
1 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SEVENOAKS TOWN COUNCIL 
 
 

Annual Report 
 

2013 / 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Sevenoaks Town Council 
        Council Offices 
        Bradbourne Vale Road 
        Sevenoaks TN13 3QG 
        www.sevenoakstown.gov.uk 

email: council@sevenoakstown.gov.uk 
01732 459953 

            
 
 
 
 
 

 



2 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 
Sevenoaks Town Council is proud to be a Quality Council.  During 2013 it was 
reaccredited by Investors in People reflecting its professional leadership, management 
and delivery of services. The Town Council continues to be committed to providing the 
finest services and best value for money for residents in spite of the challenges posed 
by the current economic climate.  
 

The Town Council has active partnerships with the District and County Councils and 
lobbies central government through the National Association of Local Councils for the 
benefit of local electors and businesses. 
 

The Town Council monitors Government legislation being passed which directly affects 
the third tier of Government and local communities and will adopt any new policies and 
powers available for the enhancement of Sevenoaks Town. 
 

The Town Council will continue to work with the community to increase service 
delivery. The Council holds weekly meetings at the Town Council offices in Bradbourne 
Vale Road to which the public are warmly invited to attend to ensure the Council is 
performing to its optimum. These meetings are advertised on the Town Council’s 
website and in the public notices section of the Sevenoaks Chronicle. 
 
 

2. THE MAYORAL YEAR 
 
During the first 9 months of his civic year the Mayor, 
Councillor Roderick Hogarth, represented the Town Council 
on 169 occasions and a further 25 events have been 
attended by the Deputy Mayor or other Councillors 
representing the Town Council. 
 
The annual Armed Forces Day concert at the Community 
Centre was hosted by the Mayor in June, this was well 
attended and raised a substantial sum for the Help for 
Heroes Charity.   This year the Kent Police Band performed 
at the concert. 

 

 
On 30th August 2013 the Mayor hosted a Cocktail Party in the Green Court and 
Orangery at Knole House, which was a resounding success and it is hoped this will 
become an annual event.  Brandon Lewis MP, minister for local government visited 
Sevenoaks for the launch of the Vintage Bus and has subsequently used this as an 
example of a community working well to deliver a valuable and innovative new service. 
 
The Mayor chaired the Town Debate which gave people the opportunity to consider the 
future of Sevenoaks as a market town. Other fundraising evenings hosted by the 
Mayor were the Cheese and Wine Tasting in November and the Quiz Night which was 
a sell-out. 
 
At the end of February the Mayor and Mayoress participated in a Blind Walk through 
Sevenoaks, and the local Guide Dogs for the Blind organisers expressed a wish for 
this to become a yearly event. The Town remembered and prayed for the brave men 
and women of our Armed Forces and supporting Services on Remembrance Sunday 
and the Mayor took the salute with the President of the British Legion during the march 
past at the Vine War Memorial. 
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During his year of office the Mayor chose two organisations as his charities, namely 
Hospice in the Weald and Stag Youth Theatre. 
  
The Mayor and Mayoress have been invited to a varied range of events during their 
term of office and wish to thank the various organisations and charities for their 
hospitality and generosity. 
 
To highlight just one, the Sevenoaks Area MIND 50/50 campaign resulted in one of the 
most commented on photographs to appear in the Chronicle under the caption "One 
Mayor Went to Mow". Over £100 was raised for that charity. 
 
The Mayor and Deputy Mayor institute new, informal way for people to meet them by 
holding regular breakfasts at the many restaurants around the town. 
 
Other innovations during this year have been the launch of the Mayor's blog and 
Facebook page. The Mayor's twitter account has nearly 600 followers and there have 
been over 600 tweets. 
 
 

3. FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

3.1 Finance  
In 2013/14 the Council’s budget for net expenditure was £723,047 (2012/13 £719,300) 
with general reserves of £366,825 (2012/13 £331,790) and earmarked reserves for 
future expenditure of £303,960 (2012/13 £248,191).   
 
