, as this encourages
littering and will increase traffic flow. The Sevenoaks Town Neighbourhood Plan has
identified via design guidance for multiple sites either adjacent to or in the vicinity of this
site the negative impact that light industrial uses have on the residential character of
this area. The mix of light industrial uses and housing isolates the residents —in
particular those at Jubilee Cottages which this development would exacerbate.
Sevenoaks Town Council notes that the remaining residents on the site will become
vulnerable and will need environmental protections from the increase in traffic, air,
noise and light pollution, as well as security protections from being further isolated from
surrounding residential area.

With regards to the light industrial units, design guidance via Policy D1 for
Carpetright/Wickes as well as nearby site Travis Perkins recommends that light
industrial uses be relocated northwards to the Vestry Industrial Estate, citing their
inappropriate siting amongst residential developments and in order to remove the
conflict between light industrial employment and residential accommodation.

4. Should the business park include environmentally-friendly features, including solar
panels, low carbon heating, electric vehicle charging points and cycle shelters?
e Yes
e No
e Don't know

5. Should the site include a cycle and walking route (Path 8 from Otford Road to Rye

Lane)?
e Yes
e No

e Don't know

6. Would you use the cycle and walking route?
e Yes
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10.

11.

e No
e Don't know

Should we include landscaping and vegetation to support greater biodiversity?
e Yes

e No

e Don't know

Should we use timber effect and green cladding and light brown bricks for the
outside of the buildings?

e Yes

e No

e Don't know

What type of businesses would you like to see at the Business Park?

Sevenoaks Town Council has long supported the vision of this site being used as a “Park
and Ride” whereby people can park their cars and catch a bus or other shared transport
to popular locations or events. These could include the Town Centre, Knole
House/Knole Park, sports games, community events. This would minimise traffic and
congestion at peak times and for busy events, for instance Football games, and would
reduce the strain on traffic and the inconvenience on other motorists.

What type of businesses should not be included at the Business Park?

Drive-through/drive-in eateries and light industrial unts. Please see answer to Question
3.

Do you have any other comments about our proposals?

RE Question 7 (landscaping and vegetation) — Sevenoaks Town Council recommends
that the environmental importance of the site be given due consideration.

RE Question 8 (materials) — the outside of the buildings should be designed in such a
way that they fit in as much as possible with the surrounding residential units in order to
minimise further detraction from, and impact on, the residential character of the area.

As mentioned in Q3, the Sevenoaks Town Neighbourhood Plan identifies a notable
conflict within this area between light industrial uses and residential, and recommends
via design guidance for several sites either adjacent to or in the surrounding area of the
depot that light industrial uses be relocated northwards to the Vestry Industrial Estate
where they would be more appropriate. It is noted that a “comprehensive approach”
which anticipates potential change on surrounding sites is required for sites within this
area, in order for future developments to complement each other. Although the proposal
site is not included in this advice, the Town Council recommends that this sentiment be
adhered to and design guidance under Policy D1be followed in order to deliver the long-
term vision of a strengthened residential area and relocation of industrial uses towards
the Vestry Estate.

Furthermore, Sevenoaks Town Council would challenge reports of the site being
unsuitable for housing due to contamination, given the housing directly adjacent at
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Jubilee Cottages and the proposal for a café, and Town Council raises concerns as to
whether a café would be any more suitable on contaminated land.

Sevenoaks Town Council further questioned the suitability of the site for retail, as
homelessness is a current issue for the District Council with housing register numbers
continue to increase and the requirement to meet government housing targets.

35



Sevenoaks Town Council Planning & Environment Committee Agenda 21-10-2024

[Page deliberately left blank]
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ROAD SAFETY & ACTIVE TRAVEL
NEWSLETTER

ISSUE 2 (JULY - SEPTEMBER 2024)

Kent

County
Council

kent.gov.uk

INTRODUCTION

As we say goodbye to summer, we hope that you have all had the opportunity to keep active
and enjoy the sunny weather.

At KCC, our Active Travel Team works hard to make active travel, such as walking, wheeling and
cycling, an attractive and realistic choice for short journeys in Kent; whether to work, school or to
visit friends and family.

This edition seeks to showcase the important work of the Active Travel Team and how your
Community Engagement representatives work with them to identify potential schemes in line
with your highway improvement priorities.

