
27th August 2024 

COMMUNITY ASSET WORKING GROUP 

To be held in the Council Chamber, Town Council Offices, 
 Wednesday 4th September 2024 at 2.00pm 

Town Councillors are reminded that they have a duty to state a Declaration of Interest prior to 
the appropriate agenda item and to consider the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 s.17 when 
reaching a decision. 

Working Group Members: 

Cllr Dr Merilyn Canet (Chair) Cllr Lise Michaelides 

Cllr Dr Peter Dixon Cllr Nigel Wightman 

Cllr Libby Ancrum (Mayor, ex-officio) Cllr Gareth Willis 

Quorum minimum of 3 elected members 

AGENDA 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
To receive and note apologies for absence. - 

2. REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
To consider written requests from Members which have previously been 
submitted to the Town Clerk to enable participation in discussion and 
voting on items for which the Member has a Disclosable Pecuniary 
Interest. (s.31 & s.33 of the Localism Act 2011). 

- 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
To receive any declarations of interest from members in respect of any 
items of business included in this agenda. 

- 
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4.  MINUTES OF MEETING OF COMMUNITY ASSET WORKING GROUP HELD 
ON 17TH JULY 2024 
To receive and agree the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community 
Asset Working Group held on 17th July 2024 as a true record.  
 

Attached 

5.  
 
 

OPEN SPACES & CEMETERY MANAGER’S REPORT 
To receive and consider the Open Spaces & Cemetery Manager’s Report: 
• Staff 
• St Nicholas Boundary Wall 
• Knole Paddock and Raleys Field 
• Woodland Management Plan 

 

Attached 

6.  ALLOTMENTS REPORT 
To receive and consider the Allotment Officer’s Report: 
• Community Payback 
• Renewals 
• Vandalism 
 

Attached 

7.  
 
 
7.1 
7.2 
7.3 

DRAFT PROPOSED CHARGES FOR 2024-2025 
To consider draft charges and RECOMMEND to the Finance & Delivery 
Committee in respect of: 
• Fees and Charges for Greatness Park Cemetery 
• Fees and Charges for Sports Facilities 
• General Fees and Charges  

 

 
 
 
Attached 
Attached 
Attached 

8.  STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS – COMMUNITY ASSETS 
 To receive and consider the Statement of Accounts for July 2024. 

Attached 

9.  BAT & BALL CENTRE SOLAR PANELS REPORT 
To receive and consider the proposal and costs of cleaning solar panels at 
the Bat & Ball Centre. 
 

Attached 

10.  CURRENT MATTERS  
To consider updates on current matters. 

Attached 

11.  
 
11.1 
11.2 

SEVENOAKS INDOOR BOWLS CLUB SOLAR PANELS: CIL BID 
 
• To note the bid submitted to SDC by Sevenoaks Indoor Bowls Club 
• To consider, and make recommendation to the Finance & Delivery 

Committee, regarding the request to the Town Council for £25k CIL 
funding.  

 

Attached 

12.  PRESS RELEASE 
To consider any agenda item considered appropriate for a press release. 
 

_ 
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Sevenoaks Town Council 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Asset Working Group 

Held on 17th July 2024 at the Town Council Offices 

68 

Meeting Commenced:  14:00      Meeting Concluded: 14:55 

Present:   
 Cllr Dr Merilyn Canet 
(Chair)  

Present Cllr Lise Michaelides Present 

Cllr Dr Peter Dixon 
(Vice-Chair)  

Apologies Cllr Nigel Wightman Present 

Cllr Libby Ancrum 
(Mayor, ex-officio) 

Apologies Cllr Gareth Willis Apologies 

In attendance: The Town Clerk, Responsible Finance Officer & Deputy Town Clerk, Open 
Spaces & Cemetery Manager, Open Spaces & Leisure Committee Clerk, Mr Tim Burrows. 

The quorum of 3 elected members was met. 

82. Chair and Vice-Chair
Noted that at the Annual Town Council meeting held on 13th May 2024, the
following appointments were made:

Chair:             Cllr Dr Merilyn Canet
Vice-Chair:    Cllr Dr Peter Dixon

83. Revised Committee and Working Group System
83.1 Noted that at the Annual Town Council meeting held on 13th May 2024, the Town 

Council approved a revised Committee and Working Group system. 

