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Meeting of Sevenoaks Youth Council 
09th July 2025 at 6.00pm 

Sevenoaks Council Chamber, 
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TN13 3QG 

 
Youth Council Members: 

Simba Li- Chair Sharma Ishwar 

Rosie Blackmore- Vice-Chair Sahej Kandhari 

Harry King- Treasurer  Esme Lefevre 
Bianca Agarwal Joshua Maretlane 

Aryanna Mahdavi Ardestani Riddley McDermott 

Catherine Barden De Leon Sofia Moschini 
Jasper Barnes Ayaan Motwani 

Dexter Buhmann John Ng 
Lily Blackburn Errol Okundi 

Catherine Campbell-Pitt Jaxon Pang 

Charlotte Doe Madeleine Politzer 

Elena-Teodora Dragoi Elif Sabanci 

Ayush Gautam Drago Schwalber-Janaway 

Maya Goodrich Jospeh Soanes 

Bea Hayward James Tang 

Lizzie Hunt Ines Wang 

Cristian Hunter-Garcia Aditya Vara 

 
           AGENDA 

 
1 - APOLOG IES FOR ABSENCE 

1  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

To receive and note apologies for absence.  
2 - TH E DEPUTY MAYOR OF SEVENOAKS 

2  THE DEPUTY MAYOR OF SEVENOAKS  
For Youth Councillors to receive certificates congratulating them on their two-year 
term from Cllr Victoria Granville, the Deputy Mayor of Sevenoaks.  

3 - MINUTES OF TH E YOUTH COUNCIL H ELD ON WEDNESDAY 07TH  MAY 

3  MINUTES OF THE YOUTH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 07TH MAY  

To receive and adopt the minutes of the Youth Council meeting held on Wednesday 
07th May.  
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4 - FINANCE REPORT 

4  FINANCE REPORT  
To note the budget for 2025/26  

5 - H OUSE IN TH E BASEMENT (H iTB) YOUTH  CAFE 

5  HOUSE IN THE BASEMENT (HiTB) YOUTH CAFE  

To receive and consider the Managers report:  
6 - EVERY CAN COUNTS 

6  EVERY CAN COUNTS  
To discuss the possibility of partnering with Every Can Counts to help recycle used 
drinks cans for House in the Basement and Schools.  
Every Can Counts - United Kingdom  

7 - DJ EQUIPMENT FOR H ITB 

7  DJ EQUIPMENT FOR HITB  
To consider funding a DJ beginner's kit for House in the Basement. 
Beginner DJ Set - Numark DJ Controller and DJ Headphones plus M-Audio DJ Monitor 
Speakers with Serato DJ Lite and Party Lights : Amazon.co.uk: Musical Instruments & 
DJ at £172.59  

8 - SEVENOAKS TOWN CENTRE DRAFT MASTER PLAN  

8  SEVENOAKS TOWN CENTRE DRAFT MASTER PLAN  
To receive a PowerPoint Presentation from the Planning Committee Clerk.  
 
For more information before the meeting, please see the link below for the posters, 
which are also attached to the agenda.  
a0-sevenoaks-town-centre_-consultation-boards-collatedreduced.pdf  

9 - YOUTH  COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

9  YOUTH COUNCIL ELECTIONS  
To note that the Youth Council Elections will be running from September 1st until 
November 3rd, if youth Councillors would like to stand for another term, they simply 
need to resubmit their application, which can be done either via the Website or by a 
paper form.   

10 - UPCOMING  YOUTH EVENTS 

10  UPCOMING YOUTH EVENTS  
To note the upcoming youth events:  

• 26th June- 17th July, Every Thursday, Skateboarding sessions led by Samsara Sport, 
• 11th July, Open Mic Night at House in the Basement, 
• 25th July, Skate Jam at Greatness Recreation Ground,  
• 4th August, Sevenoaks District Council's Family Fun Day Event at Greatness 

Recreation Ground,  
• 14th August, House in the Basement Open Mic night on the Vine- 6pm-8pm.  
• 19th- 22nd August, Fungi Frida and the Myco Heroes at various locations ( Bat & 

Ball Centre, Pontiose Park, Greatness Recreation Ground, The Vine Gardens, All 
performances start at 2pm).  

• 12th September, Open Mic Night at House in the Basement 

Agenda Item 5- H iTB Managers  Report. docx  
DJ set for H ouse in the Basement.docx  
a0-sevenoaks -town-centre_-consultation-boa rds-collatedreduced.pdf DIG USC2PKF3YLC_01QPBEY44F43RPQY466BG KXSCFPQEE7O3G 01QPBEY445ERWW6G 3U7ZDIGUSC2PKF3YLC_01QPBEY4Z2I435JMNCPBBL4ZBX436Z4Q2E 01QPBEY445ERWW6G 3U7ZDIGUSC2PKF3YLC_01QPBEY4YNXKYA4Y56DZH KBXYZCJUXDKC3 01QPBEY445ERWW6G 3U7ZDIGUSC2PKF3YLC_01QPBEY474ECUG 2MS5ERB3MSXKC76O5FDF  