Finances over the past two years have continued to be stretched and required to 
incorporate reduced income streams, additional costs, additional community functions 
and one off national celebrations within the budget. To combat the increase in costs, 
efficiencies and savings have continued to be implemented across all departments and 
difficult decisions have been made including staff redundancies, which have enabled 
the Council to meet its overall budget. In addition the Council has continued to invest in 
its earmarked reserves and provide a contingency provision for any one off unexpected 
costs. The Council’s finances are therefore able to continue to support the Council’s 
needs and future plans as a result. 
 
Preliminary figures for 2013/14 indicate that the Council’s net expenditure will result in 
a surplus of £30,000 against the budget of £723,047. 
  
At the Council Meeting held on 10 February 2014, the Town Councillors carefully 
considered the budget for 2014/15 as a number of unprecedented issues needed to be 
addressed, including actuaries reports on past staff pensions, the impact of VAT 
legislation, inflationary pressures and a potential future cap on town and parish council 
budgets. The decision had already been postponed for two months in the hope that an 
agreement could be reached with Sevenoaks District Council regarding the passing on 
of the Local Government Support Grant of £36,803 which unfortunately is not 
forthcoming. In recognition of the unprecedented financial pressures and to enable the 
ongoing provision and projected improvements to facilities for the local community the 
Town Councillors came to the cross party resolution to increase the budget to 
£791,736 which will be financed by the Precept. This reflects a 9.5% increase on the 
previous year’s Precept and a 9.06% increase in Band D Council tax. This equates to 
an increase of £8 per annum. 
 
The Council Tax Band D equivalent for 2014/15 will be £88.69 (2013/14 £81.33) per 
annum. 
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3.2 Sevenoaks Community Centre 
Over the previous year there has 
been an increase in regular 
bookings at the Community Centre 
including two new exercise classes, 
a pulmonary rehabilitation group, 
and a group of mums meeting with 
their children.  As the Community 
Centre has three varied size rooms, 
the large hall, small hall and bar 
room it offers hirers the choice of 
comfortable accommodation to suit  

 

their event, large or small.   The large free car park is also appreciated by hirers.  The 
Community Centre continues to host a varied group of regular hirers, including dance 
classes, tea dance, professional business meetings, family history group, friendship 
group, exercise classes and children’s playgroup plus the use the car park by the NHS 
Blood Donation unit twice a year.  
 
Week-end events at the Community Centre include private parties, wedding 
receptions, children’s parties, and picture framing once a month. Children’s parties are 
very popular using the Large Hall as this is an excellent size for entertainment and 
setting up party tables.    
 
For a further year it has been agreed that the Community Centre charges for 
2014/2015 will remain the same as for 2013/2014.   All the Community Centre rates 
can be accessed through the Town Council website.   
 
User Group Meetings are continuing at the Community Centre and contact with the 
hirers has been very helpful and informative 
 
During the summer of 2013 we experienced problems relating to travellers making 
camp in the car park.  The Town Council put in place measures for them to be moved 
on in less than a week and installed a permanent height barrier. 
 
During the past year the Town council has started to hold informal discussions with 
interested parties regarding a future rebuild of the facility.  A new Community Centre is 
also contained within the Bat & Ball regeneration project. 
 
3.3 Grant Aid 
Sevenoaks Town Council continues to provide grants to local groups, it is also a major 
sponsor of the Stag Community Arts Centre and Sevenoaks Summer Festival. 

 
Groups who have benefited from Town Council grants during the year 2013/2014 
include: 

Sevenoaks Summer Festival, Vine Cricket Club, Family Drive (single 
parents),Sevenoaks Three Arts Festival, Victim Support, Sevenoaks Area 
MIND, The Sevenoaks Society, Green Street Blues, Sevenoaks 
Community First Responders, Oaks Martial Arts Foundation, Stag 
Community Arts Centre (Youth Outreach), Sevenoaks Volunteer Transport 
Group, Sevenoaks Literary Celebration, Friends of Pontoise, Friends of 
Rheinbach, Sevenoaks Three Arts Festival, Sevenoaks Home Library 
Service, Sevenoaks Art Club, West Kent Mediation, South East Open 
Studios and Kent Youth Jazz Orchestra [KYJO], Sevenoaks Area Youth 
Trust, Sevenoaks Fairtrade Network and the Sevenoaks Citizens Advice 
Bureau. 
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4. EVENTS 
 
Events   
 
Sevenoaks Town Council believes that the presence of an annual calendar of events 
creates additional vibrancy not only for encouraging community interaction but also 
economic benefits.  
 