83.2 The Terms of Reference for the Community Asset Working Group were received 
and noted. 

84. Apologies for Absence: Received and accepted as noted above.

85. Requests for Dispensations:  There were no requests for dispensations.

86. Declarations of Interest: There were no declarations of interest.

87. Minutes of Open Spaces & Leisure Committee held on 12th February 2024
It was agreed to receive and accept the minutes as a true record.

88. Open Spaces & Cemetery Manager’s Report
Nicholas Cave, the Open Spaces & Cemetery Manager, presented his report.

It was advised that the experienced gardener volunteer Adrian Cheeseman as well
as Tom Pearcy had been recruited as part time gardeners. Tom Pearcy had started
work on a 6-month temporary contract to assist in maintaining Greatness
Cemetery, whereas Adrian Cheeseman would be focusing on the horticultural
aspect at the town centre.
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In Bloom judging had taken place in late June, the Open Spaces & Cemetery 
Manager thanked staff and volunteers for their hard work in preparation for the 
judging date. It was advised that results would be presented in September. 

SDC Planning and Building Control had approved works for repairing the boundary 
wall at St Nicholas’s Church. Discussions were being held with the contractor to 
finalize working dates. 

The Council received an update on the reseeding of the Knole Paddock and Raleys 
Field, it was also noted that Verti draining Pitch 1 was being planned for early 
Autumn. 

It was noted that once the full process for refurbishing of the rugby pitches would 
look good and may be tempted to be played on, roots need to establish before this 
happens. 

Memorial Stability testing had taken place at Greatness Cemetery in May. It was 
noted that 109 memorials had failed the testing and right’s holders were being 
contacted to request that headstones be made safe. The Open Spaces & Cemetery 
Manager advised that headstones which were not secured by instruction of 
relatives would need to be made safe by The Council.  

RESOLVED: To investigate and seek quotations for the securing of headstones 
which have failed their stability testing after all methods of contacting family 
members have been exhausted.   

89. Statement of Accounts – Open Spaces & Leisure
The Statement of Accounts for Open Spaces & Leisure for April and May 2024 were
received and noted.

90. Cemetery Income Report
The Cemetery Income Report for 2024/2025 was received and noted.

91. Allotment Officer’s Report
The Working Group noted the Allotment Manager’s report.

91.1 Allotment Rents 

RESOLVED:  
(1) To recommend to the Finance & Delivery Committee that   2025/2026 allotment

rents for Quakers Hall Allotments be increased by no more than 5% i.e. to 24p
per square metre for the Quakers Hall site

(2) To recommend to the Finance & Delivery Committee that 2025/2026 allotment
rents for Bradbourne Vale Allotments be increased by no more than 5% to 23p
per square metre.
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(3) That any increase be communicated to the tenants in September along with
their renewal letter and invoice, with the increase effective from 1st October
2025.

91.2     Community Payback 
The Allotments Officer had informed the Working Group that a signed agreement 
has been sent to the Community Payback coordinators to arrange for clearing work 
on vacant plots. The Town Council was awaiting confirmation of a commencement 
date for the work days. 

92. Sevenoaks Day Nursery: Request to Extend Facilities
The Working Group received and considered the request made by the Sevenoaks
Day Nursery to extend its facilities.

RESOLVED that:
1) Sevenoaks Town Council provides permission for Sevenoaks Day Nursery to

extend its current building into land leased to them within the current
peppercorn rent agreement.

2) Sevenoaks Town Council formalises legal paperwork and records to address 1
above.

3) Sevenoaks Day Nursery be asked to research a provision where materials have a
similar external appearance to the original building.

93. Sevenoaks Greensand Commons Project
The report on the Sevenoaks Greensand Commons Project was received and
considered. The continued involvement of Sevenoaks Town Council in the
Greensands Commons Legacy Project and the recruitment of a part-time Greensands
Common Ranger, via an annual contribution of £4,000 were considered.

Although very supportive of the legacy project, the Working Group decided not to
continue with the Town Council’s participation as it was considered that the Council’s
limited funds available for woodland management would be more beneficially used
in-house to conserve and enhance Sevenoaks Common in conjunction with the
recently acquired 14 acres of Longspring Wood, which is adjacent to Sevenoaks
Common, to increase public access and manage the biodiversity of the ancient
woodland.

RESOLVED: To withdraw from the funding agreement for Greensands Common
Project and divert budget to Sevenoaks Common / Longspring Woods.