MEET THE TEAM
ACTIVE TRAVEL

The Active Travel Team aims to promote
healthier, more sustainable urban and rural
environments by encouraging walking,
wheeling and cycling, and other non-
motorised modes of transportation. The
team is split into three main areas of focus:

Active Travel Infrastructure — delivers
innovative schemes that aid in carbon
reduction, public health, promotion of
sustainability and support safer speeds,
including traffic calming measures and
improvements to infrastructure (such as
cycling lanes, pedestrian
footways/footpaths, and greenways).

Active Travel Interventions - raises
awareness of active travel through school
travel plans, travel maps etc. and works
closely with partnering organisations and
businesses to improve and increase the
active travel network. The team also
supports districts with their Local Cycling &
Walking Infrastructure Plan and is
responsible for producing a Kent Wide Cycle
& Walking Infrastructure Plan (CWIP).

Safer Active Journeys Team - delivers
pedestrian and cycle training, supports
schools with starting walking buses,
promotes the Living Streets Active Schools
Programme and manages the School
Crossing Patrol service across Kent.

Kent Active Travel
HEALTHIER » SAFER » CLEANER

EVERYDAY
ACTIVE

The Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells Trust
welcomed visitors to their first Bike and BBQ
event at Maidstone Hospital in August.
Representatives from KCC's Active Travel
Interventions Team and Safer Active Journeys
Team, along with Active Kent and Medway and
Cycling UK, offered their cycling and bike
expertise, supporting more staff to cycle to
work, and are looking to provide more cycle
friendly facilities on the trust’s sites,
including new lockable bike shelters
at Tunbridge Wells Hospital.
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FUNDING FOR HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT PLAN (HIP) SCHEMES

We would like to take the opportunity to provide clarity on an issue which has caused some
confusion. This is around how HIP promoted schemes are funded; that either KCC pays for all of
these works or that HIPs are being used as a mechanism for KCC to make Parish/Town Councils pay
for highways issues.

Under our Casualty Reduction Measures (CRM) programme, the Highway Improvement Team's
focus is on implementing engineering schemes at crash cluster sites with the aim to reduce
collisions and improve road safety.

However, we also appreciate that whilst prioritising our efforts based on known data (such as speed
and collision data) is an established and sensible approach, we recognise that not all problems will
be highlighted using this approach. It was for this very reason that KCC instigated the HIP process,
allowing us to work closely with you to ensure that a community voice helps to prioritise our efforts
and unlock funding for improvements that do not achieve sufficient priority through our countywide
assessments.

This year our Community Engagement Team was given a budget of £300,000 to help support HIP
promoted schemes across Kent. However, with over 300 Parish and Town Councils in the county, we
are limited in the size of the scheme we can fund from this alone.

Whilst we do have many Parish and Town Councils across Kent that are able and willing to
contribute to HIP promoted schemes, we recognise that not all local councils will have the resources
to do so. In this instance, your Community Engagement Officer will work with you to identify other
possible funding streams. This may be by liaising with KCC's Development & Transport Planning
Team on possible developer contributions linked to planning applications in the areaq, or with the
Active Travel Team on what funding they may have for related schemes, or by submitting a bid for
Local Transport Plan funding in the Autumn for scheme delivery the following financial year should a
bid be successful.

This year KCC is holding our annual Parish Seminars on two dates:

Wednesday 2 October (9am-1pm) - this Parish Seminar will be held virtually for
those unable to make the in-person event.

Wednesday 20 November (9am-1pm) - this will be the first in-person Parish
Seminar in five years, and is being held in the Lecture Theater, Sessions House,
Maidstone.

We hope you can make it and look forward to seeing you there!

At KCC, we promote mutual respect in the relationships we have
with members of the public, service users, clients, customers and
each other.

As set out on page 4 of this newsletter regarding collaboration,
whilst we cannot guarantee that a HIP promoted scheme can be
delivered, we ask that Parish/Town Council’s and County Members
work with us to either consider an alternative scheme or
acknowledge the advice given by our qualified Highway Engineers
in instances where no alternative scheme can be found.