 

https://everycancounts.co.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0CM6TYW1M?ref_=cm_sw_r_cso_cp_apin_dp_FCGTASQ7V1X3WR0KQA13
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0CM6TYW1M?ref_=cm_sw_r_cso_cp_apin_dp_FCGTASQ7V1X3WR0KQA13
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0CM6TYW1M?ref_=cm_sw_r_cso_cp_apin_dp_FCGTASQ7V1X3WR0KQA13
https://sevenoaksndp.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/a0-sevenoaks-town-centre_-consultation-boards-collatedreduced.pdf
https://sevenoakstown2.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DemocraticServices/Shared%20Documents/General/Meetings/2025-07-09%20-%20Youth%20Council/10%20-%20UPCOMING%20YOUTH%20EVENTS/Agenda%20Item%205-%20HiTB%20Managers%20Report.docx
https://sevenoakstown2.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DemocraticServices/Shared%20Documents/General/Meetings/2025-07-09%20-%20Youth%20Council/10%20-%20UPCOMING%20YOUTH%20EVENTS/DJ%20set%20for%20House%20in%20the%20Basement.docx
https://sevenoakstown2.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/DemocraticServices/Shared%20Documents/General/Meetings/2025-07-09%20-%20Youth%20Council/10%20-%20UPCOMING%20YOUTH%20EVENTS/a0-sevenoaks-town-centre_-consultation-boards-collatedreduced.pdf
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House in the Basement Youth Café Manager: 
April 2025 report: 
 
In April, we saw 198 young people over the course of 17 sessions. 13 of these had not been to House 
in the Basement before. We were open for 5 SEN sessions with 41 SEN young people attending.  
 
May 2025 report: 
 
In May we were open a total of 18 times and saw 211 young people,14 of which were new to House 
in the Basement. We were also open for 4 SEN Clubs during which we saw 37 SEN Young people. 
 
HitB continues to see a good number of young people, including new faces. 
 
Open mic nights have been popular and return in July, August & September, with Augusts being on 
the Vine on a Thursday. 
 
2 more from our 11 DofE students have completed their 12 weeks with us volunteering. 
 
We welcome 2 new casual staff to HitB, Samara and Holly Ballan, both have experience working with 
young people. 
 
Josh joins us as a regular volunteer now that he has turned 18. He has been coming to the HitB and 
SEN club for the last 5 years. 
 
Darts and Pool competitions have been popular with prizes of 2 cinema tickets for the Stag as prizes. 
Britain in bloom preparations continue with some of our D of E students, weeding, planting, 
watering etc. 
 
Free meals for Young people supplied by funding from Tesco have started, so those not able to 
purchase a meal can use vouchers to do so. 
 
A Skate event day has been organised for Greatness Pk at the end of July, and we are off to 
Broadstairs for our annual beach trip in August, as well as a Free BBQ at HitB courtesy of Perfect 
Cuisine in July. 
 

 
 



Agenda Item 5 
Sevenoaks Town Council 

Youth Council- Wednesday 09th July 2025 
 

55 
 

 
Figure 1: Scarlett did an amazing job on our chalkboard for her DofE volunteering 



Agenda Item 7 
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DJ equipment for House in the Basement 
 

Over the past few months, the popularity of the Open Mic Nights at House in the Basement has 
grown significantly. These events have become a Strong part of the youth engagement programme, 
attracting a wide range of young people who come to perform, listen, and connect with others in a 
safe, supportive environment, for some of these young people it is their first time visiting House in 
the Basement.  
 
Many of the young people who attend have expressed an interest in DJing. In light of this, we would 
like to request that the Youth Council consider funding a Beginner’s DJ Kit for House in the 
Basement. This equipment would be available for supervised use during open mic nights, dedicated 
music sessions, and informal drop-ins. It would serve as both a creative outlet and a skills 
development tool, helping young people explore music technology, build confidence, and potentially 
discover new talents and career interests. 
 
The Kit we are considering is a Beginner DJ Set - Numark DJ Controller and DJ Headphones plus M-
Audio DJ Monitor Speakers with Serato DJ Lite and Party Lights. This kit is £172.59.  
 

 
Beginner DJ Set - Numark DJ Controller and DJ Headphones plus M-Audio DJ Monitor Speakers with 
Serato DJ Lite and Party Lights : Amazon.co.uk: Musical Instruments & DJ 
 
To consider funding the DJ equipment at: £172.59 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0CM6TYW1M?ref_=cm_sw_r_cso_cp_apin_dp_FCGTASQ7V1X3WR0KQA13
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B0CM6TYW1M?ref_=cm_sw_r_cso_cp_apin_dp_FCGTASQ7V1X3WR0KQA13


Public 
consultation

SEVENOAKS TOWN CENTRE MASTERPLAN (DRAFT)

• To agree a shared spatial vision for Sevenoaks Town Centre

• To help to guide future decision-making and investment in the
town centre

• To identify where change could take place, including opportunities
for new development and improvements in the environment for
walking and cycling

• To build on the objectives and policies set out in the latest
Neighbourhood Plan

• To provide an opportunity to share ideas and thoughts about the
future of the centre and how to address some of the 21st century
challenges

WHY PREPARE A MASTERPLAN? TOWN CENTRE MASTERPLAN STUDY AREA

TIMELINE

TEN PRINCIPLES TO GUIDE THE PLAN

Stakeholder 
workshop two

Prepare draft 
masterplan

Prepare final 
masterplan

Baseline analysis 
and early 

engagement 

Prepare concept 
masterplan and 
design options

Stakeholder 
workshop one 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION JUNE 2025