94. Current Matters
The updates on the below current matters were noted:
1.Greatness Recreation Ground Survey
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2. Boundary Wall between the Closed Churchyard at St Nicholas Church and The
Chantry House.
3. Vine Anti-Social Behaviour
4. Greatness Cemetery – Headstone & Memorial Testing
5.Tree and Sculpture Projects
6. Pre-application Advice – New Access to The Vine Pavilion

95. Press Release
It was agreed that a press release be issued for the achievement of the renewal of
the Green Flag Award.

There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting. 

Signed  ……………………………………… Dated ……………………………. 
Chair 
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Agenda Item 5 
Sevenoaks Town Council 

Community Asset Working Group – 4th September 2024 

Open Spaces and Cemetery Manager’s Report 

Staff 

At present we are still trying to recruit for the deputy supervisor’s post and although we 
have conducted a couple of interviews so far, we have not had suitable candidates. 

St Nicholas Church boundary wall, 

Having received permission from Planning and Building Control, the contractor has now 
given us a start date of early October. 

Knole Paddock and Raleys field 

Both fields were weed killed in the last 3 weeks by ourselves, we aim to use the least 
damaging products we can find and spray in the right conditions keeping the public off 
the field whilst doing so, this can mean that we struggle to find suitable conditions and 
we do have half of one pitch to finish when conditions and usage allow. 

We are currently preparing the rugby and football pitches for play which will start in 
earnest on the 7th of September. We have purchased additional seed to reseed the 
training pitch once the ground becomes moist as we strive  to get a full grass coverage 
this autumn. Autumn fertilising will also take place soon depending on moisture levels. 

We have had a very full summer of Cricket with almost maximum weekend usage, 
another task will be to repair and reseed the 2 cricket tables in late September, as 
previously reported we have Bourne Amenity booked for early autumn to vertidrain  
(aerate) the 3 rugby pitches and 1 football pitch. 

Woodland Management 

Currently we have 10 woodlands of varying size with individual management plans and 
Longspring Wood will be added to this list. 

Some of these management plans have been in existence since the early 1990’s when 
following the great storm of 1987 there was a huge period of transition as woodland 
regenerated, around  this period the Forestry Commission had a range of grants 
available to help shape woodlands and encourage access, for a number of years our 
Woodland advisors helped us claim grants which certainly helped cover the cost of the 
works. This was invaluable for work such as the re-coppicing of the Alder grove at 
Littlewoods around 7 years ago. Grants are now less common, but we still need to 
decide on clear objectives with a long-term view of the woodlands in 15- 25 years’ time. 
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Agenda Item 5 
Sevenoaks Town Council 

Community Asset Working Group – 4th September 2024 

We have started to contact suitably qualified companies to obtain quotes to continue 
this work and have been searching for companies who are sympathetic to the aims of 
public access and biodiversity rather than pure commercial forestry. At present we have 
only had one positive reply. 

We are continuing to chase up contacts and are looking for other companies to contact. 
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Agenda Item 6 
Sevenoaks Town Council 

Community Asset Working Group – 4th September 2024 

Allotment Officer’s Report 

The waiting list for QHA currently stands at 12 with 12 vacant plots (also 12 in July).  Due 
to the renewal of tenancies at the end of September, the number of returned plots is 
expected to increase.  

The site at BVA currently has 1 vacant plot (2 in July) and 3 persons on the waiting list. 

Tenancy Renewals 

The invoices for the next allotment year starting on 1st October will be posted to all 
tenants before the end of this month. Invoices will be delivered through email, with mail 
postage used only in instances where tenants do not have a personal email address.  

This change aims to reduce the workload on the finance team, to speed up the overall 
invoicing process, and to reduce the number of resources (e.g. paper, stamps) being 
used where more efficient alternatives are available. 

Community Payback 

Following the last update at the meeting on 17th July, the Town Council had finalised the 
agreement for the community payback scheme with three working days of the scheme 
taking place since, the first being held on Friday 9th August.  

The scheme had been successful so far, The Council and allotment holders have been 
impressed by the quality of the work. Future extension of the Payback Scheme  

The workers have cleared one of the overgrown vacant plots at the Quakers Hall site 
on their first day. 
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Sevenoaks Town Council 

Community Asset Working Group – 4th September 2024 

agreement will be considered for the Bradbourne Vale site pending further progress at 
Quakers Hall Allotments.  