We all have the same goal, to deliver highway improvements for
the people of Kent, and, as shown by the instigation of the Highway
Improvement Plan process, we want to work with you to achieve a
mutually beneficial outcome/goal.
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THIS QUARTER IN NUMBERS

Between July and September 2024, the
Highway Improvements Team has carried out
the following work in conjunction with Parish
and Town Councils and County Members
across Kent:

Parish/Town Council and County Member
meetings - 63

Number of HIP/Parish funded schemes
delivered - 46

Total value of KCC funded schemes (HIP
budget) delivered - £44,898

Total value of Parish/ Town Council funded
schemes delivered - £14,026

BUS STOP IMPROVEMENTS IN KINGSTON, CANTERBURY

The East Kent Community Engagement Team, within Highway Improvements, received concerns
from the County Member, Mike Sole, about a bus stop in the village of Kingston.

Residents were unable to access the bus stop in wheelchairs and we were asked to improve the
disabled access to allow for better accessibility.

Following collaboration with our Public Transport Team, we came up with a solution which
included installing an asphalt hard surfaced footway from the carriageway to the bus shelter as
well as including dropped kerbs both sides of the road. The overall scheme cost was £3,662 and

was funded using the team'’s dedicated HIP Budget.

As you will see from the before and after photos below, this is another great example of working
together with our County Members and Parish Councils and getting a brilliant result for our
residents, particularly those with mobility issues.



https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem
https://letstalk.kent.gov.uk/
https://www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/how-the-council-works/district-councils
http://www.kent.police.uk/ro/report
https://www.crashmap.co.uk/Search
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/setting-local-speed-limits/setting-local-speed-limits
https://one.network/
https://jambusterstpms.co.uk/x.jsp?ano=1
https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/travelling-around-kent/lorries-and-hgv/lorry-watch
https://www.kent.police.uk/speedwatch
https://www.kmscp.co.uk/
https://www.kmscp.co.uk/
https://kentroadsafety.info/
https://www.responsibleparking.co.uk/#:~:text=Responsible%20Parking.%20Welcome.%20KCC%E2%80%99s
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COLLABORATION

Whilst the Highway Improvements Team (HIT) are dedicated to delivering as many feasible
Parish/Town Council and County Member promoted schemes as possible, it is also true that simply
by being on a Highway Improvement Plan (HIP), with community support and/or with a funding
stream identified, does not guarantee that an engineering measure can be identified or delivered .

Not only are we restricted by what is legally, physically and technically possible, sometimes there
are just no measures that HIT can deliver that will resolve the concerns of the communities you
represent.

However, we are not content to leave it there and we work across the Road Safety & Active Travel
Group, for example with the Active Travel Team, as well as with wider Highways & Transportation
colleagues, and externally with Kent Police, the District & Borough Councils etc. to look at the issues
together. This allows us to benefit from other teams’ knowledge, experience and resources to find
the most suitable solution where there is one.

In each newsletter our aim is to give you an example of how we work collaboratively in order to
provide the best service to Kent's residents via their elected representatives.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT: / +

SCHOOLS /

Irresponsible parking during school drop off and pick up times is a constant issue for KCC, as a
Highway Authority, and schools across the county. Whilst parents do ultimately have to be able to
park somewhere, we appreciate that this can be hugely disruptive and frustrating for residents,
especially in situations where this may present a potential safety hazard.

We are often limited in what physical engineering we can introduce that will change this
behaviour. Even parking restrictions are only as effective as the District/Borough Council’s ability to
enforce these during peak times.

In cases where no physical engineering measures are suitable, HIT considers how we can address
the enforcement and/or behavioural aspect of irresponsible and obstructive parking. This includes
working collaboratively with both the District/Borough Councils as parking authority (where there
may be opportunity to carry out adhoc enforcement of existing parking restrictions) and KCC’s
Active Travel Interventions Team who work hard to support Kent schools in educating parents and
increasing awareness through a number of different initiatives.

This work with schools can be facilitated through identification of an issue through the Highway
Improvement Plan process, but we also welcome Parish and Town Councils support in
encouraging the schools in your area to continue to work with us, developing a School Travel Plan
and enabling them to have access to support in their promotion of active and sustainable
transport, as well as the provision of resources to assist with problematic parking and congestion.