Much of this work has now been coordinated via the Sevenoaks Town Partnership and 
in particular its Events Committee. The aim of the Events Committee is to enable 
Sevenoaks organisations to consider methods to share resources, experience, and 
knowledge for the benefit of all who are holding events in the town.  The Events 
Committee is chaired by Cllr Graham Clack. 
 
As in previous years, during 2013 Sevenoaks Town Council held a successful 
Christmas Light Switch-On Ceremony attracting thousands of people to the event. 

 
Christmas Lights November 2013 – Sevenoaks High Street 

 
Lady Boswells School - Blighs Clock Tower 
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Blighs Court 

 
 

 

Stag Community Arts Centre  
London Road 

 

 
 

School children made Horses for Youth Parade 
 

 

 
 

 
Blighs Meadow Teenager Ride 
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Christmas Light 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Santa’s Grotto at 
Specsavers, Sevenoaks 

High Street 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pantomime cast on Stage – Sevenoaks High Street  - Tesco Metro 
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During 2013 assistance was provided for other events:- 

 
 
 

4.1 Sevenoaks Food  Fair  
This event took place for the first time in September 2013 and was arranged with 
Kent Food Fairs and was held on the Vine.    

 
Despite pouring rain over 1,500 people visited the event.  Consideration is 
currently taking place for repeating a similar event during 2014 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4.2 Sevenoaks Pink Street Party  
 

 

 
 

Sevenoaks Town Council has arranged for a permanent Premises Licence on London 
Road to enable community events to take place in this location.  During October 2013 
London Road was shut for the first time to enable a Pink Street Party to take place.  
This event was made possible by the generosity of the owners of El Matador and Seven 
Sushi.  Approximately 3,500 attended the street party and many commented on its 
pleasant cosmopolitan feel to the evening.  Proceeds from the evening were donated to 
Breast Cancer Care. 
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4.3 Sevenoaks Torchlight Parade  
 
The annual Torchlight Parade and Fireworks, attracting over 7,000 visitors and raising 
considerable funds for Sevenoaks charities has been successfully managed by the 
Round Table within Sevenoaks School’s facilities for many years 
 

 

Unfortunately due to the events increasing success, new 
arrangements needed to be put in place for 2014 to manage 
the capacity crowds. 
 
Sevenoaks Town Council assisted by addressing the 
requirements of the Premises Licence in the High Street to 
enable a capacity of up to 10,000 and also assisted with 
practical support for the pre event and entertainment in the 
High Street prior to the Torchlight Parade moving off for the 
fireworks. 

 
 
 
5. TWINNING 

Sevenoaks is twinned with Pontoise in France and Rheinbach in Germany. Both 
twinning Associations continue to be supported by Sevenoaks Town Council. The 
Friends of Pontoise and the Friends of Rheinbach promote cultural understanding and 
exchanges. 

 
 
 
6. COUNCIL CHAMBER 

The Council Chamber is regularly used by Councillors on Monday evenings for Council 
meetings at which the public are welcome to attend. The meetings are listed on the 
Town Council website and advertised regularly in the local paper. The venue is also 
available for hire by community organisations. 

 
 
 
7. RALEYS GYM AND FITNESS CENTRE 

 
7.1 Gymnastics  
Junior Gymnastics is continuing to be very popular at Raleys.  There are now three 
classes for every Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday run by three different instructors 
offering different styles of coaching but still in accordance with the British Gymnastics 
syllabus. 
 
Our Wednesday coach offers in addition to the above a new Advanced Class which 
allows Raleys Gym to offer existing gymnasts the chance to progress further.  We are 
also organising this year for the first time an internal display which should prove 
exciting. 
 
Raleys Gym are keen to enter external gymnastics this year which would be an 
excellent opportunity to showcase our gymnasts and at present organising our 
affiliation with British Gymnastics for this.  In addition to entering competitive 
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gymnastics we are hoping for our gymnasts to demonstrate their ability at the 
Sevenoaks Festival. 
 
Pre-School gymnastics are growing in numbers with the introduction to our timetable of 
a new Friday morning class which will hopefully offer more choice to parents rather 
than just offering afternoon sessions. 
 