Vandalism 

It had been reported to the Town Council that an act of vandalism had taken place on 
three plots at the Quakers Hall site. Approximately 10 small fruit trees had been cut 
down, The Council and tenants had reported the incident to the police however the 
case was closed due to lack of evidence and witnesses.  

Following a discussion between one tenant and a community police officer, nature 
cameras had been recommended as a deterrent of further vandalism.  

Anna Rosińska 

27th August 2024 
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Cemetery Charges 01.04.2025 to 31.03.2026 
GREATNESS PARK CEMETERY 

FEES & CHARGES FROM 1 APRIL 2025 
 (All prices are inclusive of VAT) 

TARIFF CATEGORIES 

Resident (£) Non-Resident (£) 
EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS OF BURIAL 
In a grave previously used for a limited period burial: 
The fees will be determined by deducting the fees paid at the time of such limited period burial from the full fees for 
the purchase of exclusive rights of burial currently in force. 

In a New Grave (For 75 years): 
Includes Certificate of Grant, entry in Register (all sites) 
Earth (Lawn section) Grave Site A 1213.00   1243.00 3638.00   3729.00 
Earth (Lawn section) Grave Site B 734.00   752.00 2202.00  2256.00 
Earth (Lawn section) Grave Site C 471.00   483.00 1414.00   1449.00 
Infants (non-viable foetuses, still born children, and under 5 years) 25.00   26.00 76.00   78.00 
Outside spaces are surcharged 25% 
Pre-purchase of Gravemarker 84.00   86.00 84.00   86.00 

INTERMENT FEES (Including grave digging) 
Infant’s Grave (single depth grave in infant’s section) 167.00   171.00 501.00   513.00 
Single depth in an adult grave (all ages) 583.00   598.00 1748.00   1794.00 
Double depth in an adult grave (all ages) 783.00   803.00 2350.00   2409.00 
Surcharge for casket burials is double the above fees 
Burials with coffins & caskets outside of normal dimensions POA POA 
Interment of cremated remains within a Grave 100.00   103.00 299.00  309.00 

OTHER FEES 
Transfer of Exclusive Rights of Burial Grant (per document) 82.00   84.00 82.00   84.00 
To search Register of Burials per name (same family) 41.00   42.00 41.00   42.00 
Annual Grave Maintenance-Grass Grave 118.00   121.00 118.00   121.00 
Annual Grave Maintenance-Full Memorial 164.00   168.00 164.00   168.00 
Turfing of old graves (at client’s request) 86.00   88.00 86.00   88.00 
Out-of-time burials (dependent upon availability & man-hours 
involved) Minimum fee 

184.00   189.00 184.00   189.00 

Weekend surcharge-cremated remains burial 184.00   189.00 184.00   189.00 
Headstone removal prior to re-opening (standard sized memorials 
only, others sizes-price on request) 

66.00   68.00 66.00   68.00 

Headstone replacement after re-opening (standard sized memorials 
only, others sizes-price on request) 

POA POA 

NOTE:   Sevenoaks town residents will be entitled to pay the reduced fee upon production of proof of residency presented 
to the Town Clerk prior to any reduced fee being approved. 

RESIDENT    A parishioner (or ex-parishioner) of Sevenoaks Town who for a period resided within the Town 
area and who at the time of his/ her death had not been resident outside that area for more than 
10 years. 

NON-RESIDENT Any non-parishioner 

The Council reserves the right to levy a surcharge on any of the tariff items under special circumstances. 
Invoicing must be settled in full prior to permission being given by the Council for work to be carried out in the Cemetery. 

DRAFT
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Cemetery Charges 01.04.2025 to 31.03.2026 
GREATNESS PARK CEMETERY 

FEES & CHARGES FROM 1 APRIL 2025 
 (All prices are inclusive of VAT) 

Resident (£) Non-Resident (£) 
CHAPEL SERVICE 
Use of chapel (includes provision of music if required) 196.00   201.00 196.00   201.00 

MEMORIAL PERMITS (EXCLUDING WALL OF REMEMBRANCE) 
Approval and placement of headstones, books, tablets, figures, crosses 
and stone vases up to the max height of 3 ft. 