Further details of the initiatives available can be found overleaf and in your Highway Information

Pack 2024-25 (pages 55-56 relate). 40
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Responsible Parking Toolkit - This initiative has two aspects;
Schools can request a selection of free resources — such as
banners, interactive flyers, and information leaflets — all of which
encourage responsible and considerate parking, with options and
differing designs depending on what specific issue a particular
school faces (“keep off the zig zag lines” , “pavement parking”, and
“be considerate of our neighbours”, to name a few). The other
aspect of the Responsible Parking toolkit is the Responsible
Parking website; here ideas and best practice are shared
regarding the distribution of the responsible parking messages.
Schools can also use the online “catalogue” to order their free
resources.

School Travel Plans and Jambusters - Schools are also encouraged
to create and maintain a School Travel Plan (STP) using KCC's
Jambusters system. This website provides schools with the ability to
log in to their own individual profile where they can follow a template
to produce a KCC approved Travel Plan document. They will also be
able to easily update this annually to ensure the information is kept
Jambusters  accurate year on year and receive relevant correspondence from the
KCC Transport Planner. On the website’s homepage you can search
for any school’'s most recently produced Travel Plan. There are lots of
free resources available to Kent schools and many of those can be
accessed via their online travel plan management system.

Grant funding - When a school is engaged and has a STP Co-
ordinator assigned on their Jambusters profile, they are invited
each year to apply for up to £5k grant funding, towards projects
that promote and enable sustainable and active travel. For
example, successful applications can include cycle/scooter
shelters, welly storage, EV charging points, footpath improvements
etc.

School Streets - The School Streets scheme involves temporarily closing a road to motorised
traffic outside a school during peak drop-off and pick-up times, during term times only. School
Streets offers a proactive solution for school communities to tackle air pollution, traffic
congestion, and poor health and safety. These schemes encourage healthier lifestyles through
increased active travel to/from school, by restricting motorised traffic at peak morning and
afternoon times, to create a safer, healthier, and cleaner “School Streets Zone” outside the school
entrance. You will find a case study of a current School Streets trial on the next page, and if you'd
like to find out more about this scheme, we can provide a School Streets guide document which
recaps the benefits, the considerations, and provides more detail about how these schemes are
implemented.

Walk once a week programme (WOW) - This programme is run in

uwm schools, in partnership with Living Streets, to encourage students to
AGINATI

o walk, wheel or cycle to school instead of drive. Children earn badges

WOW BADGES

every term for travelling sustainably to school. On average, WOW
schools see a 30% reduction in car journeys taken to the school gate
and a 23% increase in walking rates. For more information on this
scheme please visit WOW - the walk to school challenge.



https://www.responsibleparking.co.uk/
https://www.responsibleparking.co.uk/
https://jambusterstpms.co.uk/x.jsp?ano=22
http://livingstreets.org.uk/
https://jambusterstpms.co.uk/x.jsp?ano=86&category=schoolGrant

HOLY TRINITY CHURCHOFRENGLANDPRIMARY SCHOOL, DARTFORD -

Since the last week of April 2024, KCC, in partnership with Holy Trinity Church of cH °°L
England Primary School has been operating a trial “School Streets” scheme on 'l'
Chatsworth Road, Dartford. This was following exploration of options to address TREE
concerns raised by the school community and their neighbours as a result of
congestion at peak drop-off and collection times, These included concerns of an
unsafe and stressful environment (at times with volatile/aggressive exchanges) near
the school entrance and poor parking creating a lack of visibility and blocking in residents.

Parents reported feeling reluctant to walk/cycle/scoot to school due to drivers mounting pavements and
stopping irresponsibly near the school entrances.

School Streets schemes offer a proactive solution for school communities to tackle air pollution, congestion
and poor health and safety; creating a safer, healthier and cleaner environment for children and their families
to travel to and from school, by restricting access to school and general through traffic under an Experiment
Traffic Regulation Order (ETRO) outside the school entrance.

ﬂchild using the School
Streets zone said, “It's
\ just so peaceful!”

)

As a result, Chatsworth Road, from its junction with Arundel Road, is restricted to motor vehicles using
temporary barriers during peak times in the morning and afternoon periods. For residents that live within the
School Streets zone, local access, via a free exemption permit, is being maintained and School staff oversee
the zone and manage exempt vehicular access/egress whilst the School Street is in progress. Access for
emergency services is also maintained at all times.

Residents in the restricted area said, “It's a

miracle, we've never known the road to be so
peaceful.”

"I was one of those who was skeptical about it

and | didn’t think it would make anything

better, but it's just so much better now!"