Sevenoaks 
Business Show

TRANSFORM THE SENSE OF ARRIVAL 1 •	Improve the arrival experience for all visitors

•	Enhance points of arrival into the town, notably at Sevenoaks
Station and on the main approaches into the town centre

•	Explore opportunity for development on sites that impact
the arrival experience

•	Improve the appearance and experience of using car
parks including more trees and better pedestrian routes

•	Improve wayfinding to enhance arrival experience

RESPECT AND CELEBRATE SEVENOAKS’ UNIQUE 
HERITAGE2 •	Recognise Sevenoaks’ role as a historic market town

•	Enhance the setting of historic assets and raise awareness
of the town’s history through events

•	Ensure that new development responds to local character
and scale and massing

•	Protect important views

BE ENVIRONMENTALLY RESPONSIBLE3

ENHANCE THE TOWN CENTRE OFFER4

•	Encourage active travel modes, including cycling, e-bikes
and scooters

•	Enhance biodiversity

•	Introduce SuDs / rain gardens where appropriate

•	Energy efficient buildings and homes

•	Introduce more electric charge points

STRENGTHEN THE CULTURAL OFFER5 • Link cultural assets (e.g. The Stag, Knole, Kaleidoscope) and 
diversify the cultural offer (galleries, public art, lighting)

• Provide spaces for outdoor performance and events

• Provide hotel accommodation

• Provide affordable studios and start up spaces

• The creation of a cultural quarter

ENCOURAGE ACTIVE MODES OF TRANSPORT AND 
REDUCE VEHICULAR TRAFFIC 6

•	Provide safe and convenient walking and cycle routes,
and bus services to the centre and between destinations

•	Provide secure cycle parking and introduce e-bike hire
•	Provide car parking whilst minimising impact on the local

environment
•	Reduce vehicular movement through the centre and

control servicing hours

CREATE A PEOPLE-FOCUSED PUBLIC REALM7 •	Reduce impact of vehicular traffic

•	Introduce a 20mph speed limit

•	Provide wider footways and pedestrian crossings where
people want to cross

•	Create more places to sit, relax and meet friends

•	Create settings that are flexible to accommodate events
and activities

GREEN THE TOWN CENTRE8 •	Introduce more green infrastructure, (trees, planted
areas, green roofs) and consider long term maintenance

•	Improve access to existing green spaces including Knole
Park and The Vine

•	Protect and retain existing trees and create naturally
shaded areas

PROVIDE A RANGE OF NEW HOMES9 •	To meet local housing needs

•	Provide a mix of housing types to cater for different
demographics (older people and starter homes)

•	Consider housing type in relation to location

•	Provide affordable accommodation

DELIVER SMALL INTERVENTIONS, EVENTS 
AND EARLY WINS10 •	Identify a programme of small interventions that are
quick and easy to implement e.g. temporary uses, public
realm or shop-front improvements

•	Celebrate community initiatives and activities that bring
greater pride and ownership in the town

•	Improve signage, wayfinding and interpretation

Sevenoaks Station

Knole Park 

Sevenoaks School

•	Focus on the visitor experience (indoor and outdoor)

•	Evening economy, higher end restaurants, enhanced
leisure offer and specialist markets

•	A variety of workspaces including co-working and studios

•	Encourage longer stays in the town centre

Pembroke Road

High Street

London Road

The Vine 

HAVE YOUR SAY USING THE ONLINE QUESTIONNAIRE, 
ACCESS IT WITH THIS QR CODE!

SEPTEMBER 25

NOVEMBER 24 JUNE - AUGUST  25APRIL 24 MAY 24

APRIL 24 DECEMBER 24JUNE 24

1

Project pause due to changes in plans 
regarding land east of the High Street   South Park



SEVENOAKS TOWN CENTRE MASTERPLAN (DRAFT)
PUBLIC CONSULTATION JUNE 2025 

HAVE YOUR SAY USING THE ONLINE QUESTIONNAIRE, 
ACCESS IT WITH THIS QR CODE!

Much of Sevenoaks town centre, and the immediately adjacent areas, have been designated as 
Conservation Areas, reflecting their historic significance. The town is home to numerous listed buildings and 
Knole Park is a a Grade I Registered Park and Garden

  HERITAGE ASSETS + DESIGNATIONS   LAND USES

  TOWNSCAPE   DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

  VEHICULAR NETWORK   PEDESTRIAN INFRASTRUCTURE 

Sevenoaks is a vibrant town with independent shops, cafés to serve its wider residential catchment. It offers 
a number cultural and leisure amenities, including The Stag Theatre, Knole Park and The Vine. However, 
there is a shortage of evening leisure activities and connections between these spaces could be improved

Sevenoaks retains much of its historic character, with buildings dating back six centuries and a 17th century 
layout featuring small courtyards and modest two- and three-storey buildings. The historic centre, along 
with the surrounding Kent Downs, forms an important part of the town’s identity

Several development opportunities exist in Sevenoaks town centre, including at Chandlers Place on the 
High Street and 9 Pembroke Road. Vacant sites including Land East of High Street and the Farmers Site are 
identified for mixed-use development. Beyond the town centre, proposed development at Sevenoaks Quarry 
and the former Gas Works, will increase the town’s population and expand the town centre’s catchment