203.00   208.00 203.00   208.00 

Double headstones 405.00   415.00 405.00   415.00 
Additional inscriptions after first interment 139.00   142.00 139.00   142.00 
Tablets, scrolls, bird baths and books up to 15 inches in height 153.00   157.00 153.00   157.00 
To replace a memorial with similar or smaller memorial 55.00   56.00 55.00   56.00 
Memorial removal and disposal fee 123.00   126.00 123.00   126.00 

Notes to Memorial permits 
1. Kerbstones and border stones are NOT permitted on grave sites:

(a) for which exclusive burial rights were purchased on or after 1.11.80
(b) in Lawn Areas (whenever exclusive burial rights were purchased).

2. Where Memorials comprise more than one item, e.g. headstone, body and footstone, the fees for each will be charged under
the respective headings above.

3. Memorial prices will rise above inflation to cover additional costs for inspection.

4. All new memorials and those removed and re-fixed will be required to have an approved anchor system fitted.

WALL OF REMEMBRANCE 
For the right to fix a tablet to the Wall of Remembrance. Dimension of 
tablets to be 25.4 cm x 15.2 x 3 cm 

151.00   155.00 151.00   155.00 

Where there has been no interment of cremated remains but the fixing 
of a memorial plaque is required 

293.00   300.00 879.00   900.00 

Additional inscription to existing plaque 59.00   60.00 59.00   60.00 
LAWN OF REMEMBRANCE 
Exclusive Rights for 75 years of one interment of cremated  
human remains in a plot 30.5 cm x 30.5 cm (with a depth of 90.0 
cm x 35.6 cm) within the Lawn of Remembrance. (to include  
Certificate of Grant; entry in register) 

210.00   215.00 630.00   645.00 

Interment of ashes (digging charge) 100.00   103.00 299.00   309.00 
BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 
Memorial Roses (details entered in a Book of Remembrance) 183.00   188.00 183.00   188.00 

NOTE: Sevenoaks town residents will be entitled to pay the reduced fee upon production of proof of residency presented 
to the Town Clerk prior to any reduced fee being approved. 

RESIDENT A parishioner (or ex-parishioner) of Sevenoaks Town who originally resided within the Town area 
for 15 years or more and who at the time of his/her death had not been resident outside that area 
for more than 10 years). 

NON-RESIDENT Any non-parishioner 

The Council reserves the right to levy a surcharge on any of the tariff items under special circumstances. 
Invoicing must be settled in full prior to permission being given by the Council for work to be carried out in the Cemetery. 

DRAFT
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Sports Facilities Charges 01.04.2025 to 31.03.2026 
SPORTS FEES 

FEES & CHARGES FROM 01 April 2025 

All fees subject to VAT other than block bookings of 10 or more games which are paid in advance & meeting additional 
requirements, please enquire 

Rugby (Winter Sport) Per Session (£) 
Pitch hire per game inclusive of use of pavilion facilities 
Weekday games - Adults 127.00   130.00 
Weekday games - Juniors 72.00   74.00 

Weekend games - Adults 150.00   154.00 
Weekend games - Juniors 96.00   98.00 

Pitch hire per game exclusive of use of pavilion facilities 
Weekday games - Adults 87.00   89.00 
Weekday games - Juniors 54.00   55.00 
Weekend games - Adults 110.00   113.00 
Weekend games - Juniors 77.00   79.00 
Mini Tournaments 168.00   171.00 
Junior Training Areas 47.00   48.00 
Adult Training per hour 38.00   39.00 
Outside Rugby clubs-normal fee plus 38.00   39.00 

Sports Camps 
Small Sports Camps 96.00   98.00 
Larger Sports Camps 127.00   130.00 

CRICKET (Summer Sport) All Day 
(£) 

Afternoon 
from 1.30 p.m. (£) 

Evening 
from 5.30 p.m (£) 

Pitch hire per game inclusive of use of pavilion facilities 
Weekday games - Adults 122.00   125.00 110.00   113.00 92.00   94.00 
Weekday games - Juniors 72.00   74.00 67.00   68.00 53.00   54.00 
Weekend games - Adults 155.00  159.00 127.00   130.00 110.00   113.00 
Weekend games - Juniors 96.00   98.00 75.00   77.00 65.00   67.00 

Pitch hire per game exclusive of use of pavilion facilities 
Weekday games - Adults 82.00   84.00 70.00   72.00 53.00  54.00 
Weekday games - Juniors 54.00   55.00 48.00   51.00 34.00   35.00 
Weekend games - Adults 116.00   119.00 87.00   90.00 70.00   72.00 
Weekend games - Juniors 77.00   79.00 59.00   60.00 46.00   47.00 