The feedback and monitoring activities that KCC and
the school have conducted so far indicate that this
scheme has been producing some positive results,
such as a dramatic transformation of the area outside
the school's main entrance, becoming much quieter
and calmer for residents and families travelling
to/from school.

Other positive changes are also being noted, such as improvements in the air quality during
peak times and the amount of ‘active travel journeys' (walking, scooting and cycling etc.) on the school run.

The consultation and the feedback survey links remain live until 21 October 2024, after which we will have more
an idea of the successes and areas of improvement but ultimately, our intention remains to create a safer, and
more pleasant space for our neighbours and the families travelling to/from the school each day. Parent and
resident feedback, combined with ongoing monitoring activities, will be used to determine whether alterations
to the current scheme set up could improve the overall experience and safety for those living and travelling
near the school.

HAVE YOUR SAY

We value your feedback and would love to hear from you if you have any thoughts or
suggestions as to what you'd like to see in future issues. Please complete this brief

questionnaire which will allow us to ensure that our newsletters are providing you with the
information that you would like to see.
Have your say - Microsoft Forms



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DaJTMjXH_kuotz5qs39fkODuPTro06hNrraxEzl4P8hUNjFLRDMzU1c0TzVYWkcwQkRWSlE5VEYzOC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DaJTMjXH_kuotz5qs39fkODuPTro06hNrraxEzl4P8hUNjFLRDMzU1c0TzVYWkcwQkRWSlE5VEYzOC4u
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Sevenoaks
Attn: Kassia Estrada-Castillon Tel No: 01732 227000
Sevenoaks Town Council Ask for:  Sarah Godman
Town Council Offices Email: community.rights@sevenoaks.gov.uk
Brabourne Vale Road My Ref: CRtB 100 - Horse Field on
Sevenoaks Bradbourne Vale Road, Land West of
TN13 3QG the Allotment Gardens, Bradbourne

Vale Road, Sevenoaks, TN13 3DJ
Your Ref:
Date: 10t October 2024

Dear Kassia,

| am writing to inform you that Sevenoaks District Council has reached its decision on
the nomination by Sevenoaks Town Council for the Horse Field on Bradbourne Vale
Road to be considered an Asset of Community Value.

Based on the information provided to us it has been decided that the nomination has
been successful and the Horse Field on Bradbourne Vale Road will be listed. The
Council concludes that the current use of the amenity furthers the social wellbeing,
cultural and recreational interests of the community. The Council also concludes that
it is reasonable to think that the asset will continue to do so in the future.

The Horse Field on Bradbourne Vale Road will be added to the list of Assets of
Community Value, available to view on the Sevenoaks District Council website at
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/righttobid or a free copy of the list can be provided by
contacting the Council on the details set out above.

The right to request a review of the Council’s decision is reserved by section 92(1) of
the Localism Act 2011 to the owner of the asset. The request must be made in
writing and received by 51" December 2024, eight weeks from the date of this letter.
Section 92 of the Localism Act 2011 and The Assets of Community Value (England)
Regulations 2012 provides further information on the review process. The listing
remains in place for a period of five years from the date of this letter.

If you have any questions, or would like any further information about the Right to
Bid please do not hesitate to contact me on the details set out above.

Kind regards,
Sarah Godman
Transformation & Strategy, Sevenoaks District Council

Chief Executive: Dr. Pav Ramewal

Council offices t 01732227000 i
Argyle Road e information@sevenoaks.gov.uk |NVESTORS IN PE'L'PLE
Sevenoaks DX30006 Sevenoaks We invest in people Platinum

Kent TN13 1HG www.sevenoaks.gov.uk
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Agenda Item 7 - Report on Assets of Community Value nominated within Sevenoaks Town

Introduction:

The Right to Bid is a national process which allows voluntary and community groups as well as
town/parish councils the opportunity to nominate local land and buildings to be included on a
list of “assets of community value”. The purpose of this is to give local community groups the
opportunity to purchase the land prior to it being put on the open market and the community
use potentially lost.

For an asset to be listed, it must be demonstrated that its main use now, or in recent past,
contributes to the social wellbeing or cultural, recreational or sporting interests of the
local community — and that this use will continue.