High Street and London Road meet in the town centre and these historic routes form part of the strategic road 
network. Both are narrow and can become congested at peak times. Heavy goods vehicles further impact on 
these routes. The town has several car parks, including a multi-storey at Buckhurst Lane

Whilst the historic lanes provide an attractive environment for pedestrians, narrow pavements on the main 
streets and poorly placed crossings, reduce the attractivness of walking in the centre. Concerns have been 
raised about the dangers posed by heavy goods vehicles to pedestrians using the narrow footways 

ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH LONDON ROAD 

VIEW TO KENT DOWNS LAND EAST OF THE HIGH STREET

 HISTORIC STREET NETWORKTOWN CENTRE TRAFFIC  

TOWN CENTRE CONTEXT ANALYSIS

RESPONDING TO THE CONTEXT  
•	A comprehensive site analysis has been carried out to assess strengths, weaknesses, and 

opportunities, including transport links and natural assets
•	Stakeholder workshops have been held through the design process to engage local 

residents and gather community insights
•	The findings from the site analysis and public feedback have been integrated into the 

draft masterplan
•	A spatial vision and masterplan that helps to celebrate and reinforce the identity and 

sense of place and connections to the two centres has been prepared

? !

Images from stakeholder engagement workshops held in the Stag Theatre 

2



SEVENOAKS TOWN CENTRE MASTERPLAN (DRAFT)
PUBLIC CONSULTATION JUNE 2025
SEVENOAKS TOWN CENTRE SPATIAL VISION 

SEVENOAKS TOWN CENTRE  MASTERPLAN 

Station 
Gateway 

Green 
Links

Local 
Character 

Mixed-use 
Quarter 

Town 
Centre 
Offer

Bus 
Routes

Cycle 
Routes 

New 
Spaces 

•	The ten design principles are combined in a spatial concept plan 
for Sevenoaks Town Centre 

•	The spatial concept plan identifies key arrival points, connections,  
new public spaces, and development sites to enhance vibrancy

•	Town centre success relies on a mix of uses, quality buildings, high 
quality public realm and positive pedestrian experiences

•	The spatial vision aims to ensure a long-term sustainable future for 
the town centre through delivering resilience to climate change, 
changing demographics and encourage active transport modes 

The Draft Sevenoaks Town Centre Masterplan presents a long-term 
spatial vision for the town centre. Proposals include: 

•	 Four alternative traffic management options, each exploring 
an approach to enhance the pedestrian environment whilst 
maintaining vehicular movement. These options focus on London 
Road, High Street and Pembroke Road (Board 4)

•	 Public realm improvements including junction improvements, 
enhanced pedestrian crossings, wider footways, street trees, 
planting and rain gardens and a network of public spaces to 
foster a healthier and more inviting environment (Boards 4 & 6)

•	 The creation of a Cultural Quarter that celebrates the town’s 
cultural heritage and enhances links between cultural assets, 
such as the Stag and Kaleidoscope and Knole Park

•	 Development opportunities for key sites (Board 5)
•	 A programme of early win projects and initiatives (Board 6)
•	 Signage and wayfinding to improve navigation in the centre  

Improve entrance points into the 
town centre 

Preserve and enhance heritage and 
character in the town centre 

Plan new spaces that reflect high-
quality public realm 

Integrate existing development 
opportunities and offer well-thought 
plans for potential sites 

Green links along key routes within 
the town centre

Create a diverse town centre offering 
with options extending into the 
evening

Enhance entrance points and arrival 
experiences, such as at Sevenoaks Station

Simplify junctions and enhance the 
public realm for pedestrians 

Restrict HGV movements in the town 
centre 

Improve setting of key assets, such as 
The Stag, and connect cultural assets 

Improve vehicular and pedestrian 
movement and introduce better signage 

HAVE YOUR SAY USING THE ONLINE QUESTIONNAIRE, 
ACCESS IT WITH THIS QR CODE!

Celebrate key assets, such as Knole Park 
and the Vine and improve pedestrian 
connections to them

Identify and guide development 
opportunities, such as the former post 
office on South Park

Improve transportation hubs, such as 
the bus station, and enhance cycle and 
pedestrian infrastructure 

Improve pedestrian routes, such as 
between the station and Town Centre

1

32

2

3

4

5 6

7

8
9

1

654

987

3

Enhanced 
Arrival 

Cultural 
Quarter



SEVENOAKS TOWN CENTRE MASTERPLAN (DRAFT)
PUBLIC CONSULTATION JUNE 2025

HAVE YOUR SAY USING THE ONLINE QUESTIONNAIRE, 
ACCESS IT WITH THIS QR CODE!