SOCCER (Winter Sport) Per Session (£) 
Pitch hire per game inclusive of use of pavilion facilities 
Weekday games - Adults 104.00   107.00 
Weekday games - Juniors 56.00   57.00 
Weekend games - Adults 127.00   130.00 
Weekend games - Juniors 62.00   64.00 

Pitch hire per game exclusive of use of pavilion facilities 
Weekday games - Adults 64.00   66.00 
Weekday games - Juniors 37.00   38.00 
Weekend games - Adults 87.00   89.00 
Weekend games - Juniors 43.00   44.00 DRAFT
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Sports Facilities Charges 01.04.2025 to 31.03.2026 
SPORTS FEES 

FEES & CHARGES FROM 01 April 2025 

All fees subject to VAT other than block bookings of 10 or more games which are paid in advance & meeting additional 
requirements, please enquire 

Per Session (£) 
Other Uses: Use of Pavilion for Social Purposes 
including showers (minimum charge 2 hours) 
Per hour - Adults 40.00   41.00 
Per hour - Juniors 19.00   19.00 

excluding showers (minimum charge 2 hours) 
Per hour - Adults 26.00   27.00 
Per hour - Juniors 14.00   14.00 

Daily rates (Up to 7 hours) 
For Sevenoaks organisations 138.00   141.00 
For non-Sevenoaks organisations 167.00   171.00 

Fetes, Sports Meetings etc (one field plus pavilion) 
whole day 

469.00   481.00 

Fetes, Sports Meetings etc (one field plus pavilion) 
afternoon and evening only 

249.00   255.00 

Junior Sports Meetings (Up to 7 hours) 
Restricted Area 128.00   131.00 
One field and Pavilion 213.00   218.00 
One field 196.00   201.00 

Athletics Track by arrangement DRAFT
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GENERAL OPEN SPACES CHARGES DRAFT FROM 1 APRIL 2025 

CHARGES GENERAL CATEGORIES 

ALLOTMENTS AND LOGS (prices are inclusive of VAT) 

Bradbourne Vale Road Allotments: 

• Normal size – 253m2 (10 rods equivalent) £0.23 per m2 wef 29.09.2025 

(£58.19 per 253m2 plot) 

Quakers Hall Allotments: 

• Normal size – 253m2 (10 rods equivalent) £0.24 per m2 wef 29.09.2024 

(£60.72 per 253m2 plot) 

Logs: 

• Full Load
• Half Load

£142.00    £146.00 

£89.00      £91.00 

RALEY’S CAR PARK 

Annual car park pass (limited number available to applicants who meet 
specified requirements) 

£63.00       £65.00 

GROUND RENTS/LEASES 

Sevenoaks Rugby Football Club 

(Commenced 2020 for 5 years. Lease expires December 2025) 

£3,750.00 

Review Sept 2025 

Sevenoaks Clarendon LTC 

(reviewed February 2022. Next review due March 2028. Main lease expires 
March 2042) 

£473 per annum 

Review March 2028 

The Sevenoaks Vine Club 

• Vine Cricket Pavilion & Tea Kiosk

(RPI, not compounded.  5-year reviews. Lease expires 23 September 2028) 

£3,500 per annum 

Review Sept 2025 

• Vine Cricket Ground

(Licence commenced September 2003) 

One peppercorn per annum 

Sevenoaks Town FC Ltd: 

• Pitch 1(Lease expires 17 May 2043) One peppercorn per annum 

Sevenoaks Town Junior Football Club: 

• Pitch 2 Tenancy at Will commenced July 2013 £520 per annum 

• Pavilion Tenancy at Will commenced July 2013 £1 per annum 

Sevenoaks Day Care One peppercorn per annum 

DRAFT
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GENERAL OPEN SPACES CHARGES DRAFT FROM 1 APRIL 2025 

The Stag Community Arts Centre Premium Nil 

Access to Mount Close Play Area £7.40 per annum 

DRAFT
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 FINANCE & DELIVERY COMMITTEE 

i 

i 

Sevenoaks Town Council 

Bat & Ball Centre Solar Panels Report 

1. Background

The contractor undertook maintenance work of the solar panels and have given the following advice 
“The system is in a very good condition, but the panels would benefit from a clean” 

2. Quotations

A quotation has been sought at a cost of £830.77. 