If successfully nominated and the decision subsequently made for the asset to be put up for
sale, this process must first be paused for an initial six week period (a moratorium) to allow
community groups with a local connection to submit an Intention to Bid. If an Intention to Bid is
received, the moratorium will be extended another six months to allow the group time to
prepare a bid and business plan.

The listing of an Asset does not oblige the owners to sell only to local groups or those that
submit an offer, nor does it prevent the asset from being purchased by private owners on
the open market after the moratorium period. It also does not prevent the asset from being
redeveloped by the existing landowner, as there is no requirement under government
legislation for Local Planning Authorities to give an asset’s listing material weight. Should
an Asset’s main use be changed, it will lose its listed status and a new nomination would
be required to prove that the asset’s new use will contribute to the social wellbeing or
cultural, recreational or sporting interests of the local community.

Government guidance published in 2011 states that “it is open to the Local Planning Authority to
decide that listing as an asset of community value is a material consideration if an application
for change of use is submitted, considering all the circumstances of the case”.

Sevenoaks Town Council has submitted a number of nominations in recent years, and Officers
continue to work through a list of additional assets proposed for nomination via the Planning &
Environment Committee. Below is a summary table of assets which Town Councillors have
asked Officers to nominate, ordered most recently updated and with the latest date in bold.

The second table lists assets which Councillors have requested be nominated, but which would
not be viable for the scheme. The third table lists assets which have been nominated in
Sevenoaks Town by outside organisations other than the Town Council.

Table One: Sevenoaks Town Council Community Asset nominations:

Most recent — least recent

Site Description Notes Status
Bradbourne Vale Road horse | Proposed and approved at Planning Listed until 10%"
field (also identified as Committee 20" November 2023 October 2029
potential allotment site in Successful as of 10" October 2024

STNP)
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Adult Education Centre

Proposed by Cllr Shea and approved at
Planning & Environment Committee
29/07/2024

Successful as of 25" September 2024

Listed until 25™
September 2029

Scout huts above Heathfield
Road allotments, left of
below field (3")

Proposed and approved at Planning
Committee 10" September 2023
Successful as of 17" September 2024

Listed until 17t
September 2029

The Allotments at the end of

Proposed and approved at Planning

Listed until 4"

Planning & Environment Committee
29/07/2024

Heathfield Road Committee 10" September 2023 September 2029
Successful as of 4" September 2024

The depo building on Otford Proposed at Planning Committee 10" Nomination

Road, owned by SDC September 2023 unsuccessful 31

July 2024

Bus station building — Proposed by Town Clerk and approved | Pending

proposed by the Town Clerk at Planning & Environment Committee | nomination

for electric bike hire 29-07-2024

Oakhill Road scout site Proposed by Cllr Shea and approved at | Pending
Planning & Environment Committee nomination
29/07/2024

Sevenoaks Hospital Proposed by Cllr Shea and approved at | Pending
Planning & Environment Committee nomination
29/07/2024

Post Office / Sorting Office Proposed by Cllr Shea and approved at | Pending

nomination

The Play space at the end of
Watercress Drive

Nomination proposed and approved at
Planning Committee 10" September
2023

Successful as of 15" May 2024

Listed until 15"
May 2029

St Johns Hill Car Park Public
Toilets

Nomination proposed approved at
Planning Committee 10™ September
2023

Successful as of 6" December 2023

Listed until 6™
December 2028

Longspring Field/St Thomas
RC Primary Playing Field

Nominated 9" August 2023, rejected
25" September 2023

Rejected by SDC -
community use
deemed ancillary
to its main use by

Successful as of 22" September 2021

the school.
Longspring Wood Nominated 9" August 2023, successful | Part listed until 25™
25" September 2023 September 2028
Kaleidoscope Gallery, Library | Nominated 5" August 2021, successful | Listed until 22
and Museum 22" September 2021 September 2026

Bradbourne Lakes

Nominated 5" August 2021, successful
22" September 2021
Successful as of 22" September 2021

Listed until 22"
September 2026

The Stag Theatre

Nominated 5" August 2021, successful
22" September 2021
Successful as of 22" September 2021

Listed until 22
September 2026
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Table Two: Sites previously proposed by Cllrs which have been deemed not viable by the

Planning Committee Clerk:

Site Description

Notes

Status

Water Works, Cramptons
site

Proposed at Planning Committee 10"
September 2023

Officer note:

This site is currently considered
unviable for nomination under the
CRtB scheme due to not having
previously or currently provided
community value. If a site does not
currently benefit the community, it
must be proven that it has within the
last 5 years and that it can be
reasonably expected to do so again
in the near future. There is potential
for the site to be nominated after an
asset has been delivered on-site, and
only for the space in which it is
located.