7.2 Judo 
The annual end of the year competition was once again an extremely successful event.  
Most of the children had competed last year so nerves were not apparent.  The groups 
were organised differently this year and proved a great success producing some really 
fantastic judo.  The older members who have been attending Raleys Gym for a number 
of years enjoyed organising timekeeping and generally assisting the younger players. 
 
7.3 Adult Classes 

 A new Zumba Instructor is joining Raleys. 
 
7.4 Hall Hirers 
The return of our NIA Instructor after maternity leave means the hall is once again 
hired for NIA dance classes.  The Tae Kwondo club continue to hire the hall for 
multiple weekly sessions and also during school holidays running successful camps. 
 

 7.5 Holiday Programme 
Work is in progress for the Easter and Summer Holiday programmes and will include 
our usual variety of gymnastics courses and pre-school courses. 
 

 7.6 Redevelopment  
 The building in which Raleys Gym is situated is due to be redeveloped soon.  Plans 

are being discussed for the new home for Raleys Gym. 
 
 
 
8. YOUTH COUNCIL 
 

Sevenoaks Youth Council held its AGM in October 2013 and Alexander Dunn was 
elected Chairman, Harriet Linley elected Vice Chairman and Oliver Harper elected 
Treasurer. 
 

Youth Council meetings are held approximately every 6 weeks in the Town Council 
Chamber.  Since it conception in 2009 the Youth Council has become increasingly 
involved in initiating and developing events for young people. 
 
Soundwaves, a Youth Band Night is held on a monthly basis and Youth Councillors are 
at hand to help out and answer any questions from their peers about the Youth 
Council. 
 
Members of the Youth Council have also been instrumental in the development of the 
Youth Café. 
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 8.1 Youth Café - House in the Basement Youth Café 
 

 
 
The facility is within the basement of Stag Community Arts Centre.  The youth café is 
managed by the following Sevenoaks Town Council Staff - Project Manager - Linda 
Larter MBE, Town Clerk, Administration - Michèle MacDonald, HITB Manager - Adam 
Wedd, Youth Worker – Ben Mason and Catering Apprentice – Katie Shipton.  The 
Youth Services Sub Committee chaired by Cllr Pam Walshe oversees the 
management and development of the youth café.  The Sevenoaks Youth Council 
continue to be involved in the development of events, behavioural rules, menus etc. 
 
The Youth Café has now been open for approx. 18 months.  In addition to providing a 
café, pool, internet, computer games, a safe chill out area it has also developed 
following receipt of external grant funding to provide free music lessons. 
 
 

Relaxing 

 

 
Half Term 

 
 

 
 

Guitar Workshop 
 

Drumming Lesson 
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Demo Booth Recording Session 

 

Benjo in the Basement 

 
 

Recording Sessions 

 
 

 

Recording Sessions 

 
 

 

 
Voices – November 2013 

 

 
Voices  
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On Tuesday evenings the youth café is open for children with special needs.  This 
evening not only provides them with somewhere safe and comfortable to go, but also 
provides them with the confidence in the venue to attend at other times and integrate 
with the other young people, which has proved to be immensely popular. 
 
8.2 SAFE COMMITTEE | Wednesdays Safe Steering Group   
Every Wednesday from 5pm-6pm a group of sixth form students meet at the café to 
talk through how they can support, mentor and connect with other teenagers about 
mental health issues. This time is known as a Safe Space where it is advertised than 
any young people that would like to talk about mental health issues, can come and 
chat to train a youth-worker and team of sixth form volunteers.  It is out of this weekly 
meeting that the idea of a launch event came. 
 
8.3 EXPRESS YOURSELF! 
Express Yourself is a creative think tank that was born out of the weekly safe steering 
group where young people are encouraged to write songs, poems, drama sketches, 
make videos talking about positive ways to express their feelings. 
 