MAIN MOVES: MOBILITY  

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT OPTIONS

Option 1 retains the existing two-way traffic flow while 
improving the pedestrian environment by reducing 
carriageway width where possible and removing some 
parking spaces to allocate more space for pedestrians

Option 2A creates a one-way loop – essentially putting 
all northbound traffic on to London Road and all 
southbound traffic on to High Street (Pembroke Road 
remains two-way)
Option 2B an alternative that maintains two-way 
working on London Road to allow simpler access to the 
South Park car park

Option 3 proposes closing High Street to through 
traffic and transforming the street space into a largely 
pedestrian area. Servicing access would need to be 
maintained

Option 4A proposes closing London Road to through 
traffic and transforming the street space into a largely 
pedestrian area. Access to the M&S car park and for 
servicing would be maintained
Option 4B an alternative allowing two-way traffic 
between South Park Road and the southern end of 
London Road at the High Street

Vehicular traffic passing through Sevenoaks town centre impacts on its attractiveness and on the quality of the 
pedestrian experience. The masterplan proposes a number of options for managing traffic in the centre that redefine 
the street space to deliver an enhanced, greener environment that is more inviting for people and that could benefit the 
longer-term resilience and economy of the town. 
This board outlines four traffic management options - two of which feature variations developed in response to feedback 
at the stakeholder workshops together with options to improve the main road junctions. A proposal to relocate bus 
stands on Buckhurst Lane is also indicated. 

PEMBROKE ROAD AND LONDON ROAD JUNCTION
	• Tighten the junction and introduce two mini-roundabouts 
	• Reduce carriageway widths to provide additional space for pedestrians
	• Provide crossing facilities for pedestrians
	• Introduce street trees and SuDs

PEMBROKE ROAD AND HIGH STREET JUNCTION

	• Introduce a mini-roundabout
	• Reduce carriageway widths to provide additional space for pedestrians
	• Provide crossing facilities for pedestrians
	• Introduce street trees and SuDs

HIGH STREET AND LONDON ROAD JUNCTION

	• Introduce a mini-roundabout
	• Rationalise street space to provide additional space for pedestrians
	• Provide crossing facilities for pedestrians
	• Introduce street trees and SuDs
	• Move the historic fountain and fingerpost into the public realm 	   	  		
	 towards the west of the junction
	• Potential to introduce weight limit on London Road (apart from local 		
    access)

	•

High Street would benefit from wider footways, 
tree planting, and sustainable urban drainage 
(SuDS)

London Road has less space, and while footways 
can be slightly widened in some areas, there 
isn’t enough room to introduce significant green 
infrastructure on this road

High Street would be transformed as a place 
for people with street trees, SuDs, seating, and 
public art

This change would make London Road the 
primary north-south route and worsen 
pedestrian conditions on that route

Bus services would need to be rerouted onto 
Pembroke Road and London Road

London Road would be transformed as a place 
for people with street trees, SuDs, seating, and 
public art and potentially a space outside The 
Stag Theatre (4A). High Street can be improved by 
removing on-street parking, narrowing traffic lanes 
and introducing planting and trees

High Street would become busier as the main 
north-south route  

Option 4A limits access to the South Park Car 
Park Option 4B impacts on the setting of the 
potential public space outside of The Stag

Offers potential for public realm improvements 
on both High Street and London Road, including 
wider footways, tree planting and SuDS

The requirement to maintain street resilience 
(passing space in the case of a breakdown) 
means that public realm gains are not as 
significant as might be anticipated

One-way working makes some traffic 
movements more complicated

OPTION ONE: TWO WAY WORKING OPTION TWO: ONE WAY LOOP (ROGER FITZGERALD) OPTION THREE: ACCESS-ONLY HIGH STREET OPTION FOUR: ACCESS-ONLY LONDON ROAD

4

PEMBROKE ROAD AND HIGH STREET JUNCTION

HIGH STREET AND LONDON ROAD JUNCTIONPEMBROKE ROAD AND HIGH STREET JUNCTION

JUNCTION IMPROVEMENTS BUS STATION

The draft masterplan proposes the relocation of bus stands to the south 
of Buckhurst Lane and changing the bus circulation to a clockwise (east-to-
west) direction. This creates space for a wider footway and tree planting on 
the northern side. This option aligns with proposals for Land East of High 
Street (shown on Board 6) and includes potential bus stops or layover spaces 
on Suffolk Way. 

An alternative option is also proposed in the draft masterplan document, which 
removes the central bus stand and moves bus stops to the northern side of 
Buckhurst Lane allowing for a wider footway to the south.

FITZGERALD’S INITIAL SKETCH

PEMBROKE ROAD

LONDON ROAD
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BUCKHURST LANE

Option 4B 
(two way access 
retained to South 
Park car park)
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HAVE YOUR SAY USING THE ONLINE QUESTIONNAIRE, 
ACCESS IT WITH THIS QR CODE!

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES  
This board identifies some of the main development opportunities in the 
town centre and the proposed design principles that should guide design on 
these sites. 