3. Budget

As of July 2024, the maintenance budget has been exceeded but the overall position of the Bat & 
Ball Centre is a surplus of £4,000. 

RECOMMENDATION:  To consider cleaning the solar panels at a cost of £830.77 

27

Agenda Item 9

27



This page has been left blank intentionally 

This page has been left blank intentionally 

2828



Agenda Item 10 
Sevenoaks Town Council 

Community Asset Working Party – 17th July 2024 

CURRENT MATTERS 
(formerly of Open Spaces & Leisure Committee) 

NB: updates in green 
156 
OSL 
05.07.21 

353.3 
OSL 
18.09.23 

4 
Greatness 
Recreation 
Ground Working 
Party  
25.04.2024 

Greatness Recreation 
Ground Management 
and Improvement Plan 

Greatness 
Recreation Ground 
Survey 

Meeting with stakeholders was held on 08.10.2021. It was agreed 
that a survey would be produced in 2022. 

The survey will be part of the professional consultant’s work 
required by the Football Foundation to progress the proposed 
new pavilion. 
STFC and STC jointly appointed consultant for public consultation 
in January 2023. 
Pending update. 

Public Consultation regarding current use and improvements to 
Greatness Recreation Ground commenced on 8 August and was 
due to close on 15 September 2023 but extended for one week 
to enable residents receiving notification via the Town Crier time 
to respond. 

RESOLVED: 
1) To note the Greatness Recreation Survey results received to

be circulated at a future meeting.
2) That the Town Council applies for a Premises Licence for

Greatness Recreation Ground.

Survey results considered by Greatness Recreation Ground 
Working Party on 24th April 2024. 

Following actions progressed: 
• New Friends of Greatness Recreation Ground being

promoted.
• New Survey about relocation of play area.

414.2 
OSL 
07.11.22 

668.8 
OSL 12.02.24 

Boundary Wall 
between the Closed 
Churchyard at St 
Nicholas Church and 
The Chantry house 

RESOLVED that: 
1) Officers carry out additional preparatory work required; and
2) obtain legal opinion regarding ownership of the boundary wall

Legal opinion has been received and a shared ownership 
agreement has been sent to the owner. 

Shared ownership agreement being finalised. 

The Committee noted damage to a wall between the churchyard 
and a resident’s property. There is a health and safety risk posed 
by the fragility of the wall. The reason for damage is unknown 
however weather had been noted to be a possible factor. It was 
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advised that a structural engineer had inspected the wall, and the 
wall had been temporarily secured. 

Councillors asked that the legal advice regarding the boundary 
wall be reviewed in relation to the sharing of costs if possible. 

RESOLVED that: 
1) Work be carried out to make the wall safe, to be funded

from Capital Programme budget; and
2) Authority be delegated to the Chair, Vice-Chair and Town

Clerk to review the legal advice and progress the works as
appropriate.

STC have been granted planning permission to complete works 
on the wall. 

Contractors to restart work in October. 

206.2 
OSL 
10.07.23 

254.2 
F&GP 
24.07.23 

346.4 
OSL 
19.09.23 

12.02.24 
OSL 

17.07.2024  
Community Asset 
WG 

Sevenoaks Greensands 
Common Project 

RESOLVED: To recommend to Finance & General Purposes 
Committee to consider in future budgets to contribute £5,000 
p.a. for four years to continue funding the project.

Finance & General Purposes Committee 
RESOLVED: that it be agreed in principle that funding of £5,000 
per annum for the Sevenoaks Greensands Common Project be 
considered as part of the 2024/2025 budget setting process.  

Noted position with the project and that a steering committee 
had been established with its first meeting on 21st September: a 
Town Council officer would attend. 

Funding for £4000 has been agreed as part of 2024/25 TC budget. 

Awaiting confirmation of other stakeholder contributions. 

Received draft of job specification for volunteer coordinator.  

Working Group decided not to continue with the Town Council’s 
participation and to use limited funds available directly on 
woodland such as Sevenoaks Common and the newly acquired 
Longspring Wood. 

210 
OSL 
10.07.23 

Sevenoaks Sports 
Strategy Review 

The timeline for production of the second Sports Strategy is 
dependent on items raised during the consultation. 

The first meeting took place 4th October 2023. 

Next meeting to be held once responses from a planned 
questionnaire are available. However, waiting on SDC who are 
doing their own audit to avoid question replication.  
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7.07.2024 
STSS WG 

Questionnaire launched 22nd January. 