8.4 OPENING HOURS 
The Youth Café is open at the following times:- 
  

         Monday  10.00 – 18.00  Connexions 
*March 2014              Tuesday* 18.00 - 21.00  Special needs evening 

 Wednesday 16.30 - 21.00  Youth Café  
 Thursday 16.30 - 21.00  Youth Café inc 
 Friday  16.30 - 21.00  Special weekly event: 

·  Open Mic Night  
·  Quiz Night 
·  Ready Steady Cook  
·  Games Nite 

 Saturday  12:00 – 14:00  Free Music lessons 
    14.00 – 21.00  Youth Café 

 
The facilities within the youth café for ages 11 – 18 include:- 
Free Wi Fi    Pool Table 
Food & Drinks    Information & Support 
Chill Out Area    Events 
Special Needs evening   Chess Club 
Informal Music Lessons  VOICE 
     
CONTACT DETAILS  
Tel:   01732 466593  
Email:  info@houseinthebasement.co.uk 

         Twitter:  @houseinbasement 
         Facebook:  /houseinthebasement 

 
Sevenoaks Town Council is grateful to the organisations who have provided funding 
and made the HOUSE in the Basement Project a continued success amongst the 
youth over the years. 
 
The venue is often used by others to discuss matters the young people are interested 
in and as such surveys and consultations take place there during opening hours.  
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8.5 AIMS 
The HOUSE in the Basement Youth Café has the following project aims: 
a) A provision for young people with somewhere that is their own space, where 

they feel comfortable and safe, to do homework, meet friends – a drug and 
alcohol free environment to network and socialise 

b) Provide opportunities for children and young people to engage in positive 
activities that will enhance their lives 

c) Provide support and advice for all those in need. 
d) Create a social cohesion among the young people in the locality.  Many of the 

young people attend schools outside the area. The café will provide a venue 
to mix regardless of social and economic background. 

e) Provision to young people via the management board and other informal 
groups, to develop skills by running and managing their own programme and 
rotas together with staff, to ensure the café is manned and to ensure and 
maximise its opening hours after school and during weekends and school 
holidays. 

f) Provide local communities (particularly parents and carers) with peace of mind 
that their young people are being catered and covered for. 

g) Youth workers with a neutral place, especially in difficult case studies, to 
engage with young people 

h) Addressing community safety needs in providing an ‘off the street’ safe 
environment, providing diversionary activities and supporting young people in 
changing behaviour and breaking negative cycles. 

i) Providing a ‘hub’ for youth services and informal education to be delivered for 
example cookery, music, drugs information, IT, sexual health knowledge and 
education. 

 
8.6 HOUSE in the Basement Youth Café statistics 1 A pril 2013 to 31 January 

2014 

 
Total visits  2046 (750 girls, 1,296 boys)   
Membership  427   (31% from within Sevenoaks)      
Volunteers  70 
 
 
Intervention Discussion Groups 
 
Smoking 17 Sexual Health 18 Social Services 2 
Drugs and alcohol 151 Housing / 

Homelessness 
0 Emotional well being 52 

Child protection 0 Readiness for work 56 Bad Language 4 
Training 20 Decision making 34   
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9. PLANNING COMMITTEE 
 
The Planning Committee meets every 2 weeks to discuss planning applications submitted 
within the Sevenoaks Town area, and a wide array of associated planning matters.  
 
The Committee actively seeks to maintain and enhance the positive features of Sevenoaks 
Town, while promoting sustainable growth to help maintain the long term economic and 
social stability of the Town.  

 
9.1 Planning Applications  
During 2013/2014 the Town Council has so far been consulted on 642 planning and 
tree work applications; and has supported Sevenoaks District Council on numerous 
written planning appeals. 
 

 
 

Despite not being statutory consultees for tree work applications Sevenoaks Town 
Council continues to review and comment on tree work applications in an attempt to 
preserve and enhance the sylvan nature of the town.  

 
9.2 Major Development sites  

 
a) Land north of Bourchier Close 
The Town Council strongly objected to proposals for the erection of a 66 bed care 
home on open space north of Bourchier Close due to the loss of green space, traffic 
issues, and detrimental impact on local residents. 
  
b) Former Farmers site  
The Town Council put pressure on developers to continue with the development of the 
derelict former Farmers Public House site. However when a subsequent application 
was submitted seeking to vastly increase the bulk and scale of the previously proposed 
scheme the Town Council objected to the modification due to the detrimental impact 
such a building would have on a key gateway into Sevenoaks. 
 