POST OFFICE AND BT EXCHANGE
The redevelopment of the Post Office and Telecoms building could bring additional life into the 
western part of the town centre whilst also enhancing the local townscape. The following design 
principles will be important when developing the site:

	• Delivery of a mix of uses including potential to extend the Stag Theatre, or provide supporting 
space / complimentary uses as part of a longer-term investment strategy. This could take the form 
of creative studios or a supporting food and drink offer

	• A small public space that could serve as a setting for restaurants and cafes to spill out onto, or 
for gatherings or small-scale events linked to the theatre

	• Streetscape enhancements including tree planting 

FORMER EDWARDS ELECTRICAL SITE 
The redevelopment of the former Edward’s Electrical site will consolidate street frontage on the 
northern approach into Sevenoaks from The Vine. The following design principles will be important 
when developing the site:

	• Positive and active frontage to the High Street that is aligned to frontages on adjacent plots and 
is sympathetic to adjacent buildings

	• Development that responds to the character of the existing streetscape both in terms of 
materials, design language and height and massing

	• Residential use with potential for non-residential (retail, community or workspace use) at 
ground floor level

	• Streetscape enhancements including tree planting

5

Animated frontage

SEVENOAKS STATION
The area around Sevenoaks Station presents a significant opportunity for development that will 
transform the sense of arrival into Sevenoaks and could establish a new residential led urban 
quarter for the town.
The following design principles will be important when developing the site:

	• Potential to provide a new station building that provides a welcoming point of arrival and 
departure for the town

	• This should open out onto a public space ‘Station Square’ providing an arrival space around 
which retail and food and beverage uses could be located. The square and station building 
could be located to straddle the railway tracks

	• The development frontage on London Road should be set back to allow for the provision of 
generous footways and for the planting of street trees on London Road

	• The current surface level station car park could be re-provided in the form of a multi-
storey structure (accessed from the north) freeing up the majority of the station car park for 
redevelopment as a new urban residential quarter. 

	• In this highly accessible location development density could be greater than is typical in 
Sevenoaks. Buildings of 4 to 6 residential storeys may be appropriate and there may be 
potential for taller buildings marking the station. Given their proximity to the station the 
new homes would be highly suitable for young professionals commuting into London and the 
residential mix should cater for this demographic

	• The streetscape around the station should be enhanced and simplified with vehicular access to 
the station for drop off and taxis focused to the west of the station and pedestrian access to 
the east

	• A high quality public realm scheme should be delivered along London Road. This should provide 
a clear uncluttered pedestrian friendly environment that minimises street furniture and provides 
pedestrian crossings where pedestrians want to cross

	• The ‘Farmers Site’ (opposite the station) has been included as part of the wider Sevenoaks 
Station area. It is currently subject to a live planning application for a six storey mixed-use 
development, which, with the right design could assist in activating the area and providing more 
housing and commercial space 

	• The Town Council has requested that the proposals be scrutined by a Design Review Panel, with 
engagement from the local community

LAND EAST OF HIGH STREET
This extensive site presents a significant opportunity for the town. The District Council have 
consulted on an early vision to redevelop the site with a mixed-use development that provides 
new homes, a replacement Sevenoaks Leisure Centre as a new, modern, energy efficient building, 
as well as new public spaces and better pedestrian links to the Environmental Park and Knole 
Park. The existing Kaleidoscope (gallery, library and museum) does not form part of the project 
and will remain in its existing form. 
Development areas and preliminary building footprints are indicated in the masterplan however, 
the site will be subject to a more detailed study and development procurement process that will 
be progressed by Sevenoaks District Council in 2025.
The following design principles will be important when developing the site:

	• Development to be laid out as part of street blocks with buildings defining streets and spaces 
and with positive frontages at ground floor level

	• A permeable network of pedestrian friendly routes and spaces to extend through the 
area helping to integrate and connect the site to the High Street to the west and to the 
Environmental Park and Knole Park to the east and residential areas to the north and south

	• Active ground floor uses, including the main entrances to the new leisure centre and café uses, 
to be located where they are visually prominent and help to aid legibility within the area

	• A ‘green spine’ to extend from High Street on the alignment of Buckhurst Lane towards an 
enhanced entrance to the Environmental Park. This route to form a legible, green extension of 
Knole Park to High Street and incorporate low level planting / raingardens and tree planting as 
part of a high-quality public realm treatment that provides priority to pedestrians over vehicle

	• The cultural hub and market hall together with the new leisure centre to open out onto, and 
animate a new public space on the site of the current Buckhurst Lane car park

	• Bus stops to be located where they bring passengers close to the centre but do not impact on 
the pedestrian experience and legibility of the ‘green spine’

	• Development form, scale, height and massing to be of a human scale and respect the character 
within the wider town centre and respond to the wider landscape setting

Given the potential for these developments to shape the future of the town centre they should 
be presented to a Design Review Panel and community engagement must be carried out to 
ensure that the values of the local community are considered.

Consented planning application 

Proposed development opportunity 
(Land East of High Street) 

Proposed development opportunity

Public realm improvement 		
opportunity

Library

Cultural facility 

Fitness centre

Events space

Hotel

Active frontage

Existing active frontage

Existing routes to 
be greened
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Whilst large-scale redevelopment and traffic management plans will take time and 
significant investment, smaller, low-cost initiatives can help build momentum, attract 	
visitors, and boost the local economy. These early interventions can create immediate 
improvements and encourage further investment. Potential initiatives include:

	• Public Realm Improvements: Small-scale upgrades such as parklets, street greening,       	
and reducing street clutter can enhance the townscape at minimal cost

	• Traffic Management Trials: Before committing to costly infrastructure changes,      		
temporary road closures or traffic management trials can help assess potential 		
impacts

	• Car Parking Adjustments:  Shifting from ‘Pay on Arrival’ to ‘Pay on Exit’ parking can 
encourage longer visitor stays and improve town centre footfall