While it could be submitted anyway,
this is not recommended or
considered to be beneficial, as any
resubmissions of previously rejected
sites must be “substantially different
from the original one, including
strong evidence of what has changed
since the first nomination. A new
nomination that was essentially the
same as the first with one or two
tweaks, so to speak, would not
provide us with sufficient reason to
re-consider it again” — Margaret Carr
SDC Officer

Unviable for
submission until
an asset is
delivered on site.

Land by 9 Crownfields

Proposed by Cllr Willis internal,
noted on 23" October 2023 Planning
Agenda

Officer note:

Residential property is excluded
from listing. This includes the
“gardens, outbuildings and other
associated land, including land that
it is reasonable to consider as part of
the land with the residence where it
is separated from it only by a road,
railway line, river or canal where they
are in the same ownership as the
associated residence”.

Unviable for
submission due to
residential use not
being permitted
for registration as
Community
Assets.
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Table Three: Assets nominated with Sevenoaks Town by any other body:

Site Description

Notes

Status

Hatton House, Bradbourne
Road

Nominated 2" August 2024,
successful 25" September
2024

Listed until 25™ September
2029

The Rifleman Nominated 23 August 2021, | Listed until 13" October 2026
successful 13" October 2021

The New Inn Nominated 30" April 2013 Rejected 25" June 2013

The Castle Nominated 30" April 2013 Rejected 25" June 2013
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[Page deliberately left blank]

48



Sevenoaks Town Council Planning & Environment Committee Agenda 21-10-2024

Summary report of upcoming Temporary Road Closures:

1 BETHEL ROAD —28™ OCTOBER 2024 r=-
FOR 6 DAYS I ok gl
a) The above road will be closed / A
outside number 34, with the One
Way suspended to allow access. ©

b) The alternative route for any ]
through traffic is via Bethel Road,
Cedar Terrace Road, Holly Bush
Lane, Bayham Road, Quakers Hall ‘0 > M
Lane, Bethel Road. " /
For the opposite direction, the \ /
alternative route will be via Quakers N o /
Hall Lane, St John’s Hill/Dartford A\ 2 I
Road, Holly Bush Lane, Cedar \ !
Terrace Road and Bethel Road. N !
Pedestrian access will be ’
maintained during the works. £ SV

c¢) Up to date information on these works can be found via the following link:
https://one.network/?tm=140051842
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Decision Notices published by Sevenoaks District Council OR Kent County Council from 1% October 2024 to 14*" October 2024 on plans which Sevenoaks
Town Council was consulted upon for comment, in order of reference number (ascending).

Instances where SDC have decided against STC’s recommendation are written in red.

).

Reference Number | Address & Ward Ward Clir STC Recommendation (abridged) SDC Decision (abridged)
22/00512/0UT Sevenoaks Quarry, Bat | Clir Granville | 4*" April 2022: 8t October 2024:
& Ball Road — STC provided “Holding Objection” unless, 10 conditions. SDC Granted, 50 conditions.
Northern 28™ November 2022:
STC recommended refusal until strategic matters are
addressed, 12 conditions.
20" February 2023:
Comment deferred to 6" March 2023.
6" March 2023:
STC recommended refusal unless, 12 conditions.
24/01519/HOUSE 81 Solefields Road — Clir Varley 15t July 2024: 14t October 2024:
Kippington STC recommended approval, 3 conditions. SDC Granted, 4 conditions.
23" September 2024:
STC recommended approval, 3 conditions.
24/01708/HOUSE Site of Little Wood, Clir 27 July 2024: 3 October 2024:
Woodland Rise — Wightman STC recommended approval, 1 condition. SDC Granted, 5 conditions.
Wildernesse 9t September 2024:
STC recommended approval, 2 conditions.
24/01875/MMA Highcroft, 3 Farnaby Clir Varley 12t August 2024: 2" October 2024:
Drive — Kippington STC recommended approval, 1 condition. SDC Granted, 5 conditions.
23" September 2024:
STC recommended approval, 1 condition.
24/01981/HOUSE 4 Quaker Close — Clir Clayton | 27" August 2024: 2" October 2024:
Eastern STC recommended approval, 1 condition. SDC Granted, 3 conditions.
24/02003/FUL Flat 1, Eardley Road — | Cllr 27 August 2024: 7% October 2024:
Town Michaelides | STC recommended approval, 2 conditions ( SDC Refused, 1 ground

(
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24/02150/HOUSE

1 Knole Paddock, Seal
Hollow Road — Town

Clir Willis

9th September 2024:
STC recommended approval, 1 condition.