Other major developments that Sevenoaks Town Council have been consulted on are 
the development of the new Marks and Spencer store in the Town Centre, the Lidl 
development on the site of the former Caffyns dealership, and proposals for the 
redevelopment of the Dorton House estate which crosses the boundary between 
Sevenoaks and Seal. 

�
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9.3 Planning Documents  
Over the course of the year so far the Town Council has participated in the 
consultation process for several draft Local and National planning documents, carefully 
tailoring responses to safeguard the interests of local residents. 
Some of the key documents have included consultations on: 

 
a) The Allocations and Development management plan:  

This plan sets out how different sites in the Town will be managed and developed 
over the next 15 years 

b) Extension of permitted development rights for Offic e to Residential 
conversion:  
Proposals which have now come into force allow vacant office space to be 
converted for residential use without having to go through the traditional planning 
application process.  

c) Kent Minerals and Waste Local Plan:  
Sets out the criteria which future proposals for Mineral and Waste developments 
will be judged against 

d) Road Casualty Reduction Strategy for Kent:  
Sets out Kent County Council’s strategy for reducing the number of people killed 
or seriously injured (KSI) on Kent’s roads 

 
9.4 Development Control Meetings 
The Town Council is frequently represented at Sevenoaks District Council 
Development Control meetings when there is a contentious planning issue.  

 
9.5 Kent County Council Highways and Transportation  [H&T]  
The Town Council actively supported local residents and made representations to Kent 
County Council Highways and Transportation on several road safety issues. The Town 
Council regularly reports damaged highway surfaces and faulty street lights to KCC 
H&T. 

 
9.6 Licensing  
The Town Council continues to review and comment on licensing applications 
submitted within the town, in an attempt to safeguard the amenities of local residents.   
 
9.7 Public Transport  
The Town Council continue to lobby wherever possible to ensure that an adequate 
public transport infrastructure is maintained, and has responded to several public 
transport consultations over the course of the year. Including supporting proposals for 
Kent Metro services to be devolved to Transport for London. 
 
The Town Council is represented at District Council meetings to discuss bus and train 
services in the District, and also at South Eastern Trains Stakeholder meetings. 
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10.  SEVENOAKS NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 
Sevenoaks Town Council has initiated the development of Sevenoaks Neighbourhood 
Development Plan and has invited members of the public and local organisations to become 
involved in preparing a plan for the next 10 – 20 years of the town. 
 
 
Several public workshops have been arranged and the following topic based Sub 
Committees (with membership from across the town) have been created:- 
·  Education 
·  Character of the Town 
·  Leisure, Sports, Green Spaces, Community, Health, Environment and Sustainability 
·  Housing 
·  Transport 
·  Economic Development and Growth 

 
The Neighbourhood Development Plan has legislative powers in the planning system and 
enables additional Community Infrastructure Levy funding to be received to enable the plans 
to be put into plans. 
 
The next step is to distribute a questionnaire to every household in the town to obtain 
relevant data for the plan.  Please look out for this and return as soon as possible and also 
encourage others to do so.  
 
Community consultation will also take place throughout 2014 on ideas and aspirations for the 
future of the town which are emanating from discussions. 
 
If you wish to be involved in the Sevenoaks Neighbourhood Development and or be kept up 
to date please email planning@sevenoakstown.gov.uk or telephone 01732 459953 
 

10.1 Children’s Art Competition 
Sevenoaks Town Council in conjunction with Sevenoaks Chronicle is holding a 
children’s art competition with the title: if you could change one thing in Sevenoaks in 
the next 10 years what would it be? 
 

Entry forms will be distributed to all Sevenoaks Schools and additional entry forms 
are available from Sevenoaks Art Shop in London Road. 
 
Young people can win £50 book tokens.  Closing date 30th March 2014. 
 
 

11. SEVENOAKS TOWN PARTNERSHIP 
 
Established in 2011, the Partnership is a Sevenoaks Town Council initiative bringing together 
a wide range of people from the local community to establish Sevenoaks as a prosperous, 
vibrant and attractive place to visit, shop and do business.  
 