	• Events and Activities: Expanding existing events (e.g. the Summer Festival and Christmas 
Market) and introducing more cultural activities, specialist markets, and performances 
can make the town more vibrant

	• Public Art and Lighting: Eye-catching art installations and creative lighting can 			 
enhance the town’s appeal, especially at night, supporting the evening economy

	• Temporary Uses and Pop-Ups: Vacant spaces can be re-purposed for short-term events, 
community projects, or pop-up shops to bring activity to the high street

	• Signage and Wayfinding: Improved signage can better connect key attractions and help 
visitors explore the town more easily

	• Meanwhile Uses: Large development sites often remain inactive for years before 
construction begins. Temporary uses, such as cultural, social, or entrepreneurial projects, 
can keep these spaces active and engaging during the interim

SEVENOAKS TOWN CENTRE MASTERPLAN (DRAFT)
PUBLIC CONSULTATION JUNE 2025

HAVE YOUR SAY USING THE ONLINE QUESTIONNAIRE, 
ACCESS IT WITH THIS QR CODE!

MAIN MOVES: PUBLIC REALM IMPROVEMENTS  
This board highlights some of the main public realm improvements 
proposed in the draft masterplan, focusing on delivering new public 
spaces and enhanced pedestrian connections. Potential early win 
initiatives are also identified 

NEW PUBLIC SPACES 
South Park: A small hard paved space could be delivered as part 
of the redevelopment of the Post Office and sorting office at the 
junction of South Park and London Road. This space would be 
animated by active ground floors and include seating, trees and 
planting
 
Buckhurst Square: This hard paved space could be delivered as part 
of the redevelopment of Land East of High Street and provide a 
setting for the new cultural hub, market hall and leisure centre, and 
could include seating, trees and planting
 
Station Square: A new arrival space is proposed at the entrance 
to Sevenoaks Station as a fitting arrival to the town. This space is 
located bridging the railway tracks and animated by ground floor 
retail / cafes

 
NEW AND ENHANCED PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS 
High Street: Change here will depend on the preferred movement 
option but is likely to include provision of wider footways, continuous 
pedestrian crossovers at junctions, tree planting and introduction 
of sustainable urban drainage (SuDs). Enhancements will extend 
northwards to The Vine to better link this facility with the town centre
 
London Road: Similar changes to High Street, extending north to 	
Sevenoaks Station with tree planting where possible
 
Pembroke Road / Suffolk Way: Provision of wider footways, 
pedestrian crossovers, tree planting, and SuDS
 
Granville Road / South Park: Tree planting, footway improvements, 
and street furniture including seating to offer opportunities for 
resting on this alternative quieter pedestrian route from the station
 
Bligh's Meadow to Suffolk Way: A new pedestrian route as part of 
the Chandlers Place development (former Tesco store)
 
High Street to Environmental Park: A continuous, tree-lined route 
with rain gardens and planting to connect the High Street to the		
Environmental Park and Knole, enhancing the town's natural character

Create public spaces that encourage 
dwelling and interaction 

Incorporate creative and engaging 
street furniture throughout the area

Implement wayfinding strategies that 
promote the town’s history

Design a high-quality public realm 
with pedestrian-friendly surfaces and 
road layouts

Design a prominent entrance and 
feature for the Environmental Park 
and Knole Park

Create adaptable spaces for 
temporary arts and culture 
installations
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Attractive mews housing that relate 
to the public realm  

Integrated public greening and street 
furniture 

Temporary seating and other street 
furniture can be used in public spaces

Cycle parking to be located at 
Sevenoaks Station to encourage 
active transit to and from the station

Create public spaces can host 
temporary events such as food 
festivals, music, arts and culture  

Create spaces that encourage playful 
and interactive elements 

EARLY WINS    

Potential new cultural building 

Wall-art and other forms of art 
installations can uplift areas

9

1

2

3

45

6

7

8

9

1 South Park
2 Buckhurst Square
3 Station Square
4 High Street 
5 London Road 
6 Pembroke Road / Suffolk Way 
7 Granville Road / South Park 
8 Bligh’s Meadow to Suffolk Way
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BACKGROUND TO THE TWO MASTERPLAN PROJECTS - 
WHAT SEVENOAKS TOWN COUNCIL DOES, WHAT THE
MASTERPLANS COULD DO, AND WHO WOULD DELIVER THEM

Pictured throughout this poster, are several projects which were identified in the Sevenoaks Town
Neighbourhood Plan and have since been delivered by the Town Council - either independently or in
collaboration with other bodies.
Sevenoaks Town Council has a STNP / Masterplan Working Group, which monitors the various actions/projects
identified in the Sevenoaks Town Neighbourhood Plan and makes recommendation on priority actions for the
Town Council to pursue. 
Following their adoption by the Town Council, the Masterplans will be added to this Working Group’s remit.

BACKGROUND TO THE PROJECT:
In September 2023, your local Sevenoaks Town Councillors met to discuss their
aspirations as well as projects that they wished to pursue and deliver throughout
their new Term of Office 2023-2027. Amongst the final “Blue Skies Priorities” that
emerged from this meeting and were later adopted by the Town Council, was the
ambition to deliver two Masterplans for Sevenoaks Town’s two retail/business
districts - being Sevenoaks Town Centre and the St John’s Area.