10" October 2024:
SDC Granted, 3 conditions.
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Planning Applications to be Considered

Planning Applications received to be considered on 21 October 2024

1 Plan Number

Planning officer

Town Councillor

Agent

23/03618/FUL Christopher Park 25/10/2024 | ClIr Willis TBO Design Solutions
Case Officer
Applicant House Name Road \Locality
Mr & Mrs C Upsher Allan Upsher Upholsterers Ltd | Rear of 26 High Street Town
Town County Post Code Application date

04/10/24

23/03618/FUL - REVALIDATED plan

Change of use from workshop/showroom to a 1 bedroom dwelling.
A summary of the main changes are set out below:

Inconsistencies between proposed floor plans and elevations.

Web link

https://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=S5KCR4BKKSL00

applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SJLU5HBKIU600

2 Plan Number Planning officer Town Councillor Agent
24/02395/HOUSE Abbey Aslett 31/10/2024 ClIr Gustard Smiley Jim Ltd
Case Officer
Applicant House Name Road \Loca/ity
C Feasey Annexe at White Friars Lodge | Oak Lane Kippington
Town County Post Code Application date
| 10110724
Extension to existing annexe and alterations to fenestration. Associated changes to landscaping.
Web link ttps://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-

3 Plan Number

Planning officer

Town Councillor

Agent

24/02417/FUL Samantha Yates 28/10/2024 | CliIr Varley Paper Architecture
Case Officer
Applicant House Name Road \Locality
Mr & Mrs Dhariwal Land South of Jesters Oak Lane Kippington
Town County Post Code Application date

07/10/24

Proposed new build house on garden site.

Web link

https://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SJPJFUBKIW000

4 Plan Number  |Planning officer Town Councillor Agent
24/02472/LDCEX Christopher Park 01/11/2024 | Clir Varley N/A
Case Officer
Applicant House Name Road Locality
Mr B Parker Ashdown 17 Kippington Road Kippington
Town County Post Code Application date
\ \ 11/10/24

Existing air source heat pump unit.

15/10/24 02:01 PM

Sevenoaks Town Council

Page 1 of 2
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Planning Applications to be Considered

Planning Applications received to be considered on 21 October 2024

Web link

https://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SK0J60BKOLO00

5 Plan Number Planning officer Town Councillor Agent
24/02532/HOUSE Summer Aucoin 01/11/2024 CliIr Granville Carmen Austin Architecture Ltd
Case Officer
Applicant House Name Road \Loca/ity
Mr & Mrs James 31 St Botolphs Road Town

Town

County

Post Code

Application date

\ 11/10/24

New porch, alterations to landscaping, new stairs.

Web link ttps://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SK9WOVBKJ5K00
6 Plan Number Planning officer Town Councillor Agent
24/02577/LBCALT | Abbey Aslettt 22/10/2024 Clir Willis SAACT Ltd
Case Officer
Applicant House Name Road \Locality
G Morris The Hardware Centre 36-42 London Road Town
Town County Post Code Application date
‘ ‘ 01/10/24
Replacing five windows on the front elevation, replacing the front dormers, and undertaking roof
repairs.
Web link ttps://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SKFI0SBKJ9700
7 Plan Number Planning officer Town Councillor Agent
24/02613/FUL Christopher Park 01/11/2024 | Clir Granville KLW Ltd
Case Officer
Applicant House Name Road \Locality
P & K Bezuidenhout Buckhurst House Dental 42-44 Buckhurst Avenue Town
Surgery
Town County Post Code Application date

‘ 11/10/24

Proposed conversion of the existing building to two dwellings, alterations to fenestration and
associated works.

Web link

https://pa.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SKOPYEBKJCV00

15/10/24 02:01 PM

Sevenoaks Town Council
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