Sevenoaks has a variety of magnificent attractions, leisure facilities, unique retail shops and 
well established community organisations. The Partnership’s aims are ambitious but with its 
existing and planned initiatives, are well positioned to spread the message both to the wider 
local community and beyond by providing initiatives that increase footfall and the number of 
visitors to the town centre. 
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With an Executive Board meeting approximately every six weeks and with a developing 
partnership of existing and new organisations and individual members, the ‘brand’ of 
Sevenoaks is moving forward at pace.  
 
A copy of the Sevenoaks Town Partnership’s Annual Report is available separately. 
 
For further details of Sevenoaks Town Partnership, please contact Linda Larter MBE at 
Sevenoaks Town Council: townclerk@sevenoakstown.gov.uk 
 
 
 
12.  OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 
 

12.1 Vine Area  
Summer Concerts on the bandstand were held regularly through the summer from 
the Summer Festival until August bank holiday. Again proving very popular and will 
be provided again this year by Sevenoaks Town Council.  
 
During 2013 the town Council implemented a Premises Licence for the Vine Gardens 
to enable community events to take place on this site. 
 
A grant of £9,000 was obtained from Ibstock Cory Environmental Trust towards the 
refurbishment of the Band Stand and it is hoped that the work will be completed in 
time for the summer band programme. 
 
12.2 Town Centre 
Hanging baskets were displayed in the town centre and local businesses continued to 
show support by making donations towards the cost of the baskets and the floral 
displays were appreciated by residents and visitors to the town 
 
12.3 Greatness Recreation Ground 
The recreation ground is well used with skateboarders and bike riders enjoying the 
site alongside the active football club and children and parents in the playground.  
 
Sevenoaks Town Junior Football Club secured a grant that had new drainage 
installation on the pitch allowing for the teams to play more games during the winter. 
 
12.4 Roadside Advertising 
Last year the Town Council agreed to take over the responsibility for regulating road 
side advertising within the town, which was previously a Kent County Council 
function. 
 
We now regulate the installation of posters advertising local events at six site, three of 
which are on Town Council land. Local interest groups pay a small fee to help cover 
the cost of administration of the scheme. 
 
12.5 Highway Banners  
April 2013 saw the Town Council take over responsibility for administering and 
controlling advertising within the town, also previously regulated by Kent County 
Council. 
 
The Town Council now enable locals to advertise a highway banner subject to terms 
and conditions for a maximum period of two weeks, to allow more local community 
members to advertise their events during the course of the year. 
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12.6 Knole Paddock and Raleys Field 
The annual schools tag rugby festival continues to be well attended, with teams of 
boys and girls from many local schools participating for an activity afternoon in May.  
Further rugby coaching courses were organised for late August and the autumn half 
term week in October.   
 
The popular Kwik Cricket tournament for children taking part in June with local and 
district wide competitions taking place over the two subsequent Fridays. 

 
 

12.7 Woodlands 
Despite extremely challenging conditions over the winter months, the Council 
continues to invest time and resources in planning the future management of its 
woodlands over the medium term and to carry out the tasks identified as necessary or 
desirable.   
 
The woodlands inherited from SDC in 2007-08 have all now seen significant works to 
protect, enhance and make safer over the coming years with an area of coppicing at 
Pontoise woodland completed this year. 
 
12.8  Greatness Cemetery 
The cemetery continues to provide a popular and peaceful refuge for the bereaved.  
Work has concentrated on the restoration of hedges and shrub borders with 
moderate replanting in some borders. 
 
12.9 Mayor’s Green Walk 
At the Mayor’s suggestion a walk around Sevenoaks linking many open spaces 
together has been devised.  It visits 18 different Town Council sites avoiding road 
walking as much as possible by following footpaths and green links and noting 
interesting features along the way. 

 
 
 
13. THE STAG COMMUNITY ARTS CENTRE 
 
In 2009 Sevenoaks Town Council took over the running of Sevenoaks Community Arts 
Centre and since then its success has gone from strength to strength. It obtained charitable 
status in 2010 and now produces its own report and accounts which are available to view on 
www.stagsevenoaks.co.uk. 
 
The Trustees, who are Town Councillors, have garnered the support of local people and are 
grateful to the many local organisations who use the facilities. 
 