Ongoing liaison with stakeholders.  

352 
OSL 
18.09.23 

Planting of Trees It was noted that the Town Council had planted 1318 trees over 
the past 4 years. 

RESOLVED that: 
1) KCC be contacted to enquire about planting trees on road

verges;
2) Permission be sought from KCC to plant trees at the bottom

of Seal Hollow Road and the whole of Blackhall Lane with 60
- 80 trees;

3) Permission be sought from KCC to plant trees at Hillingdon
Avenue;

4) Councillors be provided with consultation leaflets to consult
with local residents where appropriate;

5) The Town Council work through the inventory of all Town
Council land (excluding the already fully planted woods) to
assess the scope for more tree planting; and

6) Consideration be given to extra resources to irrigate the
trees each summer for the first three years.

KCC have confirmed the following: 
Planting on road verges owned by the KCC is prohibited by third 
parties. 
It has been agreed that some available funds will be used to plant 
more trees in Hillingdon Avenue in upcoming years.  

668.33 
OSL 12.02.24 

Min 88 
17.07.24 

Greatness Cemetery – 
Headstone & 
memorial testing 

Stability testing of Headstones and Memorials would need 
to be completed shortly as the last testing was completed 
five years ago.  The cost of £2,299 would be met from the 
Rolling Capital Programme budget. 

Inspection survey completed.  Letters partially sent to rights 
holders of graves with unsafe headstones/memorials on 
20th June 2024. 
Letters to rights holders have been sent, it is noted that 
many rights holders have passed away or addresses for 
them are incomplete therefore numbers of responses 
expected are low. 

RESOLVED: To investigate and seek quotations for the 
securing of headstones which have failed their stability 
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testing after all methods of contacting family members 
have been exhausted.   

668.10 
OSL 
12.02.24 

Woodland 
Management 

RESOLVED: To obtain a minimum of 3 quotes for a 5-year 
review of existing woodland sites and potentially new 
woodlands, to include submissions to obtain a new felling 
license and possible access to grants, at an estimated cost 
of £3,000. 

674 
OSL 
12.02.24 

Pre-Application 
Advice – New Access 
to The Vine Pavilion 

RESOLVED that the Town Council: 
1) Discuss the application further with the Conservation

Officer and the architect; and
Completed, conservation officer declined to look at
proposals further and advised STC to liaise with case
officer Christopher Park. Next steps – STC to action the
above prior to below.

2) continues with the planning application of the new
access due to its significant public benefit.
Ongoing.

675 
OSL 
12.02.24 

Tree Planting at 
Hillingdon Rise and 
Hillingdon Rise Play 
Area  

Cllr Wightman advised that Kent County Council (KCC) had 
confirmed that trees could not be planted on KCC owned 
verges by other parties. However, KCC could plant trees on 
behalf of the Town Council at a fee and several trees could 
be planted free of charge. KCC had confirmed 14 locations 
at Hillingdon Avenue where trees could be planted.  

Cllr Clayton reported that West Kent Housing Association 
(WKHA) was interested in tree planting at Hillingdon 
Avenue and that other WKHA locations could be discussed. 
Discussions had not yet taken place with Sevenoaks District 
Council. 

676 
OSL 
12.02.24 

Proposal to 
Collaborate with 
SDC, KCC and West 
Kent Housing to 
Share Grass Cutting 
Costs 

RESOLVED: To explore the proposal and to approach the 
different organisations for their opinions. 

3232



Agenda Item 10 
Sevenoaks Town Council 

Community Asset Working Party – 17th July 2024 

677 
OSL 
12.02.24 

Sevenoaks Lawn 
Tennis Club (SLTC) 
Proposal for Padel 
Courts on Town 
Council Land 

RESOLVED that: 
1) the proposal for the creation of Padel Courts, and

related implications for other sports be considered by
the Sevenoaks Sports Strategy review group;

2) Sevenoaks Padel be invited to join the Sports Strategy
Group; and

3) Subject to the above, Sevenoaks Town Council obtain
pre-planning advice and consider the financial impact of
the proposal.

Longspring Woods Following a successful community fundraising campaign, 
STC are purchasing the 14 acres of Ancient Woodland. 
Unfortunately, one of the vendors has recently passed away 
which has delayed the process.  

Sale is officially complete. Longspring Wood will be added 
to the ongoing Woodland Management Plan for all STC 
woodlands. 
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