Building upon the work previously completed in the Sevenoaks Town
Neighbourhood Plan - the Masterplans will identify key opportunities for future
development, with guidance on how this could be delivered in the most holistic and
locally beneficial way as possible. The purpose of the Masterplans is to set out a
clear vision - informed and endorsed by local people - for what development
should look like within the Town. This will not only include design guidance, but also
identify opportunities to enhance cultural attractions, improve the pedestrian
environment, mitigate potential traffic issues and deliver new green infrastructure
to enhance local biodiversity.

WHO ELSE COULD CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS DELIVERY OF THE MASTERPLANS?
It is hoped that the Masterplans will be used in the following ways - endorsed and lobbied for by the Town Council:

Local developers - by informing development proposals to integrate public realm features into designs
The Local Planning Authority - could either be adopted as an advisory to the Local Plan and/or be used by
Planning Officers as a starting point for which public amenities should be delivered by local developers as part
of their planning applications. These would be secured by legal Section 106 agreements.
Sevenoaks Town Council - in identifying priority actions or projects which could be pursued by the Town
Council
Any emerging Business Improvement District and/or by local businesses - in identifying “small interventions”
which could improve the public realm and local profile, and encourage more customers to the area

The Masterplans could also be used as an evidence base for any potential funding applications to deliver the
identified interventions. 

TOWN CENTRE:ST JOHN’S AREA:

WHAT DOES SEVENOAKS
TOWN COUNCIL DO?

Sevenoaks Town Council is your
most local tier of government,
equivalent to a Parish Council
and with an annual budget of
£1,997,096*.

Key services provided by the
Town Council include: 

Grants to local organisations
£67,000
Cemetery
Bus Shelters
7 play areas
6 community buildings
17 public open spaces
2 allotment sites
Community events
Markets
Public seats
Youth Cafe & Youth Council
11 Sports Pitches
Floral displays and Christmas
Lights
Litter bins and litter
collecting
Public toilets

*Based on the financial year
2025/2026. For more information on
where this budget comes from and
how it is spent, please visit
https://qrco.de/bfnU4W

Sevenoaks Town Council is seeking views on the
draft Town Centre Masterplan*, with
consultation to last until 8th August 2025.

Please review the consultation boards and fill
out a survey - either online or paper form. Your
response will be taken into consideration by our
consultants in their preparation of the final
Masterplan. 

*Consultation on the draft St Johns Hill Area Masterplan took place separately,
from March 2025. The draft Masterplan is now being reviewed in conjunction with
responses received, and the final version will be considered at a future Town
Council meeting.

Pictured right: 
A recent project pursued by Sevenoaks Town Team
in partnership with Sevenoaks District Council and
Kent County Council, to refurbish existing street
furniture throughout Sevenoaks. Also delivered via
this partnership have been new benches, a red
phone box refurbishment, and installation of flag
sockets on commercial buildings to promote local
events, amongst lots more.

Pictured below: 
Light installations for the annual Christmas Lights
display, arranged by Sevenoaks Town Council and
retained throughout December. Such fixtures
throughout one area can create a sense of
character and arrival and enhance visitor
experience.

Pictured above: 
The newly refurbished the Bat & Ball Centre, proposed by residents via early
engagement activities for the Neighbourhood Plan, and delivered by
Sevenoaks Town Council. Includes 2 community halls, kitchen, toilets, 1
meeting room, 1 MUGA, and open space for events.

WHAT ROLE WILL THE TOWN COUNCIL PLAY IN THE MASTERPLANS’ DELIVERY?

Pictured above:
The National Award-winning Number 8 Orbital Bus service, linking Sevenoaks Town Centre to
residential areas, was delivered in 2015 by Sevenoaks Town Council in collaboration with Go
Coach and with funding obtained by Kent County Council. The need for this was identified via
early consultation exercises for the STNP and has since been adopted by the County Council.

HAVE YOUR SAY

https://qrco.de/bfnU4W


What does a Youth Councillor do?
Represent the views of young people in Sevenoaks
Attend regular Youth Council meetings
Organise events and campaigns
Collaborate on community projects
Work alongside local leaders and councillors
Develop confidence, leadership & teamwork skills

Share your views

Make real change happen

Get involved in local projects

Build skills for your future

Join Sevenoaks

Youth Council!

Join Sevenoaks

Youth Council!
Are you aged 11–18 and passionate about your community?

Why get involved?
Make a real difference in your community
Meet other motivated young people
Looks great on UCAS and job applications
Counts towards DofE and IB CAS hours

This is your chance to:

For more information, please email:
youthwork@Sevenoakstown.gov.uk



Email (Personal)

Name of School Attended

Email (Parent/Guardian)

Home Address

Do you want to represent the views, issues and
opinions of young people in the town?

Youth Council Meetings: 
Every 6 weeks on Wednesdays

at 6pm 

Location:
Sevenoaks Town Council

Chamber, TN13 3QG 
or 

House in the Basement,
 TN13 1ZZ

How to Apply:

Do you live within 5 miles of
Sevenoaks Town or go to

school in the town?

Name Age

 Fill out the form below or scan
the QR code to visit our website.

Join Sevenoaks

Youth Council!

Join Sevenoaks

Youth Council!

For more information, please email:
youthwork@Sevenoakstown.gov.uk