 
 

14. MARKETS 
 
In 2013 Sevenoaks Town Council started to manage two markets.  1) Saturdays in the High 
Street and 2) Wednesdays in Buckhurst Lane behind the bus station.  Negotiation is 
currently taking place for Sevenoaks Town Council to take over the management of a third 
market on Saturdays in Blighs and in the future develop into a Farmers Market. 
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Each year there is a national Love Your Local Market campaign to highlight markets 
throughout the country.  Sevenoaks Town Council took part in this during 2013 arranging 
events, competitions and prizes and entertainment at the two markets. This will be repeated 
during 2014 between 14 and 28 May. 
 
The Love Your Local Market 2014 Campaign is for ‘Youth Markets’.    
 
The idea is to provide the ability for young people to have market stalls, with the support of 
experienced traders.  Not only will this provide young people with the ability to sell products 
they have made, but also provide them with a myriad of work based skills and experience 
which can be used in the workplace. 
 
Interested young people (up to age of 25) who would like the opportunity of having a market 
stall in May should email townclerk@sevenoakstown.gov.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
15. THE FUTURE 
 
Sevenoaks Town Council working with many community organisations and local businesses 
is setting its sights high for the future with some ambitious plans including rebuilding of the 
community centre, improved sports facilities, strategic plans for economic growth, and not 
least putting in place a long term Neighbourhood Development Plan for the future of the 
town.  There are many opportunities for residents to be involved in what the Town Council 
does.  All you need to do is to get in touch with us. 
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SEVENOAKS TOWN COUNCILLORS  
 
EASTERN WARD 
 
Cllr G R S Clack (Con)   cllr.clack@sevenoakstown.gov.uk  Tel: 07769 644 576 
Cllr A S Clayton (Lib Dem)  cllr.clayton@sevenoakstown.gov.uk  Tel: 451087 
Cllr Mrs P C Walshe (Lib Dem) cllr.walshe@sevenoakstown.gov.uk Tel: 454769 
 
 
KIPPINGTON WARD 
             
Cllr A Eyre (Con)  cllr.eyre@sevenoakstown.gov.uk     Tel:  464865 
Cllr R J Parry (Con)   cllr.parry@sevenoakstown.gov.uk     Tel: 461392 
Cllr R L Piper (Con)   cllr.piper@sevenoakstown.gov.uk    Tel: 455355 
 
 
NORTHERN WARD 
 
Cllr C L L Baker (Lib Dem) cllr.baker@sevenoakstown.gov.uk   Tel:  453216 
Cllr M Canet (Lib Dem)   cllr.canet@sevenoakstown.gov.uk    Tel:  461397 
Cllr P E Towell (Con)   cllr.towell@sevenoakstown.gov.uk   Tel:  459953 
 
 
ST JOHNS WARD 
 
Cllr Mrs A E Dawson (Con) cllr.dawson@sevenoakstown.gov.uk   Tel: 457716 
Cllr R Hogarth (Con)   cllr.hogarth@sevenoakstown.gov.uk    Tel: 760325 
Cllr S Raikes (Con)   cllr.raikes@sevenoakstown.gov.uk         Tel: 451707 
 
 
TOWN WARD 
 
Cllr S L Arnold (Con)   cllr.arnold@sevenoakstown.gov.uk     Tel: 452758 
Cllr N J L Busvine OBE (Con) cllr.busvine@sevenoakstown.gov.uk Tel: 457599 
Cllr Mrs M A London (Con) cllr.london@sevenoakstown.gov.uk   Tel: 456327 
 
 
WILDERNESSE WARD 
  
Cllr Mrs M E Crabtree (Con) –  cllr.crabtree@sevenoakstown.gov.uk  Tel: 461511 
 
 
Town Clerk/Chief Executive -  Linda Larter MBE, townclerk@sevenoakstown.gov.uk 

Deputy Town Clerk -    Ann White  ann.white@sevenoakstown.gov.uk 
Responsible Finance Officer – Christine Parvin  christine.parvin@sevenoakstown.gov.uk 
 
 
 
The Town Council or its Committees meet on most Monday evenings at 7 pm and members of the 
public are welcome to attend.   For further details of the meetings please contact the Town Council 
Offices - 01732 459953. council@sevenoakstown.gov.uk            www.sevenoakstown.gov.uk 
 


